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Introduction 
 

As part of its efforts for peace and development in the volatile tribal areas, FATA Research 

Centre (FRC) has been holding regular seminars on various issues confronting the people of the 

area. The title of January seminar was "Extension of the Political Parties Act: Prospects and 

Challenges. The seminar was attended by 25 participants. The invitees included various political 

leaders, civil society representatives, political analysts, journalists, academicians and students. 

The purpose of the seminar was to promote better understanding of this complex issue and 

conditions in which extension of political parties act could produce greatest benefits for the 

people of the troubled area. 

 

The seminar comes at a time of increased attention to FATA in its role in the war on terror and 

political activism for upcoming general elections expected to be held in the coming twelve 

months.  

 

A recent report by Amnesty International (AI) has also declared FATA as a human rights free 

zone. 

 

Until the introduction of adult franchise in 1996, Maliks (the privileged tribal heads) selected 

representatives to National Assembly. In 1997 polls, for the first time FATA legislators were 

directly elected to the National Assembly on non-party basis. Former President General (Rtd) 

Pervaiz Musharraf amended the Political Parties Order (PPO) (1962) as the PPO (2002), but 

excluded FATA. MNAs hailing from FATA are perceived to exercise little authority in the 

parliament and cannot legislate on the tribal areas. Historically, development initiatives and 

allocations in FATA benefited influential and politically active sections only. As a result a large 

segment of the population was deprived from social uplift and economic empowerment. 

 

On August 12, 2011, President Asif Ali Zardari announced a FATA Reforms package by extending 

the PPO (2002) to FATA, thus lifting restrictions on political activities. Political parties can now 

enter into FATA and sell their social and political agenda to the people of tribal areas.  

  

The seminar generated heated debates on the issue, successfully paved the way for 

understanding the larger picture in which the prospects and challenges posed by the extension 

of the act could be identified 
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FATA Background 
 

Administratively, the Governor Khyber Pakhtonkhwa (KPK) is the chief executive for FATA as an 

agent of President of Pakistan. There are three administrative setups namely, Ministry of States 

and Frontier Regions (SAFRON), FATA Secretariat and FATA Development Authority (FDA) which 

support and run FATA under the directions of Governor KPK. FATA is governed through Frontier 

Crimes Regulation (FCR) of 1901.  

 

Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) 

Overall supervision of FATA takes place through SAFRON.  However, it is mainly entrusted with 

policy directives to the Government of Khyber Pakhtonkhwa and Baluchistan regarding Tribal 

Areas. 

 

FATA Secretariat 

FATA secretariat is the main body that administers affairs of FATA. It consists of four main 

departments including Coordination and Administration, Finance, Law and Order, and Planning 

and Development. It works directly under the supervision of Governor KPK. 

 

FATA Development Authority (FDA) 

The goal of the FATA Development Authority is to plan and execute sustainable development 

projects in the assigned sectors. The aim is to harness abundant human resource and exploit 

and add value to equally abundant natural resources of the area so as to create economic and 

employment opportunities in FATA. The Governor KPK is the Chairman. 

 

Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) 

All civil and criminal cases in FATA are decided under the Frontier Crimes Regulation 1901 by a 

Jirga (council of elders). FCR is a set of laws that are applicable to FATA exclusively.  
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Profiles of the Guest Speakers 
 

Senator Maulana Rahat Hussain being a religious leader earns great respect in the typical tribal 
society of FATA. He is an active member of Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam Fazal  ur Rehman (JUI-F) which 
holds a strong position in FATA region. He belongs to Shangla Par area of Swat, Khyber 
Pakhtonkhwa.  He twice became senator where he remained member of committees including  

 Standing Committee on Water and Power 

 Standing Committee on Local Government and Rural Development and  

 Standing Committee on Housing, Works and Environment 
 
Ajmal Khan Wazir is the Central Senior Vice President of Pakistan Muslim League Quaid-e-Azam 
(PML-Q). He belongs to Shakai area of South Waziristan Agency. He graduated from Gomal 
University of Dera Ismail Khan. He remained an active member of agency council. He also 
participated in the first 2002 peace deal between Army and Militants in Shakai area of South 
Waziristan Agency.  
 
Malik Habib Orakzai is the President of Pakistan International Human Rights Organization 
(PIHRO) and Founder and Chairman of the Mutahida Qabail Party (MQP). He hails from Kurram 
Agency. He is working for relief packages to ensure that people of tribal areas receive their 
basic necessities including clean water, medical and health facilities and primary education. As a 
member of the Pak-Afghan Joint Peace Jirga, he has worked to stabilize and maintain sectarian 
peace amongst conflicting tribes in Kurram agency. 
 
Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir is the chief patron of FATA Grand Alliance (FGA). He belongs to North 
Waziristan Agency (NWA) where he is a Malik (Chieftain) of Wazir tribe. Since 1969, he is 
fighting for the rights of people of FATA. He was the first to demand a separate secretariat for 
FATA and has chaired Agency Council for FATA. He also participated in FATA reforms while 
representing his tribal agency (NWA). He and his alliance have demanded a separate province 
Soba-e-Qabailistan (tribal province) for the people of FATA. He has no affiliation with any of the 
main stream political parties in Pakistan.   
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Key Notes from Speakers 
 

Key notes from Senator Rahat Speech: 

 Jamiat Ulemae Islam- Fazal ur Rehman (JUI-F) a politico-religious party, not only 
welcomes the implementation of extension of Political Parties Act (PPA) to FATA but 
fully backs it. It was an earnest desire of the party to start political process in tribal 
areas. Recent political rallies in different parts of Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) and Provincially Administered Tribal Areas (PATA) are the testimony that political 
parties support the enactment of PPA in tribal areas.  

 It was because of extension of PPA that JUI-F was able to initiate political process in far 
flung areas of FATA for example; we recently held a big public gathering in tehsil Mir Ali 
of North Waziristan that attracted close to 30,000 people.  

 PPA should be implemented in its entirety. It will be a futile exercise if regulations like    
(Action in Aid of Civil Power) are added which are considered repugnant to the 
constitution of Pakistan.  

 JUI-F is not in favor of complete abolition of Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR) but 
suggest due amendments. It wants only those provisions to be removed from the FCR 
which are hurdles in the prosperity of people of FATA.  

 Media is not giving due coverage to political activities in FATA as it is being given to 
political parties in settled areas like Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) or other political parties. The 
media must give due coverage to political activities and rallies of JUI-F in tribal areas. 
JUI-F, irrespective of the fact that due to its religious inclination, has peoples support, 
invites all political parties to come to FATA and take part in political process and let the 
people decide their own fate.  

 JUI-F believes the people of FATA have the right to make their own choices and if 
demand for a separate province is made JUI-F will support and carry the voice in a 
democratic way. 

 
Keynotes from Ajmal Khan Wazir speech: 

 The recent step of President of Pakistan for the Extension of Political Parties Act (PPA) is 
a mockery with the people of FATA.  It is totally contradictory to ground realities. Those 
who do not know the ground realities in FATA cannot make affective policies for it. The 
recent extension of PPA is the product of few individuals in Islamabad who do not know 
what is happening in FATA. 

 PPA is being opposed on the basis of the ground realities prevailing in the area. It cannot 
succeed without administrative and judicial reforms. PPA is just like presenting old wine 
in a new bottle. Every citizen of Pakistan living in settled area can file appeal in High 
Courts and Supreme Court but this right is not extended to the people of FATA. People 
of tribal areas are suffering at the hands of Political Agents. A tehsildar in FATA is more 
powerful than a Commissioner in settled areas. 

 Without taking adequate steps for the provision of security and protection, political 
activities are impossible to hold in FATA. Drone attacks on marriage parties and funeral 
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processions are a reality so who will guarantee that US drones would not attack political 
gatherings.  

 Youth is the main source of any political activism but regrettably majority of the youth 
of FATA neither has computerized national identity cards (CNICs) nor have their votes 
registered which is a great hurdle in flourishing political activities. 

 The political activities and freedom of media goes side by side but due to militancy and 
law and order situation, there is no protection for media persons in FATA. The recent 
killing of Journalist Mukarram Khan Atif is an evidence that lives of media persons are 
not safe. For political awareness and activities, easy and secure access should be 
provided to media. 

 
Key notes from Malik Habib Orakzai Speech: 

 MQP is happy with this extension and support it. It is a right step in the right direction. 
With the help of this Act, change would come gradually. 

 The 1997 election was the first step towards the recent Political Parties Act, when right 
of adult-franchise was given to people of FATA. That time people criticized and opposed 
the adult-franchise in FATA but it proved that it was a step in the right direction.  

 Politics in Pakistan is being carried out on the basis of ethnic, religious and sectarian 
identities. However, Mutahida Qabil Party (MQP) is a different party that brings the 
people of FATA together without any prejudice.  

 FATA has been used by different forces in the past for their own political and security 
interests and as a result the people of FATA suffered and paid the cost. 

 The government should give the right of formation of local bodies to tribal people and 
initiate the process for local body elections so that people get involve in political process 
for positive results.  

 People of tribal areas need a system where people can get opportunities to attain socio 
economic and political developments, however this is impossible in the presence of 
monopoly of Political Agent, who pays a huge amount as bribe to get this job. As a result 
he works to triple the amount he paid.  

 Seminars, symposiums and discussions help create a public opinion and should be 
encouraged. 

 
Keynotes from Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir Speech: 

 To stop the exploitation of people of tribal areas, FATA Grand Alliance (FGA) was formed 
to protect the rights of tribal people.  

 Tribal people are patriotic and have sacrificed their lives for Pakistan but political parties 
as well as international media label them as terrorists. Political parties took advantage 
of FATA to meet their own interests.  

 The tribal belt is rich in natural and mineral resources. FATA do not need any external 
support as there is good quality of oil and gold in the area. Unfortunately FATA has been 
ignored for the last 64 years.  

 FGA is struggling for reforms in tribal areas. However, external forces want tribal people 
to be divided.  
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 FGA submitted a resolution on 29th December 2011 in Parliament with the support of 
Mr. Altaf Hussain (leader of MQM). People of FATA want every political party to support 
this resolution seeking a separate status for FATA. If Northern Areas can get separate 
provincial status then FATA should also be extended this choice.  

 People of tribal areas demand implementation of Justice (R) Ajmal Mian’s amendments 
in FCR.  

 There are three options available for the future status of FATA.  
o One is to divide FATA into two Pakhtonkhwa(s) (Southern and Northern 

Pakhtonkhwa(s)).  
o Option two is about the merger of FATA into KPK.  
o The third is to give FATA a status of a separate province. 
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Prospects and Challenges 
 

Prospects: 

 PPA is a beginning of a right step in the right direction showing a better hope for 
tomorrow. 

 PPA to bring more improvements and dynamism to the politics of FATA. 

 PPA has made far flung areas of FATA within reach of political parties. 

 Religio political party like JUI-F is in support and welcomes all other political parties from 
settled areas to take part in activities leading to political activism. 

 PPA will lead to other administrative and judicial reforms. 

 PPA will pave the way for improved media access to FATA. 

 PPA will pave the way for tribal identity and politicization through issuance of CNIC to 
youth in FATA along with new voter registration. 

 PPA will lead to the demand for local bodies and their election in FATA which will 
flourish local participation thus strengthening democracy. 

 PPA will lead the way for women to participate in social and political activities leading to 
overall social and political mobilization. 

 PPA will give chance to a common man to contest elections and have political affiliations 
which will give them a sense that they are equal citizens and have a good say in the 
decision making process. 

 PPA will educate and will help in broadening vision of the people who have lesser 
exposure to the outer world. 

 
Challenges:  
 

 PPA alone will not help unless it is supported by administrative and judicial reforms 
including change in the powers and role of Political Agent and jurisdictional expansion of 
courts to FATA. 

 Security situation in FATA demands that it should be taken with priority so that political 
activities could take place.  

 Recent amendments in Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) and composition of FCR 
Tribunal including the mechanism of right to appeal against a political agents’ decision 
are controversial. Questions on the integrity and impartiality of tribunal members have 
also compromised dispensation of justice. 

 The Federal government, through (Actions in Aid of Civil Power) Regulation 2011, has 

provided legal cover to the armed forces for unlawful acts committed during the military 
operations in both Federally and Provincially Administered Tribal Areas. Hundreds of 
suspects were kept in illegal detention centers during military operations in tribal areas 
without being given the chance to defend themselves. This regulation also makes any 
political activity in the region difficult. The amendments were made in the PPA to give 
powers to military so that it could run the affairs in FATA without transparency.  

 Men, women and youths play an important role in political process but disappointingly 
there is not a single NADRA office in the area that is why majority of the people of tribal 
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areas do not have Computerized National Identity Cards (CNICs) nor have their votes 
registered. The provision of basic infrastructural facilities is a prerequisite. 

 In order for women to participate socially and politically, an enabling environment need 
to be created which in the present circumstances seems quiet challenging. 
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Way Forward 

People of FATA are in favor of peace, prosperity and democratic process. They want a proper 
judicial system and involvement in development projects in their communities. The government 
should respect the wishes and desires of all the stakeholders and support people of FATA in 
implementing reforms that address their aspirations and wishes. The reforms should be devised 
through consultation and consensus. A tribesman input is fundamental. 

This seminar has highlighted the following areas for considerations 

1. Changes in FCR should be made according to the wishes and circumstances of the 
people of FATA. 

2. Media should play its due role in highlighting the core issue facing FATA with 
government providing security and protection to journalist. 

3. Law and order should be restored to the level where social, political and economic 
activities could flourish. 

4. Appropriate representation of people from FATA should be made to the main policy and 
administrative units including SAFRON, FATA secretariat and FDA. 

5. Computerized National Identity Cards (CNICs) should be issued to youth in FATA so that 
they could participate in upcoming elections. 

6. The role of military should be made transparent and accountable. 
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Annexure A 

FATA Monthly Seminar Series 
 
 
Topic: Extension of Political Parties Act: Prospects and Challenges 
 
Date: January 24, 2011 
Timings: 10:00 – 13:00 hrs 
Expected no of Audience: 25 
 
 

Guest Speakers: Senator Maulana Rahat Hussain (JUI) 
Ajmal Khan Wazir (PML-Q) 
Malik Habib Orakzai (MQP) 
Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir( FGA) 
 

 

   

Time 

 

10:00 – 10:30 

Item 

 

Arrival of Guest and Registration 

Owner 

 

Ms. Sumaira 

10:30 - 10:35 Welcome, Purpose and Agenda  Mr. Zaheer Khan 

10:35 - 10:45 Introduction of FRC and Projects Dr. Ashraf Ali 

10:50 - 11:05  Ext of Political Parties Act: Pros and Challenges Senator Maulana Rahat Hussain (JUI) 

11:10 - 11:25 Ext of Political Parties Act: Pros and Challenges 
 

 
 

Ajmal Khan Wazir (PML- Q) 

11:30 - 11:45 

11:50 - 12:05 

12:05 - 12:30 

12:30 - 12:35 

Ext of Political Parties Act: Pros and Challenges 

Ext of Political Parties Act: Pros and Challenges 

Question Answer/Discussion 

Conclusion, Thanks and Adjournment 

 
 

 

Malik Habib Orakzai (MQP) 
 
 

Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir (FGA) 
 

 

Open floor 
Dr. Ashraf  Ali & Mr. Zaheer Khan 

12:35 - 13:00 Lunch All participants 
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Annexure B 

List of Participants 

 

S.N Names Representation 

1.  Maulana Rahat Hussian Senator JUI-F 

2.  Ajmal Khan Wazir Senior Vice President PML-Q 

3.  Malik Habib Orakzai Chairman MQP 

4.  Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir FATA Grand Alliance 

5.  Dr Ashraf Ali President FRC 

6.  Saif Ullah Mahsud Executive Director FRC 

7.  Jens Jacob Simonsen Deputy Head of Mission Danish Embassy 

8.  Khitab Gul Program Officer Danish Embassy 

9.  Mansur Khan Research  Director FRC 

10.  Tom Hussain Freelance Correspondent 

11.  Umar Daraz Wazir Journalist NWA 

12.  Lal Wazir Journalist SWA 

13.  Muhammad Jalil Akhtar  Special Reporter BBC 

14.  Tahir Khan  Reporter BBC 

15.  Mehran Ali Khan Student  

16.  Asmatuallh Khan  Senior Researcher/Project Coordinator SPADO 

17.  Pir Fahad Ali Shah  Supervisor HCCI 

18.  Gohar Ali M.D  NR 

19.  Tahir Amin  Sub Editor  

20.  Inam Gul Student 

21.  Muhammad Zaheer Khan Programme Manager FRC 

22.  Ishfaqullah Showl  Editor  

23.  Raheel Anees Manager Admin & Finance FRC 

24.  Rana Muhammad Aatif  Assistant Admin & Finance FRC 

25.  Erum Ayaz  Program Assistant FRC 

26.  Umar  Iqbal IT Engineer FRC 

27.  Saif Ullah Khan Student 
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Annexure C 

 

Press Release: 

Speakers urged Government to address grievances of tribal people for smooth sailing of PPA: 

Extension of Political Parties Act to Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) will pave way for 
political as well as economic empowerment of people of tribal areas but before its 
implementation government should take all stake holders into confidence and remove the 
grievances and reservations of tribal people. This was the consensus of the speakers during a 
day-long seminar on “Extension of Political parties Act to FATA” organized by FATA Research 
Center on Tuesday. Senator Rahat Hussain of JUI , Ajmal Khan Wazir, Senior Vice President 
PML-Q, Habib Khan Orakzai, human rights activists and President Muttahida  Qabail Party, Khan 
Mirjan Wazir of FATA Grand Alliance were key speakers of the seminar while it was attended by 
foreign diplomats, journalists and civil society activists. The speakers urged the government to 
remove anomalies in PPA before making any headway for political process in tribal areas and 
give a better plan which would enable people of these areas to enter in the socio economic 
development process. Durable peace is impossible in FATA unless the PPA is implemented in 
true letter and spirit in the area. They said that the mineral, natural and human resources rich 
tribal areas are capable to address the economic crisis of the country, but hidden forces do not 
want Pakistan to be stable and are conspiring against the tribal areas. The speakers were of the 
view that through the launch of political activities deprivation of people of tribal areas can be 
removed besides they will be provided with better opportunities to development and 
prosperity through economic activities. They rejected certain amendments in the PPA saying 
that through these amendments government wants to give power to military so that it can run 
the affairs in the FATA and run it in its own way. This is not acceptable to people of FATA and if 
these tactics were adopted it would have negative impacts, they added. Tribal people know 
well about their problems and the issues they are facing so they should be taken on board on 
this important development for a durable solution of the issue, speakers said. They rejected the 
merger of tribal areas into Khyber Pakhtonkhwa saying any such move would be tantamount to 
depriving people of tribal areas from their identity. Addressing the seminar Senator Rahat 
Hussain said that it was the long desire of the tribal people to take part in political process like 
other parts of the country and play their role in democratic process and socio economic uplift 
of the area and rest of the country. However, announcement of President Zardari to extend 
PPA to tribal area has generated hope among people of tribal areas but it need sincerity in 
implementation to yield better results. He said that by making some amendments in the PPA, 
government wants to give upper hand to Army to run the affairs in tribal areas, which would 
have dangerous repercussions and would not be acceptable to people of FATA. It is fact that 
even in settled areas of the country the entire matters are being controlled by the Army and in 
the similar way it was introduced in FATA. “There are flaws in the PPA which must be removed 
and it should be implemented for the betterment of the people living in tribal areas” JUI 
Senator said, adding that some matters which the tribal elders want to settle through their local 
Jirga should be left to them and they should be allowed to resolve these issues locally. Ajmal 
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Wazir, senior PML-Q leader termed the Act as mockery saying that without looking into ground 
realities this act is being extended to tribal areas where no one can guarantee the security of 
the public gatherings. “Drone attacks on marriage parties, funeral processions are realities then 
who guarantee the US drones not attack the political gatherings, who will give us assurance”, 
he asked. Youths are vanguard for political process but unfortunately majority of the youths 
neither have computerized national identity cards nor have their votes registered, then how 
can they take part in political process, Wazir asked. He demanded basic rights to education, 
health, etc besides the proper facilities like to get registered with NADRA, get passports before 
launch of the political process. “We have to prepare ground for political process and take 
people of the area into confidence by providing them jobs and other economic activities and 
not let them to opt militancy for their livelihood”, he maintained. Ajmal Wazir lamented that 
top political leadership of the country is not sincere with the people of tribal areas so that they 
are not talking about implementation of the PPA, even they are not gaining courage to 
condemn the recent fresh wave of drone attacks. Similarly despite the fact that FATA, being 
part of the country, it was denied the right to appeal in High Court and Supreme Court. Malik 
Habib termed the extension of PPA as a great achievement of the people of tribal areas saying 
that the tribal people fought for it during last 60 years and finally succeeded in obtaining this 
right to have political activities in these areas. He termed the initiation of political process as 
right step towards right direction saying that the government should give the right of local 
bodies to tribal people and immediately start the process for local body elections so that 
people get involved in political process and electioneering which would bare positive results. He 
regretted that despite countless sacrifices, the tribal area was not considered as the part of this 
country. Khan Mirjan said that the tribal belt is rich in natural resources and it should be given 
the chance to rise as settled area.  

Earlier, in his Welcome address Dr Ashraf Ali, President said that the FRC has initiated the series 
of seminars to bring all stake holders around the table to discuss the issues and problems FATA 
is facing. “With through discussion on issues we would be able to build consensus on resolving 
problems of the people”, he added. “We brought ‘Hujra’, Mosque and Market on table to 
discuss the pros and cons of the PPA and its implications and it would help us to take across the 
broader view”, he maintained. 
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Annexure D 

Transcriptions 

Extension of Political Parties Act: Prospects and Challenges 

Senator Maulana Rahat Husain (First speaker) 
First of all I would like to say thanks to Dr. Ashraf Ali and his team for arranging this program. I 
would also appreciate and say thanks to all journalists, civil society activists and those who are 
working for various development projects here. I would also like to thank my brother Ajmal 
Khan Wazir and Habib Orakzai sitting here with me and participating. 
My political party (JUI-F) welcomes the extension of Political Parties Act as it was our earnest 
desire that PPA should be implemented.  It has given a push to political process. Our recent 
political campaigns in FATA and PATA are a sufficient evidence of our support. From 10th 
January till 23rd Jan, I was campaigning in FATA, FR Bettani and in FR Lakki. We have arranged 
massive political rallies during this time. Let me clarify, JUI is a politico- religious party and to 
me, those parties who believe in electoral process, democracy, and constitution are called 
political parties. I have never visited far flung areas of FR Peshawar before PPA but now, we are 
arranging political rallies. So this is a great development.  
However, I have just one complain and protest with my media friends here and I feel, one can 
only complain to those who care for you; at Mir Ali, we gathered about 35 thousand people for 
our rally under these tense circumstance and night before the rally, we received threats, even 
pamphlets were distributed in the area to stop the rally.  I am telling you, our leaders were 
accused and blamed, photographs were wrongly portrayed and distributed (even photographs 
of Maulana Fazalur Rehman, taken during Yasin Malik’s wedding ceremony in which some 
ladies were also sitting and  Maulana Attaur Rehman’s photograph in which he was giving 
shield to a female students were distributed). Anyway, even after so many difficulties and 
problems, we succeeded in gathering 35 thousand people but media did not give us that much 
coverage as they are giving gatherings of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) or other political parties. I 
would humbly suggest that the media must give us coverage because we have sacrificed a lot; 
our leaders have been attacked many times. Even maulana Fazalur Rehman has been attacked 
while Akram Durranni’s (former chief minister) uncle has also been killed by militants. Not only 
that, even I have personally been threatened, but we did not care about that and kept political 
activities continue in tribal areas. Just to add, we had also arranged very big gatherings in 
Frontier Regions (FR) of Dera Ismail Khan and district Sherani previously.  
So, the campaign took us to Baka Khel area (North Waziristan) where we arranged rallies; a big 
political rally was also arranged in Wana (headquarters of South Waziristan Agency) where 
about three hundred vehicles were rallied on roads in spite of very cold weather. So I am telling 
you that such political activities are courtesy of the extension of Political Parties Act (PPA) to 
FATA. I mean, before the extension of PPA to FATA we were visiting these tribal areas to meet 
our district councils only. We used to visit Wana (South Waziristan Agency), Miranshah (North 
Waziristan Agency) before, but the current gatherings and campaigns were only possible 
because of this development, the extension of PPA. So it was now that we spoke openly as 
political void was filled. 
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I would like to invite all political parties to come to FATA and start political process for political 
training and empowerment of tribal people. If they get votes it will be their accomplishment. 
Yes! this is a fact that JUI has a strong political base in both of South and North Waziristan, the 
reasons for this is that the people of tribal areas are close to religion and most of them are 
practicing Sunni sect with ‘Deobandi’ lineage. So this makes people close to JUI and we enjoy 
great support in the area.  But the recent extension of PPA has provided opportunity to all 
other political parties to work in tribal areas, so its an open field for all now. 
Let’s have a look, political parties are present in settled areas, so is democratic government but 
they have never governed these areas in real. They are superficially governing these areas, in 
real, the authority rest with someone else…. So what I am trying to say is that we do not want 
that kind of system in FATA. Similarly, we want to maintain the difference between FATA 
(Federally Administered Tribal Areas) and PATA (Provincially Administered Tribal Areas) by 
keeping their current status intact. 
We have observed that army has been given total control which is authorized by recent 
Amendments (Action in Aid of Civil Power Regulation) which makes PPA useless for people of 
FATA. We want PPA to be implemented in true spirit and article by article.  Lets observe KPK 
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) system, none of the districts are being controlled by civilian government 
and in fact it is the Army which controls the whole of KPK. If the PPA provides this kind of 
political control to the civilian government in settle area or in FATA then we are not going to 
support it. It is a black mark in the name of democracy. Democratic process should be 
implemented in its true spirit. These covert administrative setups are the main hurdle.  Now if 
we look at the example of missing persons in FATA, there are three categories; White, Gray and 
Black. White are those who are being released after interrogation, but one can see the way 
they are being interrogated after looking at the dismal condition of these persons. Second 
category is of the Gray people who also get released after interrogation and remand 
(harassment). But the third category of Black people, they either get life time sentence in jail or 
huge fines.  Even death penalty is sentenced to these. Similarly according to Action in Aid of 
Civil Power Regulations (CPR) the testimoney of a single security official against any suspect is 
enough for the verdict of a crime. If we see, they (security forces) have their own categories. 
They kill people on the basis of mere suspicion and have indulged in extra-judicial killings. The 
reason given behind such powers is that locals are not ready to become a witness against any 
criminal as they are afraid for their life and security. This to me is against democracy, judiciary 
and political system. If local can’t go to court because of fear then judicial system become 
useless. Due to these blanket amendments army is given control of the area. The point is, Army 
does not cooperate with the civilian government even in settled areas of KPK then how will it 
allow free and independent political activities in FATA? Obviously we will oppose these 
amendments.  
Previously, these areas were controlled under Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR).  My party is 
not in favor of complete abolishment of Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR). We want 
amendments in it and to repeal bad portions of the FCR. We want only those things to be 
amended in FCR which are hurdle in prosperity of the tribal people. We cannot abolish FCR on 
the basis that it was given by the British, but we should take example from Prophet (SAW) who 
kept many laws of the previous religions which were acceptable. Similarly our party agenda is, 
let the people of tribal areas decide their own fate. 
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The day before yesterday, during our party’s mass public rally in Wana, a joint resolution was 
passed proposing that all tribal areas should be made a separate province.  Now this is a 
significant development, what we will do is we would present the issue raised, in front of our 
party central executives to decide according to the wishes of the elders (Maliks) over there. So, 
it is very important that when we implement PPA, basic right should also be given to locals like 
national and provincial representation, district system, true representation in parliament and 
senate. Let the people of tribal areas decide about them as they understand their issues well. 
Similarly, let the Jirga decide their policies as it is the voice of majority. My party will follow and 
support their policies and carry their voice. In the end, I would say that we are in favor of the 
implementation of Political Parties Act in its true spirit and sense. 
Thank you 
 
Ajmal Khan Wazir (second speaker): 
I would like to thank Dr Ashraf Ali- the President FRC and his team, His Excellency from 
Denmark Embassy, national and international media, participants and my brother Habib and 
Rahat for inviting me here and participate. I am really happy that FRC is discussing a very 
important topic here. Let me tell you that my party, Pakistan Muslim League- Quaid (PML-Q) is 
a coalition partner with government. I belong to FATA (South Waziristan) and I am the Central 
Vice President of PML-Q, so I will give talk while keeping in view both the positions I hold. I will 
also give my party stance on FATA and the ground reality over there.  
When the recent ordinance was announced by the President of Pakistan i.e. Extension of 
Political Party Act, I appeared on media and openly declared it a mockery with the people of 
FATA. This is a bad joke, I would say! We talk about ground realities and we talk about 
circumstance and then decisions are taken which are totally contradictory to ground realities 
and circumstances. I mean, few people sitting in Islamabad are taking decision about people of 
tribal areas. I always stated on TV Talk Shows that those people who are making decision about 
tribal areas and Waziristan, have not even visited these areas. They make bookish policies. 
Being a Muslim, I believe in speaking truth no matter what other feels about it irrespective of 
their position, party affiliations and platform. We should not speak Government’s language.  
My opposition with amendments in FCR relates to the right given for appeal in front of a 20 
grade officers, appointed by the Governor of Khyber Pakhtonkhwa (KPK). It is really a big Joke 
and people who belong to FATA already known that it is old wine in new bottle. I have 
suggested that one High Court Judge should be deputed for the region of FATA. 
Isn’t it quiet strange that the people of FATA have no right to appeal even when Judiciary of 
Pakistan is supposedly independent. Everybody in rest of the country can go to Supreme Court 
and High Court but for the people of tribal areas this door is closed. This is 21 century and we, 
the people of FATA, are being given freedom of political activities now! Many political parties 
already have this freedom in FATA like JUI (Jamiat-e-Ulmae Islam). It is no secret. Many other 
political parties were active, even my party have president and general secretaries; we have our 
party structures in each and every agency of FATA. However, I am sorry to say that they were 
not effective before PPA and even after PPA political parties are not effective. 
Sometime ago, I met with the Governor of KPK. He asked me that according to his information i 
was criticizing them due to PPA everywhere on TV shows.   I told him he had implemented the 
Act in the region and we are suffering due to the political agent in FATA from the very 
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beginning. To me, a tehsil-dar in FATA is more powerful than a commissioner and deputy 
commission in settled areas. 
On the other hand, political activities need atmosphere. Now the question is that do we have 
that kind of environment in which political activities can take place?  If Rahat Hussain of JUI, my 
brother, organizes political activities in the area, it means he is very courageous. Anything could 
happen during political activities. Drone attacks on funerals and even on wedding ceremonies 
in both South and North Waziristan are happening. Drones do not respect the sovereignty of 
the country then how could political rallies be safe? People of FATA are known for their 
bravery, they have taken enough risks. Suppose one gets ready to have a political rally without 
caring for his life, but how could he take risk for thousands of lives attending the rally? Who can 
give me guarantee that at my political program or political rally drone will not attack? If 
Government of Pakistan gives me assurance then I am ready to hold political activities. These 
are ground realities that I mentioned. Let us take the example of Habib Orakzai, Chairman 
Mutahida Qabail Party (MQP), he formed a political party. It is a good attempt. But he has been 
facing challenges himself like he was kidnapped due to his struggle to bring change in FATA. The 
Government did not do anything for his release; he was released through his own linkages and 
sources. 
Another thing I would like to talk about is political parties and its leadership in Pakistan, 
whether it is my party, or PPP or Mian Nawaz Sharif’s Party even JUI; they are only interested in 
their presence in FATA but they are not interested in solving problems and issues like drone 
attack- nobody is condemning it.  They do not even think of tribal areas as part of Pakistan. I ask 
this question here, being a Pakistani, which basic facilities are given to the tribal areas? Do we 
have basic human rights? The schools, which are the building blocks of any society, what sort of 
teachers are there? Do they have the capacity? Our children, who due to financial constraints, 
cannot afford to have access to settled areas, are not learning in schools. Anyone from FATA, 
who wants to get National Identity Card and Passport, has to come to D. I Khan and Bannu, the 
adjacent settled areas. These youngsters when come to these areas, have been unnecessarily 
questioned by security officials.  Just look at this, these youngsters have been put in jails for 
three to four days without any justification. They are neither suicide bomber nor a terrorist but 
since they belong to Waziristan, become victims at the hands of security officials. Here I am 
talking about those individuals, who visit D.I Khan for first time. To tell you the truth, D. I Khan 
and Bannu for them are like a foreign land.  What sort of image of Pakistan are these teenagers 
taking with them when they return to their area? On the other hand, militants give respect, 
guns and provide protection to them.  So, off course they will join the militants and will fight 
against the state. In all developed countries, political activities are carried out by youth. Spring 
revolution is also carried out by youth. FATA youth cannot even enter settle areas of Pakistan!!! 
Whatever is happening in FATA is a reaction to the suppression that the people of FATA are 
facing since ages. Due to the presence of few militants, 99% of the population of FATA is 
discriminately treated.  
Again I want to say this that any political activity needs a convenient environment, it requires 
police and intelligence agencies to monitor the activities for security reasons and most 
importantly media to cover the activity. Now look what is happening to media persons-
Mukarram Khan was murdered in daylight and still the investigation is inconclusive.  Nobody 
goes into the details and circumstances of these killings. So, if there is no access of media 
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persons then how one can be politically active there. Maulana Rahat Hussain talked about the 
coverage to their political rallies, I say, if there is no media outlet then how it could be covered. 
To share with you, once I asked a TV anchor that they should raise FATA issues in their 
programs contents. He said they have programme ratings which are monitored through 
different meters installed in major cities. There is no Rating-Meter in the whole KPK like those 
in Hyderabad, Karachi and Lahore. Obviously anchor has to run his show. So commercial 
implications also has its impact on FATA. 
All this leads to discriminations with innocent people of FATA and only we are responsible for 
that. I am from FATA and if I cannot raise their issues then I should be sitting at home.  In the 
end lets not fool ourselves. The Political Party Act is a mockery with the people of FATA. All this 
is against the ground realities. It is just like a lollipop given to a child to divert his attention for 
the time being. I am not satisfied. 
None of the political parties are sincerely looking after the cause of the people of FATA, even 
including the leadership of my party. If they could show diligence, the Government could be 
pressurized. There is no opposition for this Government, my party (Pakistan Muslim League-Q) 
is in Government, Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) was a coalition partner for the last three 
and half years and is a ruling party in Punjab. In Sindh PPP, PML-Q, Mutahida Qaumi Movement 
(MQM) are in coalition. In Baluchistan, there is a coalition government of JUI and PML-Q, in KPK 
ANP and PPP are in coalition so no one is in opposition actually. If leadership of any political 
party raises any issue related to FATA, they cannot afford American reactions in return. 
Unfortunately we have to have good relationship with US. 
I would like to conclude by saying that PPA is time bound. It is not a permanent solution.  
Thank you. 
 
Malik Habib Orakzai (third speaker) 
Thank you very much for the invitation.  Before my talk, Senator Rahat Hussain and Amjal Wazir 
have told you about the foundation of Political Parties Act. They both have mentioned 
prospects and challenges of PPA. Being a tribesman, political and social worker, I also have 
views on PPA. I totally agree with Ajmal Wazir’s point of views. However, I would like us to just 
remember that time when only Mailks were allowed to vote for people of tribal areas as a 
common tribesman of age 18 was not allowed. To me, the 1997 elections was the first step to 
the recent Political Parties Act when the right of adult franchise was given to FATA. At that 
point in time, people criticized and opposed the adult franchise in FATA. They argued that there 
would be bloodshed as people have guns and will kill each other during elections. There was a 
perception that polling stations would look like battlefield and a lot of other aspersions were 
casted. This step actually provided foundation to PPA. Common man was given right to vote. As 
a result of this,   members of Jamiat-e-Ulmae Islam, Fazlur Rehman, (JUI-F) were elected into 
the parliament. Similarly Maulana DinDar had been elected from Miranshah, North Waziristan 
Agency and the late Maulana Noor Muhammad had been elected from South Waziristan 
Agency. There were some other JUI members who were also elected through the election. So, 
the religious inclination of people of FATA came into the view as a result.  Well this would be 
totally another subject to talk. Anyway, people of FATA do have religious affiliations but 
unfortunately it has been exploited by Americans and even by our own agencies. This is 
unfortunate. 
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I am representing my own political party here. I have been in good terms with different political 
parties like Muslim League, Jamaat-e-Ulema Islam etc. Our thinking and approach are similar. I 
believe, all political parties demanded the extension of political parties act to FATA. 
However, I totally agree with Ajmal Wazir that PPA is a mockery with the people of FATA. I think 
even for this mockery we waited for 63 years. We should thank Allah and then President of 
Pakistan Mr Asif Ali Zardari of PPP. I would specially mention National Democratic Institute 
(NDI) which worked on PPA. Everybody sitting here knows that the MNAs from FATA opposed 
this act till the last night of its approval. Even the MNAs criticized us by calling our struggle 
useless. But it was clear that there was a public opinion in favor and a demand from political 
parties to work in FATA. Very important was the seminars and conferences arranged by 
Shaheed Bhutto Foundation in collaboration with NDI. So, President Zardari had to sign it due 
to the pressure of public opinion. So I highly appreciate seminars and conferences as they really 
help build capacity and awareness among people. 
Let’s now focus on the advantages of PPA, we know that there are challenges of terrorism and 
extremism. Similarly, the JUI-F has a strong hold in FATA and there is this perception that they 
cannot be challenged. However, other parties like PPP and PML-N have to face this challenge. If 
you remember, there was this suicide attack on the political rally of Dr Riyaz that killed 130 
people in Parachinar, Kurram Agency. He was basically contesting election from NA-37 as an 
independent candidate but his political affiliation was with Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). So, 
what I am trying to say is, we know that challenges are there but I strongly believe that we must 
face these challenges. We have to represent the people of FATA in their times of despair. 
I would now like to talk about why I formed my party (Mutahida Qabail Party or MQP). I can 
openly say that in Pakistan, politics is being done in the name of nationality, like PPP taking vote 
in the name of Sindhi, Nawaz in the name of Punjabi, Khyber Pakhtonkhwa (KPK) ruled by 
nationalists. Baloch parties taking vote in name of Baloch.  Parties have joined Federation 
according to their own interest and rights. We (FATA) do not have our own representation. We 
don’t have leaders. We are still divided like Ajmal Wazir in one party, Sentor sb in other party 
and I am in third party.  
But my party has given one ideology to the people of tribal areas. Let me tell you one thing, 
tribesman have their own identity. I am proud to say that we are different; we have different 
identity however not supreme from the rest of KPK. We have different cultural heritage and 
different traditions. So even if we assume that we are not different, we are one for sure. Our 
ancestors had demanded from Quaid –e-Azam the declaration of the tribal belt for a separate 
status. Similarly, now we also want a separate status either in the shape of a separate province 
or in shape of a council. We do not want to be merged in KPK. For 63 years, we have been 
running after Federation and after 63 years we are going to merge into KPK. Funds coming for 
FATA are going into Federation Budget, and there is no audit.  Tell me DR Sb as you are working 
on research. Where is the money going? Can’t we, tribesman, ask the question? I am just 
thinking how can we, unless we are provided with a platform.  
Like Ajmal Wazir said before, unfortunately all the political parties are playing games with the 
people of FATA and are corrupt. It is a game of eleven MNAs from FATA. We say that FATA is 
not the game of eleven people. It has a population of around 7 million. According to census 
total population is 3,176,331 but I think FATA population is more than that.  If one million 
populations can get a province, separate status, Chief Minister and Governor (Gilgit-Baltistan) 
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then why don’t seven million people of FATA have this right? Why don’t we have the right to 
decide about our own Fate? For that we need separate forum and for this purpose it is 
important to have local bodies system. Proper local bodies’ election is needed so that we can 
engage people. People of tribal areas are wandering aimlessly. Federation has not given any 
system. We must not confine ourselves to the eleven members. We need agency councils and 
provincial councils to empower people. After these steps, we will progress toward 
development. The funds which are taken in the name of FATA should come to the people of 
FATA. 
In long term, I think, we don’t need international donors. FATA is capable enough to run on its 
own resources. Just to give you an example, Khyber Agency trade alone gives Rs 50 million 
incomes on daily basis. However this income gets stolen. Such huge amount can even eliminate 
the poverty of Pakistan. As earlier said by Ajmal Wazir they are not bringing FATA into main 
stream because money for the development of FATA is going to bureaucrats. I have said this in 
all forums and even on television. One should take steps to stop this practice. Ajmal Wazir 
knows better that a political agent pays around Rs 150 million for posting in FATA. Why he pay 
such a huge amount because he can earn much more than this. 
Until and unless we don’t give system to the people of FATA, it won’t progress. We need to get 
rid of present system in which political agent for the protection of his seat gives bribes to 
bureaucrats.        
Overall we are happy with Political Parties Act and we fully support it. Developments like this 
will bring change gradually. 
Thank You 
 
Malik Khan Mirjan Wazir (fourth speaker) 
I am really thankful to all of you for giving me this opportunity to share my views and opinions. I 
am just going to say that for the past 64 years, tribal areas are being looted by the political 
parties. The tribal area is part of Pakistan which helped in the creation of Pakistan. Tribal people 
are patriotic and they have sacrificed for Pakistan. However, these political parties label us as 
terrorist. We launched Tehrik-e-Qabail (tribal movement) in 1969 when I was a member of it. 
We carried the tribal issues to every forum. We demanded so many rights like adult franchise, 
separate status, councils, etc.  63 years have passed and this government has almost completed 
its tenure but nothing has been done. These political parties are using tribal areas. I support 
Habib Orakzai for forming his own political party. He will, one day, come up with great support 
same as Imran Khan is getting these days. People of FATA are frustrated due to the political 
exploitation. I personally have witnessed looting FATA. We are annoyed of political parties. 
They have exploited us. I have witnessed the looting of FATA and there is no example of this 
grand plunder in the world. 
FATA is very rich in natural resources. It is a goldmine.  FATA do not need to import oil, gas and 
other natural resources. We have A+ rated quality of oil in North Waziristan Agency. Similarly 
we have A+ rated gold in North Waziristan.  There is a potential of running two dozen steel mills 
in FATA. We have some of the rare natural resources found in FATA.  But unfortunately we have 
been ignored for the last 64 years.  
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We have done two to three meetings in Peshawar but no other political party has shown its 
support.  It is very shameful when MQM (Mutahida Qaumi Movement) leader calls from 
London and support us and locals don’t. Like I said before, we are patriotic people. There is 
conspiracy going against us.  
We welcome all political parties to FATA. People should be represented in the parliament. Our 
present representatives have no voice of their own. They have been sold like sheep and goats. 
Nobody has consulted the people of tribal areas.  We are innocent victims. We submitted our 
Resolution on 29th December in Parliament. Altaf Hussain (leader of MQM) promised his 
support.  I appeal all the political parties to support their brotherly people of tribal areas. We 
demand our separate status. If Northern Areas of Pakistan can get separate provincial status 
then why not people of FATA.  We have raised voices for FATA as it has been looted from the 
very beginning. Look at the FATA Secretariat; from top to bottom none of the staff members 
belong to FATA. The whole staff is non Tribal. Same is the case of FATA Development Authority 
(FDA). People come from settle areas and get employment in FDA. They get huge salaries in 
FDA; even a driver gets rupees 25 thousands salary. Once I asked the Head of FDA about the 
natural resources in FATA, believe me, he doesn’t know anything; he is never been to Dara 
Adam Khel. I told him that I can bring three hundred well qualified youngsters from all over 
FATA to work in FDA. I further told him that in Dara Adam khel there is a huge stock of gold 
which has not been extracted. Some three hundred quintals of coals is sure to be produced 
from it if the government pays attention to it. But the government is not sincere with people of 
FATA. It is just beating around the bush.    
For FCR, we demand implementation of Justice Ajmal Mian’s proposed amendments. We are 
well aware of the conspiracy by some political figures against FATA; I do not want to mention 
their names, as it is not necessary. They intend to divide FATA. There are two options for the 
future of FATA. One is to divide FATA into the two Pakhtonkhwa (Southern and Northern 
Pakhtonkhwa), Where South Waziristan, North Waziristan and FRs should be merged in 
Southern Pakhtonkhwa, While Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur and their FRs should be the part of 
Northern Pakhtonkhwa.  According to the second option the seven agencies should be merged 
into their adjacent settle districts of KPK, such as Bajaur should be merged into District Dir, 
Mohmand agency into Charsadda, Khyber agency into Peshawar, Kurram into Hungu Orakzai 
into Kohat, North Waziristan into Bannua and South Waziristan into Tank. While FR D.I.Khan to 
be merged into D.I.Khan. 
Being a representative of the people of FATA I request you—media people to take our voice to 
the world through your respected media channels for we need a separate status either in the 
shape of separate council or in the shape of separate province.   
I am confident that if Government gives attention to FATA for 20 years it would be in a position 
to run the economy of Pakistan. Tribal belt is as rich in natural resources as Panjsher province of 
Afghanistan, where the Americans are extracting various sorts of minerals on daily basis. But if 
they merge FATA into KPK another war will start in the region. As in Afghanistan, 42 years of 
war is taking another shape. The war cannot be won without the involvement of religious 
parties in Afghanistan.  And there will be no peace in Afghanistan if the religious groups are 
kept sidelined from the Afghan Government. It will have its implications on us, in Pakistan, too. 
I request the media here to invite us in such forums, because we have better understanding of 
our region (FATA) and its problems. From Bajaur to Waziristan people of FATA will tell you their 
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own problems better than any outsider. We want to speak for ourselves. Just help us raise our 
voice. We have been exploited for the last 64 years, we can wait for separate status of our own 
but we do not trust these politicians any more. They looted the whole country. Look at the 
senate elections—one vote sells for 250 million rupees. They build properties with this money. 
How can these politicians be sincere with the people of FATA if they are not even sincere with 
the country (Pakistan). 
I thank you on behalf of FATA Grand Alliance (FGA). FATA Grand Alliance can speak for FATA at 
every forum.  We want to confront these politicians and tell them their mistakes face to face. 
We will tell them that sitting in Islamabad only, they cannot talk on FATA. What is going on in 
their home towns, they don’t know, and then how can they know about FATA where they have 
never been. 
Thank you very much  
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Parties campaign in Pakistan's tribal areas despite fears of Taliban 
 
ISLAMABAD — For the first time ever, political parties have started campaigning for votes in the militant-infested 
tribal areas of Pakistan that border Afghanistan, ahead of a general election likely within the next 12 months.  
Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari in August lifted a 64-year ban on political party activity in the seven federally 
administered tribal areas, saying the reforms would help defeat the "militant mindset" there. 

However, the politicians leading party campaigns in the tribal areas fear that intimidation by the Taliban and 
human rights abuses by Pakistani security authorities could make a free and fair election virtually impossible.  
In the tribal areas, "there is no political government, but one run by the security authorities ... who are responsible 
for the widespread disappearances of residents suspected of involvement in the insurgency," said Maulana Rahat 
Hussain, a former senator. 
"As long as power remains delegated to them, the democratic process won't work," he said. 
Hussain is leading electioneering in the tribal areas for the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, or JUI. The country's most 
popular religious party, the JUI is a former ally of the Pakistani Taliban that broke with the group when it launched 
an insurgency in 2007. The Taliban subsequently started suicide attacks against the party's leadership, killing 
several prominent cleric-politicians, and only just missing its chief, Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman. 
The JUI has held political rallies across the tribal areas over the last two weeks, including one at Mir Ali in North 
Waziristan, a stronghold of Pakistani Taliban insurgents. 
The mountainous Dattakhel area neighboring Mir Ali is also a haven for fugitive al Qaida leaders and has been a 
focal point of U.S. drone strikes since 2009. 
Hussain said the Taliban distributed pamphlets in the area warning residents not to attend the rally in Mir Ali and 
threatened him personally. Photographs of JUI cleric-politicians in the company of women in fancy clothes — taken 
at a wedding — were also distributed in an attempt to defame them among their conservative base, he added. 
Nonetheless, the JUI rally attracted an estimated 15,000 tribesmen, local journalists said. 
JUI candidates — contesting as independents because of the ban on parties — won National Assembly seats in 
North Waziristan and neighboring South Waziristan in 1997 and 2008, the first elections held in the tribal areas in 
which all adults were allowed to vote. In practice, however, that meant only that males could vote, because tribal 
traditions prevented women from casting ballots. 
Despite Zardari's reforms, the estimated 5 million residents of the region are still governed largely by 19th century 
British colonial laws and don't enjoy the fundamental rights guaranteed by Pakistan's constitution. 
Most power remains in the hands of administrators known as political agents, who enforce law and order through 
tribal and clan councils that, in turn, are collectively responsible for the areas they live in. The agents use 
paramilitary forces to punish the clans and tribes, often by levying massive fines, demolishing homes and barring 
them access to settled areas of Pakistan, politicians said. 
The reforms have set up an appeals process for residents to contest abuses, but only to a tribunal headed by a 
senior civil servant. They continue to have no access to Pakistan's Supreme Court — which would leave politicians 
no legal recourse to contest voting irregularities, secular parties said. 
"If the Taliban disrupts polling at some stations, but the results are upheld by the election commission, we won't be 
able to launch an appeal to the judiciary," said Ajmal Khan Wazir, the senior vice president of the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Quaid, which ran third at the last general election in 2008. 
Although his party is a key partner in Pakistan's ruling coalition, Wazir dismissed the electoral reforms as "a vile 
joke" because of the security environment. 
"There are so many lethal stakeholders. How many can one confront? If you're friends with one, all the others 
become your enemies," said Wazir, a resident of South Waziristan who, like most of his clansmen, has migrated to 
Dera Ismail Khan, the nearest city. "It's virtually impossible for a (secular) politician like me to even enter" the 
region, he added.With mainstream Pakistani politicians fearful to campaign in the region, they can't lobby potential 
supporters to register as voters — making any election result unrepresentative. 
Wazir said the results of the 2008 general election had most winners elected with 10,000 votes or less, a fraction 
of the number of eligible voters. The 16 sitting members of Parliament from the tribal areas are largely irrelevant 
to their constituents anyway, because even the reformed laws prevent them from voting for bills pertaining to the 
tribal areas — although they can vote on all other bills sent to Parliament.Analysts in Islamabad said the reforms 

were generally viewed as positive by the population but posed a chicken-or-egg dilemma to voters and the 
government."There are two schools of thought: One says peace is impossible without democratic reforms; the 
other says there's no point to the reforms unless peace comes first," said Ashraf Ali, president of the FATA 
Research Center, an independent research organization that studies the federally administered tribal areas. 
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