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Introduction 
 
 

FATA Research Centre has been conducting regular seminars on various themes to promote 

peace and development in tribal areas.  The title of February seminar was " Role of Media in 

Peace and Development: Issues and Challenges.” The seminar was attended by 27 participants 

including political leaders, civil society representatives, political analysts, journalists, and 

academicians. The aims of the seminar were 

 

 To understand the present state of media in tribal areas, issues and challenges that 
media person faces in FATA.   

 To deliberate on how media can encourage the political process including promotion of 
democracy, human rights, overall development and countering extremism in FATA. 

 

According to South Asian Free Media Association (Safma) and Reporters without Borders (RSF’s) 

annual Press Freedom Index (PFI), working conditions in Pakistan for journalists/media persons 

is more risky against the backdrop of ongoing conflict in the vast north and south western 

regions of Pakistan. 

 

The Pakistani media environment replicates a multinational, multiethnic, multi-linguistic and 

class-divided society. Pakistan’s print media is among the most outspoken in South Asia. Over 

all media enjoys independence in spite of political pressures and direct bans from the state or 

other actors.  Media has proven to be crucial player in shaping Pakistan’s cultural and political 

environment. Programs and articles on media have challenged social norms and political 

authority in the past.  

 

If we look at the media landscape in Pakistan, it has three basic dimensions. One is the 
legislation and regulatory aspect whereby we have laws and ordinances which is a mechanism 
of accountability and defines the operational code of conduct. Secondly, we have this conflict 
and security situation in Pakistan where there is no suitable environment for journalists to 
perform their professional duties. Pakistan has been declared one of the deadliest countries for 
journalists working conditions, in the back drop of target killings, abductions and extortions etc. 
The third aspect is within media and is related to the role of editors, anchors and channel 
owners. The way information is being accessed, gathered, processed and distributed is 
discussed. In this the rating of programs plays an important role and has implications for 
independent flow of information.  
 

Media can play a very important role in FATA. Access to information is essential to the peace 

and development in the region.  First, it can make certain that people of FATA make 

responsible, informed choices rather than acting out of ignorance or misinformation. Second, 
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information serves a “checking function” by ensuring that elected representatives uphold their 

oaths of office and carry out the wishes of those who elected them.  

 

However, in recent years, journalists are caught between the devil and the deep blue sea, 

emphasizing challenges of reporting on militancy and conflict. The security and safety situation 

in FATA is the most grievous. Here dozens of journalists have been killed during past several 

years. They are facing propaganda, threats and coercion.   As a result, restrain have been put on 

the free flow of information and FATA suffers from a shortage of information – or an outright 

information vacuum.  

 

The seminar deliberated on the issues and challenges journalists are facing in tribal areas and 

fruitfully paved the way for understanding a role media can play in building peace and 

development in FATA. 
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Profiles of the Guest Speakers 
 
 
 

Anisazeb Tahirkheli is former Minister of State for Information. She belongs to Pakistan 
People’s Party-Sherpao Group. She remained student leader in Peshawar University and twice 
elected as Vice President of University Students Union (1981-82 and 82-83). She was also 
elected as member provincial assembly NWFP (1988-90) and remained advisor to Chief 
Minister (NWFP) on women and youth affairs. She held various political offices during 1986-
2003. 

Saleem Safi is a Pakistani journalist, writer, political analyst and talk show anchor. He has 
hosted various current affair programs in channels such as PTV News, the Pashto-language AVT 
Khyber and is currently serving as the host of the popular GEO News talk show Jirga. Apart from 
being on the television screen, Safi has written columns for the Daily Jang and The News 
International. As an expert on Afghanistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa affairs, he has also been 
invited to talk on BBC and Voice of America. Safi is the author of Afghanistan, Taliban, Usama 
Aur Pakistan Ki Deeni Juma’aton ka Kirdar ("The Role of Afghanistan, Taliban, Osama and 
Pakistan's religious parties"), a book largely based on the War on Terror. He was also affiliated 
with the Pakhtoon Students Federation (PSF). 

Safdar Hayat Dawar is the President of Tribal Union of Journalists (TUJ). He has been elected 
twice as the President of the Tribal Union of Journalists. He belongs to North Waziristan Agency 
and has on ground experience as journalist.  
 
Haroon Rashid is an editor working with BBC Pakistan. He covered Taliban’s insurgency and 
Pakistani army operations against Taliban’s in North West of Pakistan. He has interviewed 
number of religious organizations including Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. He is reputed as a 
brave journalist willing to take risks to unearth story. 
 
Sailab Mehsud is a big name in journalism especially in FATA. He also covers for FATA Research 
Centre. He has served as the President of Tribal Union of Journalists (TUJ) for four terms. He has 
vast experience in journalism on FATA. 
 
Sami Yousufzai is Newsweek's correspondent in Pakistan and Afghanistan, where he has 
covered militancy, Al Qaeda and the Taliban for the magazine since 9/11. He was born in 
Afghanistan but moved to Pakistan with his family after the Russian invasion in 1979. He began 
his career as a sports journalist but switched to war reporting in 1997. He has been attacked 
and kidnapped many times. 
 
Anwarullah Khan is the senior vice president of Tribal Union of Journalists (TUJ). He is 
correspondent for FATA Research Centre. He belongs to Bajaur Agency. 
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Key Notes from Speakers 
 
Key notes from Anisazeb Tahirkheli: 

 Media is a channel or an index or a window through which one can get the reflection of 
what is actually happening on ground, provided it is reported correctly. Access to 
information is a right of all the citizens of Pakistan; it is law of the land however not 
practiced. People are ignorant not because relevant laws are not available but because 
they think ‘ignorance is blessing’. 

 FATA has a very peculiar position. The laws of the settled areas are not applicable to 
FATA.  We do speak of the Extension of Political Parties Act (PPA) but we should also 
consider Action (In aid of civil power) Ordinance. PPA has no real meaning except for the 
fact that it has allowed political parties to have an office in FATA. 

 The role of media is growing globally. In Pakistan, though media is advancing, it has its 
own complexities. Media job is considered as the most challenging job. Similarly, 
media’s role in FATA is equally challenging due to the worsening security situation. 
Journalists have been martyred for their role in highlighting the true situation in FATA 
along with Tribal Elders and Maliks.  

 Whether we are in government or not we should play our role in bringing normalcy to 
the tribal areas. It is quiet sad to say that even the present government and the security 
forces have failed to deal with the present security situation. There is a regulatory body 
but its scope is limited to the settled areas of Pakistan. We would like to have a separate 
regulatory body for FATA or the extension of the scope of the existing one to FATA. It is 
very important to have a system, without a framework, no regulation can take place. 
Many experts and analysts speak about the problems but no one seems to have sound 
recommendations for possible solutions. If security situation in FATA and Afghanistan be 
brought to normalcy then there is a hope for a better future. However, it seems that 
those who are at the helm of affairs do not feel empowered to talk about peace in FATA. 

 People are reluctant to express themselves. Anyone with willingness to do so has to pay 
a high price to the extent of his/her life. Electronic media has more acceptance than 
print. FM radio stations are playing important role in educating people. 

 The laws applicable in settle areas of Pakistan should be extended to FATA. 

 Journalist’s job has become very challenging owing to increase in intolerant tendency of 
society at large. People don’t agree to disagree and they are not ready to embrace 
diversity. However, a Journalist can never be silent: that is its greatest virtue and its 
greatest fault. It must speak, and speak immediately, while the echoes of wonder, the 
claims of triumph and the signs of horror are still in the air. 

 

Key notes from Saleem Safi: 

 Role of media is two-fold; firstly, media should inform and educate rest of Pakistan and 
whole World about the contemporary situation and problems of FATA. Secondly, media 
should also inform and educate people living in FATA about trends in rest of Pakistan 
and globally however, it has failed in both. 
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 Even with the presence of   so many television channels, radio stations and newspapers, 
the communication gap between FATA and rest of Pakistan is widening. 

 Journalists working in FATA are facing big threat to their lives and honor. Not only them 
but lives and honors of their family members are at big risk too. 

 Journalists are facing resource and facility constraints which are a big hindrance in 
discharging their duties in FATA. They don’t get their salaries in time and in some cases 
don’t get it at all. There are communication issues. The access to internet is rare 
because of restrictions, power outages, communication breakdown, while other basic 
facilities are also not available.  

 Another big issue is security; there is a sense of constant fear among journalist. 
Journalists of FATA are sandwiched between security forces and militants. There are 
gross human right violations from both sides. 

 The main source of information in FATA is Maulvi (cleric) of the Masjid (Mosque). The 
Friday sermon is an account of political analysis and reflection on current affairs. This is 
considered as the most reliable and authentic source on political discourse in FATA. The 
other important and effective sources include mobile phones and SMS services. These 
are considered more effective than newspapers and televisions.  

 Media organization lack clear and unbiased policies for journalist working in FATA.  

 Rating mechanism is another hurdle which makes it difficult for anchors and channel 
owners to put issues at the forefront rather than the popularity of a certain content and 
style. 

 The main cause of all this instability is “real politick”.  The players are Pakistani 
establishment, American establishment, Afghan establishment and Indian 
establishment. Their agencies are playing a filthy game here. Each player has its own 
agenda and interest. That is way it is difficult to differentiate between a friend and the 
enemy. The players’ targets are not defined. So the onus of responsibility lies with the 
journalist to first understand this great game and then report in the best interest of the 
people. 

 The problem is multi-dimensional in nature. It has strategic aspect, religious aspect, 
ideological aspect, social aspect, cultural aspect and economic aspect. It will not be 
appropriate to look into one aspect and ignore the rest. This will not lead us anywhere. 
So, we not only need to educate ourselves but other people as well. Journalist need to 
conform to professional standards of working disregarding personal attacks and leg 
pulling. There is a need for political will to solve this problem. Politicians can come 
forward and play their due role in bringing peace and prosperity to FATA.  

 

Key notes from Safdar Hayat Dawar 

 The level of threat faced by media in FATA varies. There are different players and it is 
difficult to ascertain who is against whom.  

 Media persons are not independent in FATA and they have to accommodate 
information given to them by the militants or military. Journalists are killed, kidnapped 
and tortured because of their profession. The only solution to the problem is to quit 
journalism and adopt a different field of occupation.  
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 Freedom of media should be ensured in FATA. All the hurdles on media freedom in 
shape of different provisions in Frontier Crime Regulation (FCR) should be removed.  

 The people of FATA should have their own newspaper and radio station as other areas 
of Pakistan.  

 Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) is not allowed to work in FATA for 
protecting their legitimate rights including wages and better conditions of service nor 
does PEMRA have any jurisdiction in FATA. 

 The security threat is so pervasive that even political leaders do not support journalists 
in FATA. There was no condolence or condemnation statement from the political 
leadership in case of Mukarram Atif (journalist) death. Even the political leadership of 
his own Mohmand Agency did not attend the funeral ceremony of Mukarram Khan. 

 The Mukarram Khan incident has great repercussions for journalists working in FATA 
because Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTTP) had accepted the responsibility of 
Mukarram’s killing. They have also announced names of 30 journalists who are on their 
hit list. Now, this threat can be exploited by others including government, by local 
people and even by the relatives of the journalists who do not like them. 

 

Key notes from Haroon Rashid: 

 The basic problem of the people of FATA is media access and spread. One cannot even 
think of development when these two things (media access and media spread) are not 
present in the region. 

 Nobel Prize winner Amartya Sen said that there will be no famine if media is free in that 
area. He said it for India. But if I would apply it on FATA, I would say that until there is no 
relative free indigenous media in FATA there would be no development. 

 Instead of Inter Service Public Relations (ISPR) broadcasting FM radio or TV channels, it 
would be better if indigenous media is encouraged. A relatively free indigenous media 
would be in a better position to develop and entertain a pluralistic society. Unless and 
until there is no healthy debate between common people and militants, peace could not 
be achieved. 

 According to FATA Communication Strategy survey, about 80% male while 70% women 
listen to radio in FATA. There is no data for TV viewership in the area. About 5% of 
people read news paper and only 2% of people in FATA use internet. If people do not 
have TV in their homes, how can they have computer in FATA? 

 We have to encourage free media, news papers publication, access to TV and computer 
etc in FATA, because without these things we cannot have a healthy debate in FATA.  

 FATA is a laboratory for experiments. Everyone try out their policies here .Ratings for 
programmes on FATA are low because people from FATA do not have access to media. 
Therefore people do not watch TV. The people of FATA will off course watch programs 
on FATA if they are provided access to media.  

 All the development projects are carried out by Army. Local tribesmen are not involved 
in these projects. Only 25% of the allotted budget is used on development projects and 
no independent audit of these projects is carried. Nepotism is going on.  This seems to 
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be the reason why media is kept out of FATA so that their corruption could not be 
exposed. 

 Media can play an important role in a psychological development of the people of FATA.  

 The role of media in natural disasters and overall disaster management is very 
important. It acts as an efficient communication tool during emergency.  

 Without giving voice to citizens they cannot be heard. Their problems cannot be solved. 
This voice can be given through media. So until and unless there is no indigenous media 
which could bring their issues to the main stream, people would remain confused. This 
ongoing situation can be changed by encouraging local media in FATA, which could be 
run by local journalists. However a conducive working environment is necessary for free 
flow of information otherwise the situation would remain the same  

 
Key notes from Sailab Mahsud: 

 The fundamental job of a journalist is to disregard nepotism and serve society without 
any prejudice. However, in FATA, where one is afraid of drones in the air and guns on 
ground, unbiased flow of information is difficult.  

 FATA has unfortunately become the battleground of the world where regional and 
global wars are being fought. Most of the NGOs are being run by the relatives of the 
Army Generals. This raises questions on their integrity and transparency. Foreign funds 
come in the name of Pakhtoon and in the name of people of FATA but these funds are 
being enjoyed by other people. The NGO’s big and lavish offices are located in 
Islamabad while they work in FATA. They have no connection with the people of FATA. 

 A common tribesman’s property includes a small piece of land, a mud house (kacha 
makan), some cattle and some modern and conventional weapons. If you deprive him of 
this property   he is left with no option but to become a militant. Local discrimination 
and prejudice has lead to increase in militant enrolments. 

 FATA has become a hub of international politics leading to a serious threat for World 
War Three. The miseries and losses being born by the people of FATA are irreparable.. 
ISI, Army and Taliban are not the only forces operating in the area but there are so many 
other actors operating in FATA. 

 The educational institutes have been forcibly used for training young minds toward 
violent extremism. In such circumstances youth had limited choices but to go for 
militancy. Foreign funded radio stations including Diva radio, Mashal radio and Ashna 
radio are on the hit list of Taliban. These radios are truly serving the people of FATA 
more than the Pakistani media. These radios directly interact with the people of FATA by 
approaching them and interviewing people in their houses and their tents, and then 
identifying their needs, demands and problems thus voicing them to the world..  

 There are tall claims of development work in the area along with substantial allocation 
of foreign funds but no work and impact is visible on ground. After the Rah-e-Nijat 
operation, government announced repatriation of IDPs. However, most of them have 
not been able to go back because there is nothing left in their villages. People have been 
living on makeshift house near roads and under open sky. 
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 Local contractors and community is not involved in the development work. Nepotism 
prevails and only relatives of military officers get contracts for so called development 
work.  

  Journalist cannot perform their duty freely ,they get threatened from militants groups 
and have to face severe consequences. 
  

 Key notes from Sami Yusufzai: 

 Tribal areas should be called troubled areas for everyone. 

 Journalism in FATA is restricted with limited flow of information. News item without 
footage is a norm. International media is playing an important role in creating 
awareness among people of FATA. However the role of local media is limited. Journalists 
who do not conform to either militants or security forces are being killed to make 
example for others.  

 Media organizations are not supporting journalist in FATA when they can easily do it. 
Journalists are being paid meager salaries and allowances as a result; quality of 
reporting is being compromised. Good salaries can motivate journalist to work hard.   

 Boundaries are being drawn for journalist working in FATA. Details of drone attacks, 
casualties resulting from it, their names etc are not reported despite the fact that local 
journalist knows details but for fear of being victimized. Similarly attacks on military 
convoys and military casualties are also underreported. FM, local and international 
radios are playing very important role in spreading awareness amongst the people of 
FATA. They have greatly helped in countering militancy through programs based on 
religious beliefs and information. 

 
Key notes from Anwarullah Khan: 

 Media is present in FATA. All major TV channels, radio stations, print media and internet 
facilities are available and can be accessed especially in Bajaur Agency. Journalists are 
facing challenges in reporting from FATA. Unlike in Sawat and Malakand division where 
Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) was distributing information, in FATA, however, no 
assistance is coming from ISPR. Different players in FATA are using media to their own 
advantage. News is being shared with journalist but they are not extended cooperation 
for his own investigation for the veracity of information. There is no concept of freedom 
of expression in FATA which results in having no access to public information. Whatever 
journalists are reporting, they are taking big risks. The FCR is a big hurdle in the free flow 
of information and working condition for journalist in FATA. 

 Training of media persons is an important aspect that big organization must take into 
account for the staff capacity building. Big media organizations like GEO and DAWN 
need to train and organize workshops for their correspondents for their capacity 
building. This will help bring quality news and information from FATA. 
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Role of Media  in Peace and Development in FATA 

 
Media is like a mirror that reflects each and everything about the society.  Media has a huge 
responsibility of conveying the truth and relevant information to the common man. There is 
no denial that media can play a very significant role in making FATA peaceful and 
developed. It can contribute as follows: 

 Media can help in disseminating information and represent diversity of views sufficient 
for people of FATA to make well-informed choices and be able to participate in public 
life. 

 Media can serve as a watchdog over all the stakeholders like security forces, political 
agents, as well as other actors in peace building and development process in FATA. 

 Media presence in FATA is essential for the monitoring of human rights and the 
development and functioning of civil society actors. 

 Media coverage is essential during political process.  
 Media can play an important role in relief and rehabilitation process of natural disaster. 
 Media can help in raising awareness on other dimensions of social, economic, cultural 

processes and is therefore a vital support to many of its components in different 
sectoral activities. 

 Media can contribute to efforts for changing attitudes in the general public of FATA. 
 Media can help in reducing communication gap between FATA and rest of Pakistan and 

the world. 
 Media can help in combating ideological and religious violence in the area. 
 Media can expose  corruption in different development projects.  
 Media can provide a platform where people of FATA raise their issues and demands.  
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Issues, Challenges and Constraints faced by Media in FATA 
 

 Seminar highlighted the following issues, challenges and constraints faced by media in FATA 
 

 There is  absence of transparency and information dissemination mechanisms, which  is 
compromising  the objectivity of media in FATA, as media relies on bit and pieces of 
information which are thrown its way by interests groups like Army, militants, 
government etc 

 Ability of journalists to report accurately is challenge as militants and military are 
engaged in a real conflict, the parties are also at war to control information and conceal 
damages or loss so it makes it difficult for journalists to get confirmation from 
spokespersons of army or militants. 

 There is no active local media as a result media from other settled areas has no access 
to news and information. State has total control over news and information. 

 Journalists are taking life and honor risk as they go out to report on FATA.  

 Lack of resources like money and equipment is another challenge faced by media 
persons during reporting from FATA. 

 When journalists send news reports to news channels and newspapers, there is no 
surety that the news will be published or will go on air. What is news from local 
perceptive may not be news from national perceptive. Even rating and viewership is 
affecting the nature of journalism in FATA. 

 News organizations are not providing support system to the journalists working in FATA. 

 Journalists lack support from the political leadership in FATA. 

 The correspondents are working without salary and contracts in trouble region without 
writ of state or protection of Pakistan Federal Union of Journalist (PFUJ). 

 Due to lack of training in conflict sensitive journalism, the journalists of FATA stand 
exposed and vulnerable in their daily work routine. 

 Not only from outside but within the media industry, factors like  competition and leg 
pulling amongst the journalists are also causes of threat to the media community in 
FATA. 

 Limited topics are available for journalists to reports as both military and militants have 
drawn boundaries. 
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Way Forward (Recommendations) 
 
 

Media persons in FATA are facing threats to their lives and honor and even their family 
members are not safe at the hands of militants as well as security forces.  The seminar stressed 
following recommendations for the working journalists in FATA. 

 
1. According to Articles 19 and 19A of the Constitution which guarantees freedom of 

expression for citizens and access to information to all the citizens of Pakistan. The 
rights should also be extended to people of FATA; the President of Pakistan can only 
ensure these rights since he has the executive authority. 

2. All the media laws and regulatory frame work in Pakistan should be extended to FATA. 
The absence of such legal and regulatory frameworks for FATA has created a void, filled 
by extremist and radical groups, that doesn’t allow legally licensed independent media 
in the region to flourish. 

3. All the journalists should first understand the dynamics of local, regional and 
international politics for FATA and then make the local persons of FATA aware of the 
situation.  All aspects including economic, social, political, psychological and ideological 
should be taken in to account to achieve peace in the area. 

4. Indigenous media should be allowed to flourish in FATA.  
5. Job security  such as regular salary, appointment letters, contracts and organizational 

support should be ensured to help journalists maintain their freedom and impartiality 
6. All journalists should undergo conflict journalism training organized by news 

organizations. 
7. News houses or organizations should provide life insurance/security funds to  slayed 

journalists’ family. 
8. The press club system should be allowed in FATA to provide infrastructural, technical, 

and profession support.  
9. Media cannot work alone in region it need the supports of other institutions like 

judiciary, administration etc. Other institution needs to be developed side by side. 
10. Multinationals companies should invest for sustainable development of media in the 

region. 
11. Organizations should insure equipment, life and property of the journalists. 
12. All the journalists working in FATA should be aware of State policies.  
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Annexure A 

FATA Monthly Seminar Series 
 
 
Topic: Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: Issues and Challenges 
 
Date: February 29, 2012 
Timings: 10:00 – 13:30 hrs 
Location: FRC, 23 A, Street 28, F10/1, Islamabad. 
Contact: 051-2112853, 051-2112554, 0343-8511353 
 
Guest Speakers:    
Ms. Anisa Zaib Tahir Khel( Former Minister of Communication) 
Mr. Saleem Safi  (Journalist FATA) 
Mr. Safdar Hayat Dawar (President Tribal Union of Journalists) 
Mr. Haroon Rashid (Editor of BBC) 
Mr. Salib Mahsud (local journalist) 
 
 

Time Item Owner 

10:00 10:30 Arrival of Guest and Registration Ms. Erum 

10:30 10:35 Welcome, Purpose, Agenda and Media Brief Mr. Zaheer 

10:35 10:45 Introduction of FRC, Projects and Seminar Series Dr. Ashraf 

10:50-11:05 Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: 
Issues and Challenges 

MS. Anisa Zaib Tahir 
Khel  

11:10 11:25 Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: 
Issues and Challenges 

Mr. Saleem Safi   

11:30-11:45 Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: 
Issues and Challenges 

Mr. Safdar Hayat 
Dawar 

11:50- 12:05 Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: 
Issues and Challenges 

Mr. Haroon Rashid 

12:10-12:25 Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA: 
Issues and Challenges 

Mr. Salib Mahsud 

12:30- 12:50 Question & Answer Session Open 

12:50- 13:00 Conclusion, Thanks and Adjournment Dr. Ashraf  

13:00 -13:30 Lunch All participants 
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Annexure B 

List of Participants 

 
 

S.N Names Representation 

1.  Anisazeb TahirKheli Former Minister State for Information 

2.  Salim Safi Anchor/analyst Geo News TV 

3.  Sailab Mahsud Senior Journalist SWA 

4.  Safdar Hayat Dawar President Tribal Union of Journalists 

5.  Dr Ashraf Ali President FRC 

6.  Saif Ullah Mahsud Executive Director FRC 

7.  'Ikram Junaidi'  Correspondent Dawn 

8.  Khitab Gul Program Officer Danish Embassy 

9.  Mansur Khan Research  Director FRC 

10.  Shabir Sajidi Member of Local Jirga 

11.  Syed Iqbal Main  Khurram Agency 

12.  AnwarUllah Khan Journalist  Bajaur 

13.   Sami Yousufzai News Week 

14.  Tahir Khan  Reporter BBC 

15.  Ms Nukhbat Malik, Manager Media Activities and Special 
Projects from Internews 

16.  Asmatuallh Khan  Senior Researcher/Project Coordinator 
SPADO 

17.  Pir Fahad Ali Shah  Supervisor HCCI 

18.  Tahir Amin  Sub Editor  

19.  Inam Gul Student 

20.  Muhammad Zaheer 
Khan 

Programme Manager FRC 

21.  Ishfaqullah Showl  Editor  

22.  Rana Muhammad Aatif  Assistant Admin & Finance FRC 

23.  Erum Ayaz  Program Assistant FRC 

24.  Umar  Iqbal IT Engineer FRC 

25.  Tara Murray Attorney Reprieve 

26.  James L. Canallaro Professor of Law Director ( International 
Human Rights and Conflict resolution 
Clinic 

27.  Waseem Kholeher Sub Editor Inter- News Network 
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Annexure C 

Government urged to ensure security of media-persons in FATA: Speakers 

(ISLAMABAD, February 29, 2012): Government should take appropriate measures to ensure the 
safety and security of journalists particularly in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) to 
make the slogan of freedom of expression true. Media persons in FATA are facing threat to 
their lives and honor and even their family members are not safe at the hands of militants as 
well as security forces. This was the crux of the seminar on ‘Role of Media in Peace and 
Development in FATA; Issues and Challenges’, organized by FATA Research Centre (FRC) on 
Wednesday. President FRC Dr Ashraf Ali presided over the seminar while former Information 
Minister Dr Anisazeb Tahirkheli, TV Anchor Saleem Safi, President Tribal Union of Journalists 
Safdar Hayat Dawar renowned journalists including Haroon Rasheed, Sailab Mehsud, 
Anwarullah Khan, Tahir Khan and Sami Yusufzai addressed the seminar. FRC Directors Saifullah 
Mehsud and Mansur Khan Mehsud also attended the seminar besides journalists and students. 
Participants of the seminar deliberated on the issue journalists are facing in tribal areas saying 
that in a war like situation it is very difficult for journalists to discharge their professional duties. 
They were of the view that journalists in FATA are facing multi-faceted challenges like no access 
to information, pressure from local administration, security forces, militants and even they are 
facing life threat in case story annoys any of the stake-holders. They maintained that at present 
Pakistan has separate strategy for different areas, which resulted in confusion and chaos like 
situation and has caused dent to country’s socio economic structure and it is difficult to devise 
a unanimous strategy under these circumstances. It is imperative to put the house in order so 
that matters will be streamlined for betterment of the country and its people. This situation has 
created a war economy which is encouraging terrorism, extremism in Pakistan, the stake-
holders in this war game are not ready to compromise their interests and are fanning the 
situation by one or the other way, the speakers opined. It was opinion of the participants that 
youth in tribal areas is inspired with gun and muscle power of Taliban and security forces and 
are least interested in joining media as a profession, because they have not seen media as a 
growing institution. It is imperative to create awareness among young people of FATA about 
the importance of media in resolving their problems and building consensus among stake-
holders for resolution of long-standing issue, the suggested. It was observed that journalists in 
settled areas of Pakistan are also facing problems like FATA journalists, but they have backing of 
judiciary, civil society and Parliament which tribal journalists are lacking. Judiciary, civil society 
and opposition always came for rescue of media in any crisis time but there is no voice for 
journalists of tribal areas, they added. At present political leadership has delegated all its 
powers to military leadership particularly regarding the FATA which helped the military 
establishment to manipulate the situation and hold complete black-out for media. In his 
welcome address Dr Ashraf Ali said that media is facing tough time in FATA and so far more 
than 12 journalists were killed in this war ravaged area of Pakistan. “It is unfortunate that 
responsibility for murder of journalists in FATA was not fixed in spite of dozens of reports and 
inquiries no one was taken to task”, he said. Tribal journalists are working in hostile situation 
and under big risk without any communication facilities to feed their organizations, Dr Ashraf 
said, adding that government should ensure the safety of journalists and institutions initiate 
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programmes to impart proper training to media person. Terming media a channel and a 
window for providing know-how to people across the world, former Information Minister 
Anisazeb Tahirkheli said that Pakistani media has failed to bridge the communication gap 
between FATA and rest of the world and there is lot of confusion as what is happening in FATA. 
“Even people of Pakistan are not well aware about what is happening in FATA as there is 
complete black-out”, she maintained. “When I was minister, our government tried to establish 
television channels and FM radios in tribal areas to take transmission to Afghanistan and even 
to Central Asian States but Army not allowed on the name of strategic position”, former 
minister said, adding that ISPR has set up many FM Radios which are operating from outside, 
similarly private sector be involved to set up FM radios in FATA. Media has a great role in 
reconstruction and development of FATA, she said, adding that media must work hard to bring 
peace and stability in tribal areas which will open vistas for development and prosperity. Army 
is at the helm of affairs in FATA and is not ready to share it with civilian government while 
under such circumstances it is difficult for media to work as it is not being allowed to be critical 
of wrong doings, she maintained. Extension of Political Parties Act to FATA took over three 
years in announcement as there were and are many hurdles  in smooth implementation on this 
law, former minister said, adding that political process along with free media will pave way for 
development in FATA and save people from miseries and agonies they are facing. People of 
tribal areas are ultimate sufferers of the conflict and media should highlight it is its true 
spectrum, Anisazeb opined, adding that it is collective responsibility of all segments of society 
to play role for end of the conflict and to bring peace. Saleem Safi was of the view that media 
has two fold responsibility, first to inform Pakistani people as well as rest of the world about 
FATA situation and second to connect people of FATA with rest of the world. But, he added, 
media has failed in both and still people across the globe and even in Pakistan are ignorant 
about FATA situation and with the passage of time this communication gap is widening, which 
is disastrous. Safi was of the view that a big international conspiracy is being hatched in FATA 
and all players of the game including the US, Afghanistan, Pakistan, China, Iran and many others 
are busy in protecting their own interests. Under this situation media is at great risk and his fair 
and critical reporting may annoy any of the players and result in dire consequences for 
journalist, he added. Talking on media role, he said media has least role in FATA because of 
many reasons like poor literacy rate, no television sets and electricity shortage while radio is a 
medium having access but FM radio are under control of militants or military. Haroon Rasheed 
said that main problem is that independent media has no access to FATA and there is no 
indigenous media neither print nor electronic) existing in tribal areas which is main hurdle in 
peace and stability. Indigenous media will be capable to hear Taliban and other stake-holders 
and help in pacifying the situation. He said television and print media has no access in FATA 
while 80 per cent male and 70 per cent female are listening radio so FM radios be established 
to educate tribal people about peace. Sailab Mehsud, veteran journalist from Waziristan said 
that it is difficult to work in an area where drones are attacking from skies and bullets are 
coming from ground. “Situation of tribal areas is like a shop where human blood is being sold 
and Americans are paying price for this blood while Pakistan and Peshawar is selling it”, he said. 
NGOs established by ruling elite of Pakistan are claiming to be operating in FATA and have 
looted billions of dollars coming for uplift of FATA. Safdar Hayat Dawar was of the view that in a 
situation when journalist is no certain of his fate, how he can play his role for development. 



18 
 

“During last one decade no one can say who is fighting for whom and for whose interest, then 
how can a journalist report in this chaotic situation. Journalists are bound under FCR not to 
report issues which annoy political agent, he said. 
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Annexure D 

 

Transcriptions 

Role of Media in Peace and Development: Issues and Challenges. 
 
Anisazeb Tahirkheli: 
 
First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Ashraf and FATA Research 
Centre (FRC) for invitation that I received to attend this very important seminar today. I feel 
very impressed by presence of all luminaries with regard to FATA. In their foreword, Dr Ashraf 
and Mr. Zaheer have pointed out they layout to which we can discuss. Let me start with the 
point that I am not representing the government here but I remained in government for a 
while. At that time the situation in FATA was volatile and was in the process of getting further 
deteriorated.  Ladies and gentlemen the media, in my view, is a channel or an index or you can 
say a window through which one can actually see what is happening on ground. We can see 
someone sitting in remote area; similarly he can know what is happing, if media report 
correctly. 
Access to information which was mentioned by Mr. Zaheer and Dr Ashraf is an issue there, it is 
law of land but unfortunately, it is not in practice. People are also ignorant not because relevant 
laws are not available but because they like to be ignorant as it is more convenient for them  as 
per saying ‘ignorance is blessing’ you don’t get tense up, you can shrug up all the problems so 
they like to remain ignorant.  
FATA has a very special position; even laws existing in settled areas are not being implemented 
in FATA. When we talk about extension of Political Parties Act (PPA) to FATA we must know that 
the Aid to Civil Power Ordinance also exists. PPA does not have a meaning anymore, except for 
the fact that political parties are now allowed to have an office in FATA provided they have the 
capacity and peoples following. 
No doubt role of media is enhancing globally. In Pakistan, media is much advanced, it is getting 
quite organized and off course with this challenges do come. Working in media is the most 
challenging job in this country. I must say media’s role in FATA is equally challenging as it is in 
rest of the country since security situation has worsened to the extent that you cannot do 
things normally. Off course, as Dr. Ashraf mentioned there is a list of very active journalists, 
who were martyred for their role in highlighting the true situation. But we must keep in mind 
that there were quite a big number of tribal elders and Maliks who were also killed and 
targeted by miscreants, which means the overall situation is getting deteriorated.  
Whether we are in government or not we must play our role in bringing normalcy to tribal 
areas. I can also say about present government that it is helpless in this matter because 
situation is out of their control and security forces and agencies are at the helm of affairs. There 
is a regulatory body but again its domain is limited to settled areas. We would like to have a 
separate regulatory body for FATA. So that a system is created and if system is there, then you 
can think of regulating it. If something is not permitted and you do not have the support, it is 
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difficult to work in these circumstances then. I must commend Tribal Union of Journalists and 
people like Mr. Dawar and Mr. Sailab Mahsud, they are the people who are working in very 
difficult situations. I am proud that men like Mr. Saleem Safi, speak openly about problems and 
are not biased.  
Still we do not have a clue as to what is a solution of this problem and how can it be resolved. In 
my view, I think there will be normalcy in FATA and security situation will improve only, if 
security situation in Afghanistan normalizes. And this will happen only when NATO and ISAF 
forces leave Afghanistan and the people of Afghanistan take their own affairs in their hands. 
Then we can hope for better situation for FATA. Right now those who are at the helm of affairs 
with regard to FATA, even they do not want to empower people of FATA. Of course there are 
compromised sections to vested interest in the area.  Under these circumstances people are 
writing and publishing from abroad about FATA , I call it exile because local circumstances do 
not allow writers and analyst to write and publish, in case he does , he will not be allowed and 
may be killed by forces protecting their vested interests . I was told that Mr. Sailab published his 
book from D I Khan. He couldn’t do it in FATA.   In the present scenario, people are relaying on 
electronic media than print media. One cannot stop air waves .FM radio stations are playing 
important role, so are medium and short waves playing role in educating people. People like to 
hear BBC and Voice of America and these are sources of information for people living in FATA. It 
is a fact that you cannot stop the flow of information as it is 21st century now. 
Organizations like FATA Research Centre are doing their job to educate people through their 
research work. If somebody is interested, he can go on and work for FATA, but if anyone wants 
government to bring changes in FATA it is very difficult as we have seen at the time of extension 
of Political Parties Act (PPA) to FATA, which took two to three years. The initial announcement 
in this regard was made by President Zardari in 2009 and finally it was allowed in 2011. It was 
formally announced but before it there were many other ordinances.  What will be achieved 
under the PPA nobody is sure about it and none can expect any improvement until Security 
Forces are taking care of the situation and everybody is pensive about the situation, Main 
sufferers of this worsening situation are  the people of FATA and then people from the rest of 
Pakistan. At one stage FATA was most fascinating place for the visitors from all over the world. 
Our famous poet Hafeez Jalandhari has mentioned this in his poetry. The meaning is that it was 
a place for entire world but now it is a battle field. So in such a hostile environment how can we 
expect from people especially journalists to do something to bring normalcy in this war ravaged 
region. 
Dr Ashraf has asked me about the Government policies on FATA, let me tell you when I was 
state minister of information, I had a strong desire that the laws of Pakistan should be extended 
to FATA, especially the chain of FM radios, I wanted to set up a transmitter of Radio Pakistan 
Broadcasting Corporation in Tirah (Khyber Agency) to take the sound waves across the Durand 
Line and even to Central Asia. I hoped that these FM Radios will open discussions and debates 
resulting in creating a healthy atmosphere. But unfortunately it was not allowed by Army. They 
made excuses by citing security compulsions. Even transmitters in Peshawar were not upgraded 
to make them more powerful. We upgraded system in Sindh to counter the Indian propaganda. 
It is a fact that there are FM radio stations not under direct control of Pakistan Broadcasting or 
under Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA). Unfortunately one sided stories 
are coming out from FATA by those who have close association with security establishment. 
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However, there are some independent FMs radios operating across FATA and people are 
responding and appreciating those voices. I must appreciate organizations like Internews and 
Intermedia who are playing very important role in FATA. I believe, we must encourage the 
establishment of FMs stations in FATA. I was invited here and I am very happy and anxious to 
hear from all of you about how some prominent and active journalists, some of them present 
here, are surviving and are facing the situation. What are the problems in giving the most 
incredible news? What’s really happening in FATA? As a layperson I am quite confused and I am 
anxious to find out how you are dealing with the issues, as Dr Ashraf have mentioned that 
journalists in FATA were caught between devil and deep sea. So, it is indeed a very difficult 
situation.  
Few questions arise after reviewing the situation in my mind and I would very much like to have 
an answer to them here, if possible. Is it a fact that people who are working and surviving in 
FATA have to cooperate with both sides? How do stories reflecting true sentiments and 
aspirations of people are delivered? What is the role of Tribal Union of Journalists for the 
protection and safety of journalists? I want to pay tribute to all the martyrs here who have laid 
their life for taking a principled stand. It’s very sad that we tend to forget these types of 
incidents with the passage of time. Here I am talking about both sides of border, here in 
Pakistan and on the other side in Afghanistan. On both sides along with men, the women 
journalists are also facing many problems. Looking at the broader side, in Pakhtunkhwa culture 
we give respect to women, but contrary to that women were victimized and the whole world 
has seen it and criticized it. So who are these people who are giving a lop sided view of our 
culture and what is actually their agenda?  
However, we must not lose hope, as Political Parties Act is extended so now political parties can 
find their way into FATA irrespective of whether people of FATA are ready to accept these 
political parties. Now these political parties have a challenging job ahead in FATA and rest of 
Pakistan. I wish them good luck.  
So, I would say that journalists have a very tough job as our society is becoming intolerant. 
There is a need to embrace diversity and we should accept dissenting views with open heart. I 
have learnt one thing about journalism that it can never be silent: that is its greatest virtue and 
its greatest fault. It must speak, and speak immediately, while the echoes of wonder, the claims 
of triumph and the signs of horror are still in the air. 
 
Thank you 
 
Saleem Safi 
 
Thank you very much Dr. Ashraf, Mr. Zaheer and the members of FATA Research Centre. We 
are all gathered here to discuss the Role of Media in FATA. I am humbled to be here and find it 
really difficult to explain media when Media Legends are present here. So thank you FRC for 
extending the invitation.  We have Ms Anisazeb who brings vast expertise as a State Minister of 
Information and has also played a great role as political worker.  On the other hand, Mr. Sailab 
Mahsud, Mr. Sami Yusufzai, Mr Haroon is like my teachers. Mr. Tahir Khan is also present here 
and very few people know that he brought me in this field and taught me how to write. So 
whatever, I am contributing today; the credit goes to Mr. Tahir Khan. To explain the role of 
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media in tribal areas in the presence of such a learned audience where Mr. Dawar and Mr. 
Sailab are sitting, who are working in conflict area, is really very difficult. People like me who 
belong to FATA but live in settled areas, are actually observers from outside while these are the 
people who face the real consequences for being present in the troubled areas. They can truly 
explain   the situation prevailing there and challenges they are facing in the field. However, 
from a learner’s point of view I have observed that the role of media is two-fold in  FATA i.e., 
firstly, media should apprise rest of Pakistan and whole World about FATA situation and make 
them well-aware of problems people of tribal areas are facing and educate them about FATA. 
Secondly, media should inform people living in FATA about trends in rest of Pakistan and World 
and educate them. I admit it without any hesitation that media has failed discharging this 
responsibility.  
Let’s keep the rest of the world on one side, even today people living in Islamabad, Karachi and 
Lahore are not well informed about real state of affairs in FATA. Even today Ms Anisazeb said 
that she is herself confused about the situation in FATA when actually whole of Pakistan is 
confused about FATA. People are not aware of ground realities in FATA. Like failure of other 
state institutions, it is also a failure of media. Same is the situation with people living in FATA, 
who are not aware about what is happening in Pakistan and what people of the country are 
thinking about them, they do not know about Establishment, Pakistani Politics, Pakistani 
Economy, Pakistani Foreign Policy and about basic political  dynamics of Pakistan. They are not 
educated and thus are not aware as to how important is peace for a country and people living 
in it. They are not aware about what is happening in Pakistan and in the rest of the World. Even 
when there are so many television channels, radio stations and newspapers, the 
communication gap between FATA and rest of Pakistan is widening. We have not even tried to 
bridge this communication gap. In my view media has failed in its role. 
There are many reasons for this failure. The main reason for failure is resources. For example 
even today if we talk about journalists working in FATA, they are facing big threat to their lives 
and honor. Lives and honors of journalists and even their family members are at big risk. Now 
let’s look at facilities and resources available to media persons in discharging their duties. 
People like me, who are working in secure studios and giving analysis, we are drawing big 
salaries and are enjoying security and safety but journalists working in FATA get few thousand 
rupees as monthly salary. Reporters working for famous news channels have to arrange their 
own cameras and other facilities and have to send the footage by their own. Then they are 
facing communication problems like how to send footage. The access to internet is rare 
because of restrictions, power outages, communication breakdown, while other basic facilities 
are also not available to them.  
Another big issue after lack of facilities is security; as Dr. Ashraf mentioned there is an 
environment of fear in FATA and no one feels secure. As a result, Journalists due to the nature 
of their job are at great risk. Journalists of FATA are sandwiched between the security forces 
and militants. As both sides are in state of war, they are not concerned about killings or human 
rights violations. The political leaders of FATA can take care of their own security and have a 
choice to go anywhere or remain away from FATA. Similarly government functionaries have a 
choice but the journalists neither have choice to remain away from war zone nor they have any 
security and safety, so in this context it is a big question as to how can they arrange their own 
security? Obviously not but this puts them in a very vulnerable and threat facing situation. This 
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situation has made it difficult for them to deliver true stories. FATA journalists have their 
houses their tribes and families there. As Dr. Ashraf said that some unknown person killed 
Hayatullah‘s (a tribal journalist who was martyred) wife in her own house and no one knows 
who kills her. These are fears and limitations of journalists working in FATA. 
One thing we should accept that the main source of information in FATA is not media. For 
example, few days back I was in Bajaur Agency with 23 young men who were kidnapped by 
Afghan Taliban. I asked one question to all of them. “How many of you have television sets at 
home?” Out of 23, 22 do not have television sets at home. One young man who had a television 
set at home said he has not watched television for months due to power load shedding. In 
settled areas private television channels like Geo, Samaa etc are the main sources of 
information. Again I asked them, “How many of you go to school?’’ Half of them were not going 
to school and were laboring. They cannot read newspaper, nor the circulation of newspaper is 
enough in these areas, so television and newspaper is not the main source of information. 
Radio stations like BBC, Voice of America and Mishal have a listener’s base along with some 
more FM radio stations. The main source of information in FATA is Maulvi (cleric) of the Masjid 
(Mosque). Every Friday he gives sermon (speech) on current affairs, which educate people 
about what is happening in their surroundings. The people of FATA get analysis and future 
course of actions from Maulvi. The other sources including mobile phones and SMS services are 
more effective than newspapers and televisions. Media was not able to bridge the 
communication gap. 
Reporters of FATA are also facing tough time due to the role of their anchors who are sitting in 
secure studios in Islamabad or Karachi.  For example some reporter working for Geo TV has to 
face consequences due to my statements which I am making against militants or security in my 
talk show “Jarga”. Mukarram Khan Aatif was not killed due to his personal issues but due to 
media organization Mishal, he was working for. His killers took revenge from the reporter for 
organizational policies. On the other hand, if reporters want to publish some explanatory news, 
he doesn’t have the capacity and say to approach the desk. The decision is being taken by 
media houses’ owners or the editors of the newspapers. The reporters can’t do anything to 
please militants or security forces. 
Another problem with news channels is rating and viewership. Every news channel and 
newspaper gives coverage to different areas for the sake of their rating. They are establishing 
their bureaus and giving facilities to reporters only when they are sure that this will help in 
increase in their program rating. For example news from cities like Karachi, Islamabad and 
Lahore gets high rating so if two persons are killed in these areas, they get more coverage as 
compare to killing of more than 20 persons in FATA. I have experienced this in PTV and also 
again in Geo TV. If programme topics are on FATA and Afghanistan then they get lower ratings. 
Even I wanted to do programs on FATA and did some but whenever I would do such, my 
program rating would go down so I had to resort to popular issues for survival. I had to justify 
every program I did on FATA and it is quiet difficult to encourage TV management to do 
programs on issues of your choice. Unfortunately, the viewership of programs on FATA, 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan is less than programs on rest of the issues in Pakistan. This is also a 
big reason for widening the communication gap between FATA and rest of the country.  
If we look into the matter on the basis of its merit and in wake of security concerns, FATA 
should be on top in the list of our priority issues. Last year, a bomb explosion in Dir at Awami 
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National Party’s rally killed 20 to 30 persons and on the same day Indian Tennis Star Sania Mirza 
was being married to Cricketer Shoaib Malik. Only 15 to 20 minutes coverage was given to Dir 
incident, after that Sania-Shoaib marriage was on every channel for full day. I complained with 
my bosses saying, “You do not consider Pathans as human being”. The people who monitor the 
viewership in our organization called me back saying, “Saleem! If we do not give coverage to 
Sania-Shoaib, people switch to other channels.” Due to rating, whole FATA is facing a blackout 
and forces having vested interest are actually having their say. 
Mr. Dawar and Mr. Sailab can explain issues and challenges to media in FATA more accurately 
and problems needed to be addressed so that it can make working in FATA easier for 
journalists. What are the reasons, why are we helpless in this situation? The real cause is that in 
this region a filthy game is being played. The players are Pakistani establishment, American 
establishment, Afghan establishment and Indian establishment. Their agencies are playing a 
filthy game. Each player has his own policies and interests. That’s way it is difficult to 
differentiate between a friend and the enemy. The players’ aims and targets are not defined.  
Every human being has a desire to live peacefully even Taliban would want to live a happy life. 
The soldier who is fighting in the area is angry at media because rather than appreciating their 
services, media is raising missing persons’ issue. I think even the soldier wants to get out of this 
situation. Actually everybody is trapped in the situation. To me journalist needs to understand 
this filthy game and then play their role to educate people and to frustrate these evil designs. 
Who is doing what? What are the purposes? On the basis of this we must realize the gravity of 
situation and then we should educate our people in FATA about this fight. We must inform 
them that this war is not between Islam and other religions. This is not war between Pakhtuns 
and Punjabis. This is a filthy game of forces with vested interest for their own agendas. It is 
imperative that after building a consensus we should find a solution to this problem. 
Journalists, MNAs, Political Agents, Mailks and Maulvi should sit on one table to find solution. 
As a learner, I have this understanding that this is a multi-dimensional issue. It has strategic 
aspect, religious aspect, ideological aspect, social aspect, cultural aspect and economic aspect. 
It will not be appropriate to look into one aspect and ignore others as this will not lead us 
anywhere. We have to educate ourselves first and then educate people. The western world 
wants to solve the problem but unfortunately they make a mess out of it. Our Establishment 
also created more problems than resolving it. The reason is simple everyone wants to solve the 
problem through their own understanding for example when army tries to solve the problem in 
the wake of strategic importance then they are likely to ignore other aspects. They are not 
ready to look into economic aspect or social or psychological aspects.  
There is another issue with journalist here. I understand there is competition in every field. 
Jealousy is part of man’s nature but when we are in a situation of war we should stop leg-
pulling and blame game. What I have noticed is that due to competition, journalists are getting 
involved with militants or security forces and are creating problems for one another and it is 
one of the factors behind killing of journalists. When one journalist sits with security persons, 
he creates problems for his competitors; similarly if one sits with militants, he creates problems 
for his competitor. Especially FATA journalists should work with unity and journalists belonging 
to FATA and settled areas should not disconnect themselves from tribal areas. They should 
maintain strong coordination. 
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Another aspect which has made the work of journalist difficult is the neglecting attitude of our 
political leadership. It is common sense that playing music in weddings is acceptable but if you 
play the same music on funerals then it will not be liked but will be condemned.  Similarly 
people of FATA are passing through difficult times, on one hand the people are suffering the 
wrath of terrorism while MNAs and Senators are buying and selling votes for Senate elections. 
This is not for the first time. The leaders of Pakhtun belt like Awami National Party (ANP) and 
JUI-F had made deals on each and every issue during President Musharraf but they did not 
make a deal over policies on FATA. The ANP had made deals with President Asif Ali Zardari on 
everything but not for peace and development in FATA. Similarly Senators are supporting 
President Zardari by making a deal. No one is concerned about the plight of the people of tribal 
areas. We should raise voices on this issue.  
This is my analysis and recommendations. I hope it helps. 
 
Thank you.  
 

Safdar Hayat Dawar 
No one can give full account and final opinion on the problems journalists are facing in FATA 
and about the future of journalism there. One week before the assassination of Mukarram 
Khan Atif, I met him in a conference. I asked him that why was he being threatened that often 
with serious consequences. What was his crime? He replied that he received threats within an 
hour from both (military and militants) for his stories that he wanted to publish. I further asked 
him that what those stories were about. He said that he cannot tell me about those stories. So, 
this is the situation of journalism in FATA.  We cannot measure the extent of threat for media 
from militants or military. It is quiet difficult to say who the real conspirator is. Some time they 
unite against media while some times they threat media separately. It looks as if military and 
militants are enemy to each other. But one is not really in a position to say anything final in this 
respect. Twelve journalists including Mukarram Khan have been killed so far. 
Stake holders in FATA use media as weapon for themselves. We should not remain silent on the 
killings of these journalists. Even if we remain silent, we won’t be safe as people out there know 
who we are. Journalist are regularly approached and told what to do and what not. They 
(military and militants) want to use us as their mouth-piece. I would give an example in favor of 
my statement. Once in Mir Ali area of North Waziristan Agency, there was a political procession 
of Jamiat e Ulema e Islam (JUI) which was attended by some 300 hundred Ulema (religious 
Scholars) in which they declared the suicide attacks as un islamic (Haram). One of the 
journalists telephoned me to get my advice or to get my consultation regarding the story for 
this political rally. I told him that though it was very important story but not important than his 
life. I stopped him from filing the story. But I saw the same news story in a newspaper next day 
published with my credit line. It was a message to me that if i stopped journalists from filing 
such stories again I may face serious consequences. I hardly handled the situation arisen after 
publishing that story. It was really difficult. On many occasions my credit line was used in 
Miranshah without my consent. Most of the journalists even in Karachi and other cities have 
been creating problems for tribal journalists by using their credit lines without their consent. 
Journalist have been tortured on many occasions, abducted and kept under inhuman 
conditions. The only crime we did was to join journalism. The only remedy is to quit this 
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profession. However, it’s not that easy nor is the solution. We are the hope and will remain so 
for the peace in FATA. We provide a platform from which issues pertaining to FATA can be 
highlighted. Though the political parties act has been extended but it does not address the 
issues of the people of FATA. 
Yesterday, Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa said that media is not that active. I told him that 
you should remove all the hurdles for media embedded in FCR then media will be active. Apart 
from this, I also said that beside extension of political parties act, media should be allowed to 
work freely in FATA. There is not a single newspaper in tribal areas and we are not being 
allowed to launch FM radio as per law of the land but Taliban are free to broadcast. There are 
so many other problems that journalist are facing, such as the operation of PFUJ (Pakistan 
Federal Union of Journalists) which is working for the wages of journalists under Wage-Board 
Award, which is not operative in FATA due to FCR it is also a challenge as there is not a single 
publication coming out of FATA. Among 230 journalists, who work in FATA, 40% of them do not 
get their salaries, so where should these journalists raise their issues of salaries if wage board 
and PEMRA laws are not applicable in FATA. According to wage board regulations journalists of 
the area can join them provided there are at least three newspapers publications. Same is the 
state of politicians, none of the politicians offered condolence on the assassination of 
Mukarram Khan Atif. Even the political leadership of his own constituency, Mohmand Agency, 
did not offer his funeral prayer. There was no statement and no condemnation from any 
political leadership. But the truth is that Mukarram Khan Incident has very much affected 
journalists morale, because TTP accepted the responsibility of Mukarram killing and announced 
further targeting of journalists. TTP even announced the list of some 30 journalists to be 
targeted and killed, which has endangered the lives of journalists in tribal areas. There are 
other actors as well who can misuse this threat for their own enmity with journalists and it can 
be used by government, by local people, even by the relatives of the journalists who do not like 
them and have enmity with them. We do not demand protection from government rather we 
want government not to kill journalists. Once I met with Qamar Zaman Kaira a former federal 
minister and requested him to ensure protection of journalists. He replied that we cannot 
protect ourselves then how can we protect you people. Even he said that they have no concern 
with the journalists of FATA. If this the response of a federal minister then how can we expect 
any good from the local political administration and military establishment in FATA, which is 
already against media.  The state of media is dismal but unfortunately this is the reality. I thank 
you all for having me here. 
 

Haroon Rashid 

 
Thank you very much Dr Sahib, for allowing me to talk before Sailab Mahsud sb who is a senior 
journalist and among those who are on ground and facing the brunt of issues on daily basis.  
It is difficult to speak after experienced journalist like saleem safi sb as I don’t think I am left 
with anything to talk as saleem sb has almost covered everything. I would just elaborate on 
some points raised earlier. 
The basic problem of the people of FATA is low media access and no media spread. One cannot 
think of development and prosperity when these two things (media access and media spread) 
are not present somewhere. Nobel laureate Amrita Sen wrote in his book that there will be no 



27 
 

famine if media is free in that region. He said it for India. But if I apply it on FATA, I would say 
that until there is no free indigenous media in FATA there would be no development. If ISPR 
broadcasts 75 FM radio channels and now launching another tv channel called  Abasin TV 
channel there is no use of increasing channels unless indigenous sources and media is not 
promoted. A relatively free indigenous media would be in better position to entertain a plural 
society. Unless and until there is a platform for healthy debate, peace could not be achieved. 
We should not only listen to people but also militants and other stakeholders and then try to 
understand what they are trying to communicate. Listening helps. An environment where 
people talk and listen to each other is more tolerant. In this regard, independent media can 
play its role.  
As Saleem Safi said that only one in 23 students interviewed had a tv set in his house. Actually 
this is the overall situation in FATA with no proper circulation of newspaper as well. Due to the 
security situation it is not possible to have a proper survey which could determine as to how 
many people are actually reading newspaper, have access to radio and watch tv. I found some 
statistics according to which most people listen to radio with 80% male and 70% female in 
FATA. There were no clear statistics for tv viewership but I think some 5 percent people read 
newspaper in FATA. If we talk about internet which is one of the powerful tools of present era, 
just 2% of the common people have access to it. Only Dial Up internet connections are available 
through which emails are sent. I do not think that Broadband is available in FATA. Since people 
do not have access to tv so it is quite obvious that they won’t have computers at home.  
So in such circumstances we should encourage print and electronic media in FATA as without 
these a healthy environment for debate and discussion cannot be created. As Saleem Safi 
mentioned that two way communication is very important for not only people of FATA but for 
others living outside of it. Through this both will know about the circumstances of each other 
and development taking place. Presently, they both don’t know about each other. The other 
thing that Safi said about program rating is also very important. He mentioned his program 
rating would go down if does a program on FATA reflect that people don’t have access to tv in 
FATA. Therefore, people do not watch TV. The people of FATA will of course watch those 
programs related to them if they are provided access to media. We have to work a lot on these 
issues. If ISPR can broadcast radio stations for FATA from Rawalpindi which cover the whole of 
FATA, in the same way the private sector should be allowed to work in this regard. Though the 
situation of peace and security is not favorable for launching any radio station, but still a 
mechanism can be worked out for operating it from Rawalpindi or Islamabad. There is a need 
for interactive programs whereby live call should be taken in programs so that issues and 
concerns of the people of FATA be taken and understood. The issues should then be highlighted 
according to the wishes of tribal people. 
Saleem Safi termed it a wider conspiracy and a game being played in FATA but to me FATA is 
being used as a laboratory, where everyone does experiments and everyone is trying his own 
policies such as Pakistan policy viz-a-viz India and Pakistan policy viz-a-viz other countries. 
Media should ensure that the political parties act in FATA should be implemented in letter and 
spirit. As the speakers called the extension of political parties act to FATA a good step, however 
few days back a news was published according to which only Jamat e Islami is getting benefits 
out of it. Other parties like ANP cannot campaign even in KPK properly then how could it do in 
FATA and if this is the situation of ANP then how PPP or any other secular party can work in 
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FATA. If the mainstream moderate political forces are not active there then extension of PPA 
will remain a dream. However, in this situation only the local clergy class (Ulema) will dominate 
FATA. They will spread their own style of religion and there will be no space for moderate 
forces. So this is a challenge for PPA which needs to be addressed. I would say that unless there 
is free and widespread reach of media in FATA, this issue would not be solved. 
Role of media in highlighting corruption is very important. However this role is not being seen 
in case of FATA. We have seen Government announces Rs 7 billion budget for the development 
of FATA but on ground we do not see any development. So where is this huge amount of 
money being spent, we do not see any story on this. This is one of the major issues which need 
to be looked into. Look at Tehelka.com in India which brought corruption cases to the public. In 
the same way, the Watergate scandal was highlighted by media which brought a president 
accountable. So, it could be possible through vibrant media to bring the corruption in FATA into 
light. Only Army is executing development projects in FATA, it builds roads; it does not involve 
tribesmen in the projects. Who will question and how? is a big question that still needs to be 
answered. 
Sailab Sb told me that Army does not involve local people in any development project. Nobody 
inquires the corruption in those projects that where funds were used and how much swindled. 
Nepotism and commission is flourishing. I do not think that more than 25% of the total 
allocated budget ever gets spent on ground in these projects. We heard General Kayani as 
saying that such and such development projects were completed in FATA, but there is no 
independent audit of these projects. This is the reason they want to keep media out of FATA, so 
that their corruption could not be exposed. Now media can highlight the corruption of Army 
and Government, therefore, media is not acceptable to anyone whether it is military, militants 
or the Government. They say that the war is between us (military and militants), so media must 
not be involved. If media get involved they kill the media men as they did in the past.  
The second important role of media can be observed when Fazalullah started activities in Swat, 
media highlighted him and women presented their jewelries to support him and his cause.  
There is a psychological warfare in FATA, like ISPR announces that Army killed such number of 
militants, if there would be free media they (ISPR) could be asked that where the killed 
militants are? If they cannot answer such questions their integrity would be threatened. That’s 
why they want media out of FATA.  
The role of media in natural disasters is very important. Like in the recent past during flood 
when Sindh, Punjab and KPK were flooded, at that time no one was aware of the situation and 
disaster in FATA. We received information regarding the disaster in FATA in the lifeline program 
of BBC last year, and then we forwarded this information to others. Due to which government 
started relief operation in FATA. 
I would like to conclude it in these words that ‘without voice, citizens cannot be heard’. It 
means if they are not provided voice their problems will not be solved. This voice can be 
provided by media. So until and unless there is indigenous media which could bring their issues 
to the mainstream, we will be informed and if not we will remain confused. This ongoing 
situation would be changed by the promotion and encouragement of local media in FATA, 
which would be run by the local journalists. Where they would not feel any threat, otherwise 
this ongoing situation would remain tense. 
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Sailab Mahsud 

 
Thank you very much. When we go to programs like this the audiences expect more 
information from us (local journalist). However, I am confused here as to where should I start 
from, the scale and depth of problems are so huge that it is difficult to pick and choose. 
A journalist is supposed to serve everyone in the society; he is not supposed to serve an 
individual or a specific group. A journalist is supposed to bring the truth in front of people 
without any bias. But in a situation where drone is in the air and guns on the ground are striking 
people, truth is difficult to hold and cannot be brought to the people that easily.  
Another important thing is that people expect more information from me as a senior journalist 
from the area; I usually say one thing that FATA is a butcher’s shop where blood and flesh 
(human meat) is available for sale and America is the buyer while Islamabad and Peshawar are 
the sellers. All NGOs are being run by the family members and other relatives of Generals of 
Army. Some of the NGOs are even run by the wives of these Generals. The foreign funds coming 
in the name of Pashtuns and in the name of people of FATA are being taken by these people. 
The NGOs offices are located in Islamabad while they are claiming that they are working for 
FATA while they have no concern with people of FATA. I would give the reference of Mahsud 
tribe of South Waziristan Agency (SWA), where 0.05 million populations were displaced after 
the operation Rah-e-Nijat. When according to the previous census the population of the SWA 
was 0.04 million and 50 thousands, including Ahmadzai Wazir, Dotani tribe and Suleman khel 
tribe, but after the operation the population of Mahsud tribe displaced was 0.05 million, so 
disparities lies in numbers and as per the statistics my calculation is that the population passes 
more than 0.08 million. The houses and all other properties of Mahsud IDPs were destroyed 
along with fields and small canals system between mountains. The Jungles (mountainous 
forests) were considered sacred before and no one was allowed to cut them , even fines were 
imposed for violations but now these forests are being cut and destroyed causing 
environmental degradation. My intension in mentioning it here is to tell you that our fields, 
orchards and forests are being destroyed. An individual tribesman has property of some 2 
kanals of land, a mud house (kacha makan), some cattle and some sort of modern and 
traditional weapons. If you snatch this property from him he would of course become a Talib (a 
militant). Before, Talban were only five thousands but ignorance and bad treatment of tribal 
people lead to popularity of Talibans and people later were even compelled to join militants for 
their own security compulsions 
I agree with Safi that there is a big dangerous international game being played in FATA. I would 
say that it is a step towards world war III. I would say that our miseries and our losses are 
irreparable. As Safi told in detail that the forces we backed/supported in FATA are now free 
from our command, because ISI, Army and Taliban are not the only forces operating in FATA, 
there are not only Afghanis, Pakistanis and Americans, but there are so many other forces 
operating in FATA. I would not go into the detail.  
Now what is the role of media in FATA in these circumstances when everything belonging to the 
people of SWA has been destroyed? According to data collected some three years ago, there 
were around 642 educational institutions including, schools, colleges, girls’ colleges, degree 
colleges, primary schools and middle schools. 102 among these 642 institutions were destroyed 
completely either by military operation or by militants, while the rest remain closed. The 



30 
 

situation is worst in Wana, the headquarters of SWA, where educational institutions are being 
occupied and used by army. If the situation remains and educational institutions are being used 
for war purpose then how can we guarantee that youth would not join militancy? I twice went 
to Government Degree College Tank to report the situation. I was surprised when the students 
told me that there are LMG machine guns on rooftops of the college. Both the hostels 
(student’s and teacher’s) are in use of Army and second portion of college is also used by 
military. Only ground floor is for students, who are being checked regularly while coming into 
the vicinity. Some of these facilities are also reported to have been used as internment centers.  
Few days back Corps Commander Peshawar visited Wana for which journalists from Islamabad 
and Peshawar were invited while none of the local journalists of FATA was invited in the event. 
Corp Commander said that 37 individuals have been trained and converted from militants to 
normal people through rehabilitation programs run by Army. Local situation is highly tense and 
reports of rights abuses erupt often from different quarters. However, some stories are very 
painstaking and are unfortunately not being reported as there is no particular platform 
available for local journalist. As Safdar said that during last 8 years 12 journalists were killed in 
FATA. Local Talibans though have taken responsibility but doubts exist. Now three radio station 
Diva, Mashal and Ashna, sponsored by America are at the hit list of Taliban. These radios are 
serving FATA more than the mainstream Pakistani media. Because these radio stations directly 
interact with people of FATA in their houses and in tents, and then they bring their demands, 
stories, their problems and their voice to the world. A person told me that some $ 70 million 
development fund was stopped due to these radios highlighting misappropriation, because 
they presented true pictures and ground realties of the funds being used in FATA. On the basis 
of this truth, the foreign donors researched and questioned Pakistani authorities regarding the 
use of these funds. There are two roads built for the people of SWA; one from Tank via Gomal 
Zam to Wana, and the other is from Tank via Jandola, Sararogha to Makin. People have paid 
huge cost for these two roads and we do not know whether the suffering has ended here or 
not. Educational institutions have been destroyed and there is no hospital and they say the IDPs 
went back to their homes. Before the beginning of Rah-e-Nijat operation in SWA army and 
Taliban both were announcing in mosques and from other loudspeakers that people should 
leave the area as there will be a war. While announcing they promised that people will come 
back after two months. Now the war has been ended with all destructions which I discussed 
before but even after passage of two years and four months those IDPs could not return to 
their homes. Those who went back to their homes are quite a few in numbers and have 
returned to few areas including Chagmalai area which is near to Wana, Spinkai Raghzai which is 
some 4 km away from FR Jandola in the very east of SWA. Other than these areas people 
cannot go to their homes, though some people who are living on the road side went back. Even 
Taliban eliminated the old camps of British forces in Sararogha and Ladda. They even sold the 
stones of those camps and castles. According to my estimate 30% of the total area is under 
Army while the rest 70% of the area is under Taliban control. Army controls only the areas near 
roads. In fact there is no hurdle for Taliban in the remote area and they move around easily. 
It is not fair from any angle that the government gives only two roads and two cadets’ colleges 
to the people at the cost of so much sufferings and difficulties  



31 
 

The military men living in SWA give contracts of development works to their own relatives. 
They call their relatives from Rawalpindi, Islamabad and KPK for these contracts. None of the 
Mahsud tribal person was allowed to work as a contractor in these development projects.  
Now under these circumstances, it is not possible for a journalist to perform his duties in a 
transparent and independent manner. Therefore I believe, media should be taken with due 
attention and hurdles in its way be removed for our own peace and development. 
 
Sami Yusufzai 
Tribal areas should be called the troubled areas for everyone. If you look at reports coming out 
of FATA, you will realize that very few reports have been covered which indicate that there is 
limited media activity or circumstances do not permit complete coverage. Most of the time 
news is there but its footage is not available. Journalist put their lives in danger to report 
anything from FATA. If you look at the local circumstances there is too much to report but 
hardly it get to news. The local journalist are too much afraid and don’t share news. The 
awareness which is spreading in tribal areas is due to international media and not due to local 
media. 
This is a fact that journalist life is not that easy in FATA; a small mistake in the eyes of militants 
can cost you life. I myself escaped many life threats, I am lucky that I still live otherwise I was 
and am still a target to be made example for others. I agree with mr Safi that media 
organizations are not supporting journalist in FATA. I think they can and should provide the 
required support. Local as well as western media is giving few thousand rupees as salary; this is 
one of the major reasons why the journalists are not producing good stories. I believe private 
news agencies should provide good salaries to journalists as it will motivate them to work hard.   
FATA Journalists are working in a limited space allowed as both militants and security forces 
have drawn boundaries for them. There are many other issues like whenever there is a drone 
attack and news comes out that it killed two to three persons, we want to get details but it 
never happens. The local journalist even if knows the detail, can’t broadcast because of the fear 
of Taliban and security forces. Similarly big military convoys are being destroyed but local 
journalists are not reporting it.  
It is a norm for Journalists to receive life threatening calls from Taliban or from unknown 
persons. Even if Journalists want to report without mentioning their names, they can’t as FATA 
is quiet close and everybody knows who is doing what. I can only pray that the situation in FATA 
gets better so that we can do our job well. 
 
FM radio stations, local radio stations and International radios are playing very important role 
in spreading awareness amongst the people of FATA. In the recent past, radio has greatly 
helped in countering militancy by airing religious programs etc 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Anwarullah Khan 
 
First of all, I would like to make a comment on Mr. Haroon Rashid’s remarks. I want to make a 
correction that there are many television viewers in tribal areas, so are radio listeners and 
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newspaper readers. There is access to private television channels like Geo, Samaa, Dawn etc. 
they are being viewed while internet facilities also exist especially in my area in Bajaur Agency. 
In short media is present in FATA. 
However, I feel that there are many challenges being faced by journalists during reporting. 
Unlike in Sawat and Malakand division where ISPR was distributing information, in FATA no 
assistance is coming from ISPR. Different players in FATA are using media to their own 
advantage. News is being shared with journalist but they are not extended cooperation for his 
own investigation for the veracity of information. There is no concept of freedom of expression 
in FATA which results in having no access to public information. Whatever journalists are 
reporting, they are taking big risks. The FCR is a big way in the free flow of information and 
working condition for journalist in FATA. 
Training of media persons is an important aspect that big organization must take into account 
for the staff capacity building. Big media organizations like GEO and DAWN need to train and 
organize workshops for their correspondents for their capacity building. This will help bring 
quality news and information from FATA. 
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Annexure E 

Press clipping 

 
3 March 2012: Govt urged to ensure security of media persons in FATA :Islamabad—Speakers at a 
seminar have urged the Government to take appropriate measures to ensure the safety and security of 
journalists particularly in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) to make the slogan of freedom of 
expression true.Media persons in FATA are facing threat to their lives and honour and even their family 
members are not safe at the hands of militants as well as security forces, they said at the seminar on 
‘Role of Media in Peace and Development in FATA; Issues and Challenges’, organized by FATA Research 
Center (FRC) on Wednesday.  President FRC Dr Ashraf Ali presided over the seminar while former 
Information Minister Dr Anisazeb Tahirkheli, TV Anchor Saleem Safi, President Tribal Union of Journalists 
Safdar Hayat Dawar renowned journalists including Haroon Rasheed, Sailab Mehsud, Anwarullah Khan, 
Tahir Khan and Sami Yusufzai addressed the seminar. FRC Directors Saifullah Mehsud and Mansur Khan 
Mehsud also attended the seminar besides journalists and students. Participants of the seminar 
deliberated on the issue journalists are facing in tribal areas saying that in a war like situation it is very 
difficult for journalists to discharge their professional duties. They were of the view that journalists in 
FATA are facing multi-faceted challenges like no access to information, pressure from local 
administration, security forces, militants and even they are facing life threat in case story annoys any of 
the stake-holders. They maintained that at present Pakistan has separate strategy for different areas, 
which resulted in confusion and chaos like situation and has caused dent to country’s socio economic 
structure and it is difficult to devise a unanimous strategy under these circumstances. It is imperative to 
put the house in order so that matters will be streamlined for betterment of the country and its people. 
This situation has created a war economy which is encouraging terrorism, extremism in Pakistan, the 
stake-holders in this war game are not ready to compromise their interests and are fanning the situation 
by one or the other way, the speakers opined. It was opinion of the participants that youth in tribal 
areas is inspired with gun and muscle power of Taliban and security forces and are least interested in 
joining media as a profession, because they have not seen media as a growing institution. It is 
imperative to create awareness among young people of FATA about the importance of media in 
resolving their problems and building consensus among stake-holders for resolution of long-standing 
issue, the suggested. It was observed that journalists in settled areas of Pakistan are also facing 
problems like FATA journalists, but they have backing of judiciary, civil society and Parliament which 
tribal journalists are lacking. Judiciary, civil society and opposition always came for rescue of media in 
any crisis time but there is no voice for journalists of tribal areas, they added. At present political 
leadership has delegated all its powers to military leadership particularly regarding the FATA which 
helped the military establishment to manipulate the situation and hold complete black-out for media. In 
his welcome address Dr Ashraf Ali said that media is facing tough time in FATA and so far more than 12 
journalists were killed in this war ravaged area of Pakistan. “It is unfortunate that responsibility for 
murder of journalists in FATA was not fixed in spite of dozens of reports and inquiries no one was taken 
to task”, he said. Tribal journalists are working in hostile situation and under big risk without any 
communication facilities to feed their organizations, Dr Ashraf said, adding that government should 
ensure the safety of journalists and institutions initiate programmes to impart proper training to media 
person. Terming media a channel and a window for providing know-how to people across the world, 
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former Information Minister Anisazeb Tahirkheli said that Pakistani media has failed to bridge the 
communication gap between FATA and rest of the world and there is lot of confusion as what is 
happening in FATA. “Even people of Pakistan are not well aware about what is happening in FATA as 
there is complete black-out”, she maintained.“When I was minister, our government tried to establish 
television channels and FM radios in tribal areas to take transmission to Afghanistan and even to Central 
Asian States but Army not allowed on the name of strategic position”, former minister said, adding that 
ISPR has set up many FM Radios which are operating from outside, similarly private sector be involved 
to set up FM radios in FATA. 
 

 

    

1 March : Fata journalists on razor’s edge: ISLAMABAD: Media persons in the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) are caught between the devil and the deep blue sea, and 12 of them 
have lost their lives during the past 10 years. This was stated by participants of a seminar “Role of media 
in peace and development in Fata: issues and challenges” organised by Fata Research Centre here on 
Wednesday.Former minister of state for information Anisa Zeb Tahirkheli said it was very difficult to 
work in the tribal areas. Maliks are being targeted by Taliban; journalists are being threatened by both 
agencies and the Taliban. There should be a regulatory authority to ensure that mediapersons worked 
freely, she added.“When as the minister of state for information I wanted to install transmitters at the 
Durand Line to ensure radio signals there, I was not allowed to do so due to security reasons. I don’t 
know how journalists are coping with the situation in that area because tendency of intolerance is 
increasing day by day,” Ms Tahirkheli added. Journalist Saleem Safi said media had failed to educate the 
world about Fata as well as people of the area about the world due to which at the moment no one has 
accurate information about the situation. There is a communication gap between the journalists and 
owners of media houses so the latter cannot understand their problems. On the other hand, most of the 
journalists in the tribal areas even don’t get their salaries and are becoming sandwiched between the 
security forces and Taliban. President Tribal Union of Journalists Safdar Hayat Dawar said so far 12 
journalists of Fata had been assassinated. He alleged that both the military and Taliban forced 
mediapersons to file stories of their choice, adding both didn’t care about human rights. Taliban are 
running radio stations but the government does not issue licences to ordinary citizens, he added. 
“Overall, 240 journalists are working in the tribal areas and 40 per cent out of them do not get salaries. 
Recently, a journalist, Mukarram Khan Atif died but not a single MNA bothered to visit his house,” he 
said. Senior journalist from Fata Sailab Mehsud said tribal areas were facing severe problems. He said 
500,000 people from the Mehsud tribe had migrated from the area. On the other hand, the number of 
Taliban in the area is increasing due to negative polices of the government. There are so many forces in 
the region and everyone is playing their own game. “There were 642 educational institutes in the area, 
out of which 102 were completely destroyed both by Taliban and the army. The remaining have been 
closed and army personnel are using them as their residences. So many journalists were killed by other 
forces but the name of Taliban was used every time. Even at the moment, 70 per cent area of Fata is 

http://dawnnews.tv/index.php
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under the control of Taliban,” he said. Haroon Rasheed, correspondent of BBC, said development cannot 
be carried out without a free media. He said 80 per cent males and 70 per cent females in the area 
listened to radio. Only five per cent people have access to newspapers. Taliban are using internet but 
the facility is not available to the local people. Sami Yousufzai of Newsweek said tribal areas should be 
called ‘troubled areas’. At the moment, most of the journalists are reporting about drone attacks and 
they even don’t mention the identities of the victims. Anwarullah Khan of Bajaur said he filed a report 
about killing of 30 persons in a village due to army’s bombardment and pointed out that according to 
residents of the area the victims were loyal to Pakistan.“The army commandant called me and said my 
house would be demolished. On the request of my relatives, the commandant forgave me but on the 
condition that I would leave the area for good. Now I am living in Peshawar,” he said. 

 
 

 
 
Friday, March 02, 2012 
 

Govt urged to ensure security of journalists in FATA 

ISLAMABAD: The government should take appropriate measures to ensure the security of journalists, 
particularly in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) to make the slogan of freedom of 
expression true.  Media persons in FATA are facing threat to their lives and honour and even their family 
members are not safe from militants as well as security forces. This was the crux of the seminar on ‘Role 
of Media in Peace and Development in FATA; Issues and Challenges’, organised by FATA Research Centre 
(FRC) on Thursday.  FRC President Dr Ashraf Ali presided over the seminar while former information 
minister Dr Anisazeb Tahirkheli, TV Anchor Saleem Safi, Tribal Union of Journalists President Safdar 
Hayat Dawar, renowned journalists, including Haroon Rasheed, Sailab Mehsud, Anwarullah Khan, Tahir 
Khan and Sami Yusufzai addressed the seminar. FRC Directors Saifullah Mehsud and Mansur Khan 
Mehsud also attended the seminar besides journalists and students. The participants discussed the 
challenges faced by FATA journalists. They were of the view that journalists in FATA were facing multi-
faceted challenges, like no access to information, pressure from local administration, security forces and 
militants. They face life threats in case a story annoys any of the stakeholders. They maintained that at 
present Pakistan has separate strategy for different areas, which resulted in confusion. This has dented 
the country’s socio-economic structure and it is difficult to devise a unanimous strategy under these 
circumstances. This situation has created a war economy which is encouraging terrorism and extremism 
in the country. The stakeholders in this war game are not ready to compromise their interests and are 
fanning the situation by one or the other way, the speakers opined. At present political leadership has 
delegated all its powers to military leadership particularly in FATA, which helped the military 
establishment to manipulate the situation and impose a media black-out. Dr Ashraf Ali said that media 
was facing tough time in FATA and so far more than 12 journalists had been killed in this war-ravaged 
area. “It is unfortunate that responsibility for murder of journalists in FATA was not fixed despite 
commissioning of dozens of reports and inquiries, and no one was taken to task,” he said. Tribal 
journalists are working in a hostile situation without any communication facilities to feed their 
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organisations, he said, adding that government should ensure the safety of journalists and should 
initiate programmes to impart proper training to journalists. Former information minister Anisazeb 
Tahirkheli said that Pakistani media has failed to bridge the communication gap between FATA and rest 
of the world and there is lot of confusion as to what is actually going on in FATA. She said that media 
must work hard to bring peace and stability in tribal areas, which will open vistas for development and 
prosperity. Army is at the helm of affairs in FATA and is not ready to share power with civilian 
government, while under such circumstances it is difficult for media to work as it is not being allowed to 
be critical of wrongdoings, she lamented. Saleem Safi was of the view that media has two fold 
responsibility. First, to inform Pakistani people as well as the rest of the world about FATA situation, and 
second, to connect people of FATA with rest of the world. But, he added, media has failed in both and 
people across the globe and even in Pakistan are ignorant about FATA situation and with the passage of 
time this communication gap is widening, which is disastrous. 

 


