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List of Abbreviations

1. FATA: Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
2. FC: Frontier Corps 
3. FCR: Frontier Crimes Regulation 
4. FR: Frontier Region 
5. IDP: Internally Displaced Persons 
6. IED: Improvised Explosive Device 
7. KPK: Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
8. LeJ: Lashkar-e-Jhangvi 
9. LI: Lashkar-e-Islam 
10. NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
11. PATA: Provincially Administered Tribal Areas 
12. Sect: Sectarian 
13. TTP: Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
14. SWA: South Waziristan Agency 
15. NWA: North Waziristan Agency 
16. KA: Kurram Agency 
17. OA: Orakzai Agency 
18. KHA: Khyber Agency 
19. MA: Mohmand Agency 
20. BA: Bajaur Agency 
21. PA: Political Agent
22. APA: Assistant Political Agent
23. TUI: Tauheed- ul- Islam 
24. AUI: Ansar-ul Islam
25. IMU: Islamic Movement Uzbikistan 
26. IJG: Islamic Jihad Group  
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Military operation: Large-scale operations launched by military and paramilitary troops against 
militants in FATA to maintain law and order and establish the writ of the state. 

Operational attack: Pre-emptive attacks launched by military and paramilitary troops to purge 
an area of militants. 

Militant attack: Indiscriminate use of violence by militant outfits such as Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP), Lashkar-e- Islam (LI) etc., manifested through suicide attacks, beheadings and 
destruction of educational institutions, CD/video shops, etc. 

Ethno-political violence: The threat or use of violence, often against the civilian population, to 
achieve political or social ends, to intimidate opponents, or to publicize grievances. 

Inter-tribal clash: Clashes or feuds reported between tribes, mainly in FATA, where insurgents 
are attacking their rival tribes. 

Search and hunt operation: Launched by law enforcement agencies on information of 
intelligence agencies to hunt or purge a particular locality of suspected militants and their 
hideouts. 

Sectarian attacks: Indiscriminate use of violence on differences between the various Islamic 
schools of thought over interpretation of religious commandments. Incidents involving 
indiscriminate use of violence perpetrated by banned sectarian outfits such as Lashkar-e- 
Jhangvi (LeJ), Tehrik-e-Jafria, Imamia Student Organization (ISO), Sipah-e-Muhammad, etc., 
against rival schools of religious thought. 

Sectarian clashes: Violent clashes between armed factions of banned sectarian outfit or 
between followers of rival sects such as Sunni-Shia and Deobandi-Barelvi strife. Sectarian 
clashes also include tribal feuds between followers of Sunni and Shia schools of thought such as 
in Kurram Agency, where Sunni tribesmen from Chamkani, Mangal, Bangash frequently clashes 
with Shia Turi and Bangash tribes. 

Overall number of attacks: The sum of militant and counter-militant attacks of the security 
forces besides drone attacks, incidents of ethno-political violence, and attacks by sectarian 
insurgents.

Tehsildar: A revenue administrative officer in Pakistan and India in charge from obtaining 
taxation from a Tehsil.
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FRC Quarterly Security Report
(January, February, March) 

2012

Introduction 
FATA has become the center of global attention since 9/11. Local militancy has grown with 
spillover effects all over Pakistan. It has been confronted with drastic political, administrative, 
social and economic crises. However, it is argued that FATA has immense potential to progress 
and grow.  The quarterly security report of FRC is part of its research efforts towards peace and 
development in the volatile tribal areas and aims to address the need to understand the broader 
security environment. The objective is to outline and categorize the forms of violent extremism 
taking place, the role of militant groups, and the scale of terrorist activities. The security report is 
the result of intensive research by the FRC team, utilizing local correspondents and media 
reports. 

FATA Profile 
The Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA) is strategically located between the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border and the settled areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. FATA, both historically and 
traditionally, has had a unique administrative and political status since British control over the 
area in 1894. In 1893, a demarcation line was drawn between Pak & Afghanistan known as 
Durand Line, marking the boundary of British control and artificially dividing the lands held by the 
local tribes between the two domains. The British controlled the area through an effective 
combination of Political Agents and tribal elders, while leaving the people with their traditions 
and internal independence. The head of each tribal agency is the Political Agent who wields 
extensive powers; each agency, depending on its size, has about two to three assistant political 
agents, about three to four Tehsildars and four to nine Naib Tehsildars and requisite supporting 
staff. Pakistan inherited the system and more or less continued with it even today. FATA is 
characterized by a very strong tribal structure and very rich ethnic diversity and cultural heritage. 
There are 26 main tribes with approximately 32 sub tribes in FATA. The population of FATA is 
estimated to be 3.3 million with a population density of 117 persons per square kilometer and an 
estimated population growth rate of 2.19 percent. 

Administratively, the Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) is the chief executive for FATA as 
an agent of President of Pakistan. There are three administrative set-ups, namely, Ministry of 
States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON), FATA Secretariat, and FATA Development Authority 
(FDA) which supports and run FATA under the direction of the Governor KPK. FATA is governed 
through the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) of 1901.
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Security Overview (January-March) 2012

  Attack Tactics First Quarter 2012  Incidents

1  Suicide  Attacks  5

2
 

Rocket Attacks
 

1

3
 

Bomb Blasts
 

15

4
 

Kidnappings
 

2

5

 
Landmines

 
4

6

 

Target Killings

 

2

7

 

Cross Border Attacks

 

1

8 IED 5

Total 35

S.No.

  Security Situation in FATA
First Quarter 2012  

S.No.
 
Agency

 
Incidents

 
Killed

 
Injured

1 Bajaur 4 15 3
    

2
 

NWA
 

16
 

42
 

15

3

 

SWA

 

18

 

95

 

7

4

 

Mohmand

 

5

 

20

 

-

5

 

Kurram

 

15

 

162

 

119

6

 

Orakzai

 

9

 

138

 

34

7 Khyber 40 258 164

Total 107 730 342

The security situation in FATA remained unstable during the first quarter of 2012. Attacks were 
reported on security forces, members of peace committees and educational institutions. 
increased militant activities were reported in Khyber Agency which were followed by small scale 
operations from security forces in Orakzai and Kurram Agency in which militant hideouts were 
destroyed. Drone attacks also took place during the first quarter of 2012. A total of 107 incidents 
occurred with 1072 casualties including 730 persons being killed and 342 persons  injured. Most 
of the killings took place in Khyber Agency followed by Kurram and Orakzai agencies. The least  
number of incidents was reported in Bajaur agency followed by Mohmand and Orakzai. The 
following table shows number of incidents and casualties in seven agencies of FATA during the 
first quarter of 2012.

The following table shows different attack tactics used during the first quarter of 2012. There 
were 35 incidents recorded with various attack tactics. The first quarter saw 15 incidents of bomb 
blasts, five incidents of suicide attacks and IEDs each, and one incident of cross border attack.
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Casualties Type First Quarter 2012 Killed Injured 

1 Militants 457 177 

2 Civilians
 

183
 

112
 

3 Security Forces
 

90
 

53
 

Total 730 342

S.No.

  Comparison of Security Situation in FATA
Between Last Quarter 2011 and First Quarter 2012

S.No.
 
Agency

 
Incidents

 
Killed

 
Injured

  
Last 

Quarter

 2011

 

First 
Quarter 

2012

 

Last 
Quarter

 2011

 

First 
Quarter 

2012

 

Last 
Quarter

2011

First 
Quarter 

2012

1

 

Bajaur

 

12

 

4

 

6

 

15

 

17 3

2

 

NWA

 

19

 

16

 

48

 

42

 

91 15

3

 

SWA

 

19

 

18

 

43

 

95

 

61 7

4

 

Mohmand

 

7

 

5

 

34

 

20

 

41 -

5

 

Kurram

 

13

 

15

 

113

 

162

 

71 119

6 Orakzai 32 9 405 138 59 34

7 Khyber 31 40 145 258 39 164

Total 133 107 794 730 379 342

During the first quarter of 2012 a total of 1,072 casualties were reported including 730 killed 
and 342 injured. These included 295 civilians, 143 security forces personnel and 634 
militants.

The first quarter of 2012 saw 26 less incidents than the last quarter of 2011. Overall there were 
101 less casualties in the first quarter of 2012 as compared to last quarter of 2011. There were 
64 fewer killings with 37 fewer people injured. The following table shows the comparative figures 
for the last quater2011 and first quarter 2012.

The TTP announced that it will target each and every Member of Parliament who supports the 
“shameful and unacceptable” reopening of NATO supply routes in Pakistan. TTP spokesman 
Ehsanullah Ehsan also advised the drivers of NATO supply trucks to quit their jobs, because the 
TTP will publically slaughter drivers transporting NATO supplies.
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South Waziristan Agency (SWA)

Security Situation In South Waziristan Agency  
First Quarter 2012  

Number of Attacks  18

Drone Attacks
 

3

Miscellaneous  Attacks
 

15

Killed

 
95

Injured

 

7

Total Number of Casualties 102

Security Situation In South Waziristan  Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters  
Last Quarter 

2011  

First Quarter 2012

Number of Attacks
 

19
 

18

Drone Attacks
 

6
 

3

Miscellaneous  Attacks
 

14
 

15

Killed

 

43

 

95

Injured

 

61

 

7

Total Number of Casualties 104 102

South Waziristan is a mountainous region of North-Western Pakistan, bordering Afghanistan 
and covering a 6,620 square kilometer area, with a total estimated population of 430,000. 
Waziristan is divided into two agencies for administrative purposes (South and North). It 
comprises west and south west area of Peshawar between the Touchi River to the north and the 
Gomal River to the south. South Waziristan is the largest agency of FATA. It has two 
headquarters, Tank in winter and Wana in summer. The civil administration of South Waziristan 
Agency has been functioning since 1895 under a Political Agent who administers civil, criminal 
and revenue cases in accordance with the Frontier Crime Regulation and Customary Law. The 
Agency is divided into three administrative sub divisions: Sarwakai, Ladha and lower form of 
Wana. There are five tribes in the region; namely the Mahsud, the Ahmadzai Wazir of Wana, the 
Bhittani of Jandola, the Burki of the Kaniguram area and the Dotani near the border of Zhob. 
TTP and the Mullah Nazir group of Wana are the main militant groups active in South Waziristan 
Agency.

Security Situation in SWA:
The overall number of casualties in first quarter of 2012 reached 102 which include 95 killed and 
7 injured. Three drone attacks were also reported.

The comparative security situation almost remained the same in terms of casualties, despite the 
total number of attacks including drone and miscellaneous attacks dropping to 36 from 39. The 
following table shows details of incidents  and casualties in both quarters.

During the first quarter of 2012 , there were reports over a series of meetings between militant 
groups in FATA seeking to put an end to months long internal strife that has affected their 
movement. According to different field and news reports, members of al Qaeda and the Afghan 
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Taliban, including the Haqqani Network, have all been involved in trying to bridge the differences 
among the various factions of TTP, particularly those loyal to Hakimullah Mehsud, the group 
leader, and Wali-ur-Rehman, Hakimullah's deputy and the head of the TTP in South Waziristan.

The five members who were involved in the meetings were Amir Hamza representing Mullah 
Nazir, Maulvi Azmat ullah Mehsud representing Wali-ur-Rehman, Noor Syed representing 
Hakimullah Mehsud, Safdar Hayat representing Gul Bahadar and Saeedullah representing the 
Haqqani network.

In Birmal sub division, three of Mullah Nazir group's commanders including Shamsullah, Amir 
Hamza Tojikhel and Qari Haleemullah, were killed in a March 13 drone strike. It was admitted by 
the Mullah Nazir group in a pamphlet in which the group  vowed to avenge the death of its 
commanders.

Security forces conducted operations against TTP militants in Wana, South Waziristan at the 
start and at the end of the quarter. This included a small scale operation against the Tora Shpa 
(Dark Night) group of TTP. The group was formed for the specific purpose of raising money for 
TTP through criminal activities like kidnappings and extortion. Mullah Nazir allowed it to 
establish a base in Wana and from there it conducts operations in KPK and Baluchistan. It was 
formed after a peace agreement between Mullah Nazir and Hakimullah Mehsud of TTP. 

The military establishment is concerned over the alliance of TTP and Maulvi Nazir as this has 
resulted in increased attacks on criminal activities and the military in the area. Though the 
military conducted an operation at the end of quarter and claimed to have killed 40 militants, 
there is no sign of reduced violence in the area.

Despite the operation, a senior commander of the Maulvi Nazir group said that the peace treaty 
they had entered into with the Pakistani Government in 2007 has not been affected. 

Overall, South Waziristan remained unstable during this quarter.
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North Waziristan Agency (NWA) 

Security Situation In North Waziristan Agency  
First Quarter 2012  

Number of Attacks
 

16

Drone Attacks
 

9

Miscellaneous  Attacks
 

7

Killed

 
42

Injured

 

15

Total Number of Casualties 57

    Security Situation In North Waziristan Agency

Comparison of Two Quarters
 

Last Quarter 2011
 

First Quarter
2012

Number of Attacks
 

19
 

16

Drone Attacks

 
8

 
9

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

10

 

7

Killed

 

48

 

42

Injured 91 15

Total Number of Casualties 139 57

North Waziristan borders South Waziristan, FR Bannu, FR Karak, Hangu, Kurram Agency and 
Afghanistan. Its capital is Miranshah and other major towns include Mir Ali and Razmak. It 
consists of three sub-divisions and nine Teshils. The population of North Waziristan is estimated 
to be between 350,000 to 450,000. Its total land area is 4,750 square kilometers. It is an 
extremely conservative area socially and religiously. Major tribes include the Utmanzai and the 
Dawars. There are dozens of militant groups operating in the area. The major ones include Gul 
Bahadur Group, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Haqqani Network, Islamic Movement of 
Uzbikistan (IMU), Islamic Jihad Group (IJG), Punjabi Taliban and the Abu Akasha Iraqi Group. 
Mullah Nazir is an ally of Gul Bahadur Group and TTP here.

Security Situation in NWA
This quarter witnessed a total of 16 incidents in NWA in which a total of 57 casualties took place 
including 42 killed and 15 injured.

There were 82 fewer casualties than the last quarter. A reduction in attacks was observed 
(except for drone strikes, which increased by one). The following table compares previous two 
quarters.

During this quarter, the formation of a new leadership council known as the Shura-e-Muraqba 
was announced. The council was meant for reconciling differences among the various factions 
of the militants and as an attempt to reorient them towards focusing their efforts against NATO 
forces in Afghanistan.

An alliance of four different groups vowed loyalty to Mullah Omar, the head of the Afghan Taliban. 
The alliance represented Wali Rehman and Hakimullah of TTP, Maulvi Nazir of Wana, South 
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Waziristan, Hafiz Gul Bahadur of North Waziristan, and the Afghan Haqqani Network. there 
have been ongoing reports that  TTP has split into two factions, one led by Hakimullah, the 
central leader, and the other by Wali Rehman.  However, TTP denies these claims.

There were also reports of Hakimullah Mehsud's death based on statements of intelligence 
officials who intercepted a number of Taliban radio communications. Reportedly, Mehsud was 
killed in a drone strike on January 12 in North Waziristan. The TTP has also denied these 
reports.  Such reports are difficult to pin down given that it is not easy to get accurate information 
from the  area.

Another important development concerned the Swiss couple who were freed after being held 
hostage by the TTP for almost eight months. They were abducted at gunpoint from Baluchistan 
on July 1, 2011. The TTP claimed responsibility for the kidnapping in July and released a ransom 
video in October featuring the couple. The TTP demanded $3.3 million for their release along 
with the release of 100 imprisoned Taliban fighters and Aafia Siddiqui, a Pakistani neuroscientist 
currently serving 86 years term in a US prison for attempting to shoot an American soldier in 
Afghanistan in 2008. According to Pakistani security officials, the couple reported that they 
escaped the custody of their captors before heading to the military checkpoint in Miranshah, 
North Waziristan. However, a spokesman for the TTP said that the couple was released after a 
council of elders convened. There are also rumors that Government paid a billion rupees and 
released 100 TTP men from prisons. 

Money is the main reason for the increased incidents of kidnapping by TTP as they are short of 
cash for their cause. Pakistani intelligence officials announced that approximately 85 
Frenchmen have been training with the Pakistani Taliban in NWA for the last three years. Most of 
them have dual nationality of France and North African countries. According to officials, they 
“operate under the name Jihad-e-Islami,” led by a French commander known as Abu Tarek. 

Assistant Political Agent (APA) of the MirAli subdivision Azmat Jamal was assassinated in his 
office by unidentified armed men. The tension in the area has increased. Militants are targeting 
PA, APA, government officials and NGOs members.Aa
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Kurram Agency (KA) 

 Security Situation In Kurram Agency
First Quarter 2012  

Number of Attacks
 

15

Bomb Blasts
 

4

Target Killing
 

1

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 
10

Killed

 

162

Injured

 

119

Total Number of Casualties 281

Security Situation In  Kurram Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters 
 

Last Quarter 
2011

 

First Quarter
2012

Number of Attacks
 

13
 

15

Bomb Blast

 

7

 

4

Target Killing

 

2

 

1

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

4

 

10

Killed

 

113

 

162

Injured 71 119

Total Number of Casualties 184 281

Kurram was declared as an agency in 1892 and was made part of Pakistan in 1947. Kurrum 
Agency comprises three sub divisions including Upper Kurram (almost 80% Shia), Central 
Kurram(95% Sunni) and Lower Kurram(80% Sunni). The total area of the Agency is 1,278 
square miles. The total population of the agency is estimated to be around 450,000. Kurrum is 
surrounded by Afghanistan from three sides. In the south it borders  North Waziristan. In the 
east, the agency borders the Hangu district of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Orakzai Agency and 
Khyber Agency. In the north, the agency borders the Afghan province of Nangarhar where the 
famous Al-Qaida base Tora Bora is situated. Kurram Agency has a history of sectarian tension 
and clashes between the Sunni and Shia sects which resulted in thousands of deaths from both 
sides. Main Shia militant groups include Hizbullah, Mehdi Militia and Hydri Taliban. Major Sunni 
militant group include TTP, Tehrik e Taliban Islami Pakistan (TTIP) of Fazal Saeed Haqqani and 
Haqqani Network. Fazal Saeed Haqqani has separated from TTP and formed TTIP.

Security Situation in KA:
The security situation in Kurram Agency remains volatile. There were 281 casualties reported in 
30 incidents. A total of 162 people were killed and 119 were injured. The following table shows 
details.

Comparative figures show an increase in the intensity of the security situation with a 52 percent 
increase in total casualties and a 47 percent increase in number of attacks. However, a decrease 
in bomb explosions and incidents of target killings was observed. The table below shows 
comparative figures for both quarters.
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The Shaheedano Dhand area in Central Kurram is another conflicting zone along with  Jogi area 
in Central Kurram Agency where Pakistani forces have been attacked. Check posts are not 
considered safe in this area.

The Pakistan Army has been engaged heavily in this agency. The Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) 
General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani also visited the agency to raise the morale of the forces.

The most prominent incident from this agency was the suicide attack that killed at least 26 people 
and injured approximately 36 others outside a mosque in the town of Parachinar in Kurram 
Agency. The incident was followed by protests by locals. A number of private and public 
properties were destroyed by the angry mob. When the Frontier Constabulary (FC) tried to 
disperse the protestors by firing in to the air, some bullets were believed to have been fired on the 
protestor, resulting in six civilian deaths. This followed sectarian violence in the area. The Shia 
community has often criticized electronic, print, social media and civil society for not highlighting 
the issue of sectarian violence and remaining silent. Incidents like this have disturbed the peace 
and harmony that once existed in the area between these two sects.

There were rumors circulating that the local Shia community was responsible for the 23 February 
explosion at Kohat bus terminal in Peshawar, in which 15 people were killed and over 60 injured. 
This rumor was strongly rejected by the local Jirga.
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Orakzai Agency (OA) 

Security Situation In Orakzai Agency
First Quarter 2012

 

Number of Attacks

 

9

 

Operational Attacks

 
5

 

Miscellaneous  Attacks
 

4
 

Killed 138
 

Injured 34
 

Total Number of Casualties
 

172
 

Security Situation In  Orakzai Agency  

Comparison of  Two Quarters
 

Last Quarter 
2011

 

First Quarter
2012

Number
 

of Attacks
 

32
 

9

Operational Attacks

 
-

 
5

Bomb Blasts

 

8

 

-

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

24

 

4

Killed

 

405

 

138

Injured

 

59

 

34

Total Number of Casualties 464 172

Orakzai Agency is spread over an area of 1,538 square kilometers. It is bounded by Kurram 
Agency in the west and Khyber in the north, Kohat district in the south and Peshawar in the east. 
Orakzai Agency is a mountainous tract dissected by numerous dry water courses especially in 
the south western part of the agency. It was made an agency in 1973 by the then Prime Minister 
of Pakistan Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. The capital of Orakzai Agency is Kalaia Town. The Orakzai are 
the main tribe with four other major non Orakzai tribes including the Ali Khel, the Mullah Khel, the 
Mishti and the Shaikhan. However, these tribes have been assimilated into the Orakzai culture 
and are considered to be Orakzais. Total population of the area is estimated to be 230,000. 
TTP is the main militant group active in Orakzai Agency. There is also some presence of Shia 
Hydri Taliban.

Security Situation in OA:
A total of 172 casualties were reported in Orakzai Agency with 138 people killed and 34 injured in 
18 attacks. The following table shows details.

Comparatively the security situation was much less intense in the first quarter of 2012. A 63% 
reduction in casualties, from 464 to 172 individuals, was reported. No operational attacks took 
place for the last quarter 2011 and no bomb blasts were reported in the first quarter 2012. The 
following table shows comparative data for the two quarters.aA

Security forces carried out operations in multiple areas of upper Orakzai Agency in January. 
According to field and press reports, military operations in neighboring Kurram Agency and parts 
of Orakzai Agency had forced militants to seek refuge in upper Orakzai Agency, where militants 
are active and clashes are often reported. According to government sources, ninety percent of 
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the Orakzai tribal region has been cleared of militants; however military operations are still being 
carried out. During the last five years, statements were made from both military and government 
sources that the miscreants have been routed and the area was secured however, militants have 
resurfaced after initial ouster. 

The dead bodies of ten FC paramilitary troops missing since December were recovered in 
Dabori, upper Orakzai. According to security officials, on 21 December 2011, militants attacked 
a check post, killing thirteen soldiers and kidnapping ten. The TTP claimed responsibility for the 
killings and the TTP spokesman, Ehsanullah Ehsan, said the recovery of the dead bodies was 
part of an exchange in which security forces gave TTP the bodies of five militants who were killed 
in the same attack.
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Khyber Agency (KHA)

Security Situation In Khyber Agency  
First Quarter 2012  

Number of
 

Attacks
 

40

Bomb Blasts
 

5

Target Killing
 

1

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 
35

Killed

 

258

Injured

 

164

Total Number of Casualties 422

Security Situation In  Khyber Agency  

Comparison of  Two Quarters
 

Last Quarter 
2011

 

First Quarter
2012

Number of Attacks
 

41
 

40

Bomb Blasts
 

7
 

5

Target Killing

 

11

 

1

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

13

 

35

Killed

 

145

 

258

Injured 39 164

Total Number of Casualties 284 422

The total land area of Khyber Agency is 2,576 square miles. The agency's winter headquarters 
are Peshawar in winter and Landikotal in summer. The major tribe in Khyber Agency is the Afridi 
with eight major sub tribes. However there are important pockets of Mallagoris, Shilmanis, and 
Shinwaries. The population of the area is estimated to be 550,000. Lashker-e-Islam of Mangal 
Bagh Afridi, Ansar ul Islam of Qari Mahboob ul Haq, Naamdar group and Tariq Afridi Group of 
TTP are the main militant groups active in Khyber Agency. Mangal Bagh Afridi, a local militant, is 
in conflict with the Tariq Afridi group of TTP who are encroaching from Darra Adam Khel.

Security Situation in KHA:
Khyber Agency was the worst affected area where 40 attacks took place with 422 total 
casualties, including 258 killed and 164 injured. Khyber Agency remained very tense during the 
reporting quarter. A poor law and order situation was reported in the Agency which is evident 
from the number of incidents and casualties. Security forces are reported to have launched 
operations in the Agency. Since there are several militant groups operating in the area, the 
security situation remain fragile. The following table shows details of incidents and casualties.

Comparatively, the first quarter of 2012 was more intense than last quarter of 2011 and the 
number of casualties increased almost 49% from 284 to 422. However, there was a significant 
decrease in bomb explosions and target killings. The following table shows comparative figures 
for the last quarter of 2011 and the first quarter of 2012.

Security forces launched the Bara operation in September 2009, which still continues with the 
imposition of curfews now and then for the success of the operation. There is no proper data 
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available for IDPs from Bara; however, unverified data says about 20,000 families have been 
displaced to Peshawar, Charsadda and Nowshera. A huge number of displaced persons are 
also present in Jalozai IDPs Camp under humiliating conditions.

The Abdullah Azam Brigade (AAB) threatened to target all public and private places and social 
and religious gatherings in Khyber Agency in retaliation for the military operation conducted in 
Karamna area in Landikotal on January 1.  

There were reports of clashes between the militant groups of Lashkar-e-Islam (LeI) and 
Tauheed-ul-Islam (TuI) for the control of Tirah Valley which is situated 100 kilometers west of 
Peshawar along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. There are four groups; namely Lashkar-e-
Islam, Tauheed-ul-Islam, TTP and Ansar-ul-Islam (AUI), which have been fighting each other for 
control of Tirah Valley, which is considered a safe haven for militants due to its remoteness.

TTP led by Tariq Afridi is fighting the Zakhakhel tribal Lashkar. TUI and AUI are in alliance with 
each other to fight TTP. They are using suicide bombers, IEDs and other tactics to get control of 
the area.

The Zakhakhel peace lashkar (Tauhid-ul-Islam) publicly executed three alleged LI members in 
the Bara subdivision and also arrested three other alleged LI members.
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Mohmand Agency (MA)

 Security Situation In Mohmand Agency
First Quarter 2012

 
Number of Attacks

 
5

Killed
 

20

Total Number of Casualties 20

Security Situation In  Mohmand Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters
 

Last Quarter 2011
 

First Quarter
2012

Number of Attacks
 

7
 

5

Bomb Blasts

 
3

 
0

Target Killing

 

1

 

0

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

3

 

0

Killed

 

34

 

20

Injured 41 0

Total Number of Casualties 75 20

Mohmand Agency was created in 1951. Ghalanai is its capital town. The total area of Mohmand 
Agency is 2,296 square miles with an estimated population of 335,000. The population density of 
the agency is 171 people per square kilometer. It is bounded by Bajaur Agency in the north, 
Khyber Agency in the south, Malakand and Charsadda districts in the east and Peshawar district 
in the south east. The agency is inhabited by many tribes including the Mohmand, the Musa 
Khel, the Daud Khel, the Mero Khel, the Safi, the Tarakzai, the Utman Khel and the Halimzai. Safi 
is a small tribe but it is the most radical tribe in Mohmand Agency; Omar Khalid, the head of the 
insurgency in Mohmand, is also a Safi. TTP is the main militant group in Mohmand Agency.

Security Situation in MA:
The security situation remained peaceful in the agency with five incidents and 20 casualties.  

Comparatively, the situation turned mild with decrease in casualties from 75 to 20. The following 
table shows comparative figures for both quarters

The most prominent incident reported from the agency was Mukarram Khan Aatif's murder. He 
was murdered while praying in a mosque in Peshawar. He was a correspondent for a private TV 
Channel Dunya News and also worked for the Pashto-language Deewa Radio. Aatif had 
previously been forced to relocate his family to Charsadda district due to death threats which he 
and his family had received from militant groups in Mohmand. The TTP was quick to claim 
responsibility for the murder, 'justifying' it by saying that they had killed Aatif for his refusal to give 
due coverage to the Taliban on the Pashto-language Deewa radio station. Reports say that he 
had been receiving threats for some time but had chosen not to publicize the fact, and the TTP 
reportedly have said that Aatif is just one of a number of journalists they are going to kill. 

Overall the Government writ prevails in the agency except for border areas.
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Bajaur Agency (BA)

 
 

Security Situation In Bajaur
First Quarter 2012

Number of Attacks
 

4

Killed
 

15
 

Injured
 

Total Number of Casualties 18

3

Security Situation In  Bajaur Agency  

Comparison
 

of Two Quarters
 

Last Quarter 
2011

 

First Quarter
2012

Number of Attacks
 

12
 

4

Bomb Blasts

 
2

 
0

Target Killing

 

5

 

0

Miscellaneous  Attacks

 

5

 

0

Killed

 

6

 

15

Injured 17 3

Total Number of Casualties 23 18

Bajaur Agency is the smallest of the agencies in FATA.It shares a 52 km long borders with  
Afghanistan's Kunar province. Its population is estimated to be between 800,000 to 900,000.  
The headquarters of the Agency Administration is located in the town of Khar. Bajaur is inhabited 
almost exclusively by Tarkani (Tarkalani) Pashtuns, and the main sub-tribes in Bajaur are the 
Utman Khel, the Tarkalani, the Mamund (Kakazai, Wur and Salarzai) as well as a small 
population of Safis. The Utman Khels are at the southeast of Bajaur, while Mamund are at the 
southwest, and the Tarkani are at the north of Bajaur. Its border with Afghanistan's Kunar 
province makes it of strategic importance to Pakistan and the region. The main militant groups in 
the region are Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Tehrik Jaish Islami Pakistan, Karawan 
Naimatullah group , Dr Ismail Group and Moulana Abdullah Group.

Security Situation in B A:
Bajaur Agency was relatively peaceful during this quarter with 18 casualties. There were four 
attacks in which 15 people were killed and three were injured.

Comparatively there was decrease in the incidents of bomb blasts and target killings. However, 9 
more people were killed during the first quarter of 2012. The following table shows comparative 
figures for both quarters.

There were some positive development reported from the agency as well, like the release of 17 
young men kidnapped from Bajaur by the militants  seven months ago. On September 1, 2011, 
30 boys were kidnapped when they mistakenly crossed the Afghan border. Since these young 
men belonged to the Mamund tribe, which supports Pakistan's government against anti-state 
militants, they were held as hostages. Several boys managed to escape over the past few 
months, but about 8 were still being held in captivity. The boys, ranging from 10 to 30 years of 
age, were at an Eid picnic and inadvertently crossed the border when militants captured them. At 
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the time of the kidnapping, reports stated that the Taliban demanded the release of prisoners in 
exchange for the boys, but local administration officials shared that the young men were “freed 
unconditionally”.

There were reports that peace meetings were held between the government and TTP Bajaur, 
due to which on March 5, the Hakimullah Mahsud-led TTP announced the removal of prominent 
militant commander Maulvi Faqir Mohammad, hailing from Bajaur, as the deputy head of the 
network. Maulvi Faqir Mohammad was made deputy head of the TTP when almost all militant 
groups from the seven tribal regions and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were engaged in fighting against 
Pakistani security forces and formed an umbrella organization called TTP in South Waziristan on 
December 14, 2007.

Overall the government writ is established except for border areas.
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Summary 

Comparing the statistics of last two quarters, the security situation in FATA improved overall. 
However, a comprehensive system of collective security needs to be sorted out for FATA. This 
should not only look into existing threats but new threats on the horizon; specifically, the scenario 
of pos- US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2014 as the security in FATA is interconnected with 
security situation in Afghanistan. Similarly, the security situation in all agencies of FATA is 
interrelated. Pakistan can no longer afford to see problems such as terrorism, sectarian 
violence, intertribal conflicts and extreme poverty in isolation. Security strategies must be 
comprehensive. Our institutions (military, judiciary and parliament) must overcome their narrow 
preoccupations and learn to work across a range of issues for the peace and development in 
FATA.

A more secure FATA is only possible if the people of FATA are given development opportunities. 
Inappropriate law and order, poor security, bad governance, ill infrastructure and an environment 
of fear and threats provide a breeding ground for terrorism and extremism. The federal 
government, in partnership with the provincial governments, should aim to not only prevent 
extremism from flourishing but when it does, civil society should be better prepared to respond. 
Use of force should be the last resort.
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