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Bajuar is the smallest tribal agency in the FATA region with an area around 850 square miles 
having a hilly terrain, not suitable for cultivation. The population of the agency according to the 
population  censes  of  1998  was  595,227.  The  Agency  has  borders  with  Kunar  province  of 
Afghanistan.i

Spread of Talibanization in Bajuar Agency

After 9/11 terror attacks in the US in which three thousand American citizens were  killed, the 
US blamed Al-Qaida for the attacks and demanded from the Taliban Government of Afghanistan 
to handover Osama bin Laden, the head of Al-Qaida, whom they blamed to be the mastermind of 
9/11 attacks. Taliban refused to hand over bin Laden to the US Government, resulting in the US 
invasion on October 7, 2001 and after few weeks of fighting American forces over threw the 
Taliban Government and occupied entire Afghanistan. Thousands of Afghan Taliban and other 
foreign militants migrated to Pak-Afghan border areas of FATA in search of shelter and bases. 
Local people of Bajuar were sympathetic to the cause of these Afghan and other foreign militants 
and considered them Mujahedeen fighting to free their country from the US and NATO forces.ii,

The local Taliban of Bajuar openly came out in the Agency after the 30th October 2006 when US 
drone targeted an Islamic seminary (Madrassa) run by Moulvi Liaqat in Inam Khwaro Chinagai 
Village of Tehsil Mamond in which eighty students along their teachers were killed. This created 
a lot of anger against the Americans among the people of Bajuar Agency. 

Thousands of local Taliban under the leadership of Moulana Faqir Muhammad held protests in 
different areas of Bajuar Agency. Thus the influence of Taliban began to increase in the Agency. 
To get gain more support of the local people, local Taliban militants began to enforce Islamic 
Sharia laws in the Agency like banning listening to music in house, hotels, shops and Public 
transport. They also announced that the business of selling CDs, TVs, and cameras is Haram and 
began to destroy shops selling CDs, TV sets or cameras. Taliban also banned the business of 
landing money on fixed interest terming it Un-Islamic. They also began to levy and collect taxes 
in the Agency. Local Taliban began to dominate the area and government writ was nowhere to be 
seen. Taliban were running their own courts in different areas of Bajuar Agency where local 
people used to bring their disputes with one another for solution.iii

In early 2008 Moulana Faqir Muhammad and Moulvi Omar held a press conference in Sewai 
area and announced the formation of Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) Bajuar and allied the 
local  Taliban  with the  TTP of  Baitullah Mahsud of  South  Waziristan  Agency. Moulvi  Faqir 
Muhammad said that Mullah Omar and Osama bin Laden are our supreme leaders and if Osama 
bin Laden came to Bajuar we will welcome him.iv



Local Taliban also collected weapons and ammunition from the local tribesmen on the pretext 
that the Local Taliban are responsible for providing security to the local people of Bajuar Agency 
and for this reason the local people should keep only one rifle for protection and deposit their 
spare weapons with the local Taliban militants to be used in Jihad against the American and 
NATO forces occupying Afghanistan.v

These activities of Taliban began to irritate the local people and support for Taliban began to 
decrease. Local Taliban militants began to target all those people who dared to oppose them and 
dozens of tribal elders and Maliks were killed for opposing the Taliban and the rest were forced 
to flee the Agency. The killing of the local tribal elders and Maliks by the Taliban created fear 
among the local population of the Agency. vi

 Names of Militant groups of Bajuar Agency 

• TTP

In 2007 local Taliban militants in Bajuar Agency began to gain strength and within a year 
they dominated the Agency, when Faqir Muhammad the head of Bajuar Agency joined the 
TTP of Baitullah Mahsud of South Waziristan Agency in December 2007. Faqir Muhammad 
was made the deputy head of TTP in Bajuar and TTP gained strength in the Agency. TTP 
militants were levying and collecting taxes in the Agency and were running their own courts 
as they have imposed their own brand of Islam in the Agency. State writ was nowhere to be 
seen.vii

1, Faqir Muhammad deputy head of TTP and former head of TTP Bajuar Agency

Moulana Faqir Muhammad, 42, belongs to the Mamond tribe of Bajuar. He was born in the 
village of Chopatra and is a madrassa graduate. He studied under Moulana Abdul Salam and was 
greatly inspired by Moulana Salam and obtained his guidance he obtained the Darsi-e-Nizami 
degree which granted him the title of Moulana. Faqir Muhammad after completing his madrassa 
education joined the Jamaat e Islami, a religious political party in Pakistanviii. His first Jihadi 
mentor  was  Moulana  Sufi  Muhammad,  the  founder  of  Tehreek-Nifaz  Shariat-e-Muhammadi 
(TNSM) in Malakand. Faqir Muhammad belonged to a religious family and his family members 
have fought against the Soviet Forces in Afghanistan on behalf of the Afghan Mujahedeen and 
later fought alongside the Taliban against the forces of Northern Alliance. Faqir Muhammad is an 
expert in guerrilla warfare and has been active in the Jihadi fields since the late 1980s when he 
was a local leader of the Jamaat e Islami. Later he left the Jamaat e Islami and joined the TNSM 
in 1993.

Faqir Muhammad was a staunch supporter of TNSM and he went to Afghanistan in November 
2001 along with his two sons to fight against the American and NATO forces on behalf of the 
Afghan Talibanix. He and his sons returned back to Pakistan where both of his sons were arrested 
by Pakistani Security Forces and were put in Dera Ismail Khan Jail, but he evaded the arrest and 



came back to  Bajuar agency. After  his  return from Afghanistan,  Faqir  Muhammad began to 
organize a local Taliban movement to free Afghanistan from the occupation of the American and 
NATO forces. Soon he gathered hundreds of local Taliban around him. He has close ties with the 
Arabs of Al-Qaida and Ayman Al-Zawahiri the deputy head of Al-Qaida is said to be a friend of 
Faqir Muhammad.x 

In January 2006 Faqir Muhammad hosted a dinner for Al-Zawahiri in his house in Bajuar which 
was destroyed in an American drone attack just movements after Al-Zawahiri has departed. xi

Bajuar Agency border passes in particular the Nawa Pass has functioned for years as a revolving 
door to and from neighboring Kunar province of Afghanistan. Bajuar is also well known as the 
most  religious  of  the  seven agencies  of  FATA and therefore  particularly  exposed to  Taliban 
ideology xii

Faqir  Muhammad and his  group were also involved in  the across the border  attacks  on the 
American and NATO forces in Afghanistan, while in 2005 his house was raided by Pakistani 
Security Forces on the information that Ayman Al Zawahiri is there. On 22nd January 2006 his 
house was again raided and three of his relatives were arrested by the security forcesxiii. Faqir 
Muhammad move around in Bajuar Agency with around fifteen to twenty armed men.

Public sympathies raised Faqir Muhammad to the position of leadership in Bajuar agency and he 
was made the chief of Bajuar Taliban in 2005. He was now a wanted man due to his role in the 
across the border attacks on the American forces inside Afghanistan and his contacts with the 
Arabs  of  Al-Qaida.  His  house  was  burned  by  a  tribal  Lashker  in  2006  when  he  failed  to 
surrender. He strongly denies presence of Al-Qaida Arabs or any other foreign militant in his 
area. He says that according to the Pashtun culture and traditions we will definitely take revenge 
from the Americans for occupying a Muslim country and for the killing of Muslims. He also said 
that Ayman Al Zawahiri has never come to Bajuar Agency but if he desire to come we welcome 
him and it would be a great honor to be his host.xiv

In October 2006 Moulana Faqir Muhammad reached an agreement with Pakistani Government 
not to support local Pakistani and Afghan Taliban. Due to this deal the Pakistani Government 
released his brother Gull Muhammad and two other pro-Taliban leaders from Pakistani jails. This 
agreement was soon broken by the government with the Taliban.xv

It is said that the formation of TTP was the idea of Faqir Muhammad who promoted the idea of 
an umbrella organization for militant’s groups active in different areas of Pakistan in December 
2007 and offered the leadership position to Baitullah Mahsud. Hafiz Gull Bahadur the overall 
Amir of North Waziristan Taliban was appointed the senior vice president of TTP and Faqir 
Muhammad was appointed the vice president of TTP. But Hafiz Gull Bahadur separated from the 
TTP in  February  2008  over  his  differences  with  Baitullah  Mahsud  on  fighting  against  the 
Pakistan and Army and thus Faqir Muhammad become the deputy head of TTP.xvi



The Bajuar operation started on 1st August 2008 and for the first time an Army brigade was 
placed under the control of the Frontier Corps Inspector General. 

The Pakistani Army gunship helicopters targeted Faqir Muhammad’s vehicle in Bajuar Agency 
and he and his nephew were seriously injuredxvii. On a tip off that Faqir Muhammad was having a 
meeting  with  Taliban  commander  Fatah  Muhammad  and  Qari  Zia  Rehman  of  Afghanistan, 
Pakistani Army helicopter attacked a building in Bajuar Agency. After air raid death of Fatah 
Muhammad was quickly confirmed but the deaths of Qari Zia Rehman and Faqir Muhammad 
could not be confirmed. Few days later Faqir Muhammad in a telephonic interview claimed that 
he is alive, saying that he said that he was not present at the place.xviii

On February 23, 2009 Faqir Muhammad in a thirty minutes radio broadcast declared a unilateral 
ceasefire  in  Bajuar  Agency.  The  speech  comes  only  few  hours  after  the  Pakistani  army 
announced a halt in the adjoining Swat Valley.xix

When Baitullah Mahsud was killed in an American drone attack in South Waziristan Agency on 
5th August 2009 Moulana Faqir Muhammad announced in interview with BBC that he would 
assume temporary leadership of TTP. He also elaborated that decision over leadership of TTP 
would only be made in consultation and consensus of the thirty two members Shura and no 
important decision can be taken without consultation.xx

In March 2010 Faqir Muhammad was removed from the post of head of Bajuar Taliban and a 
new Amir by the name of Noor Jamal was appointed as his successor. The reason for the removal 
is said to be that local Taliban and civilians were very angry with him for carrying out attacks 
against the Pakistan Army, forcing the army to launch operations, which caused a lot of damage 
and destruction.xxi

Pakistan  Government  has  put  a  reward  of  fifteen  million  Pakistani  rupees  on  the  head  of 
Moulana Faqir Muhammadxxii after which he moved to Afghanistan and said to be in the Afghan 
Province of Kunar adjacent to Bajuar Agency. He is running an illegal FM radio station from 
Kunar  threatening  the  pro-government  tribal  elders,  leaders  and  members  of  the  peace 
committees and tribal lashkers that they should disband their anti-Taliban tribal lashkers and stop 
supporting the Pakistan Government otherwise after return local Taliban these people would be 
made an example for others. His speeches and threats on FM Radio have created fear among the 
people of Bajuar that the Taliban may again take control of the Agencyxxiii. In late November 
2011 it was reported that Faqir Muhammad is holding peace talks with the Pakistani government 
and he may surrender himself to the government but so far no peace agreement came into light.

Profiles of other important TTP commanders of Bajuar Agency 

• Profile of Burhan U Din of Bajuar Agency



Burhan U Din son of Kawoos Khan, is around forty one or forty two years old and belongs to 
Damadola village in  Bajuar  Agency. Burhan is  not  a  madrassa graduate but  graduated from 
Degree Collage Khar Bajuar. During his college days he was affiliated with Islami Jamiat Talba 
the student wing of Jamaat e Islami and later joined Jamaat Islami and was appointed as teacher 
in a government school in Damadola village of Mamond tehsil in 2001xxiv.

From 2002 to 2005 Burhan u Din provided refuge to dozens of foreign fighters of Al-Qaida, 
mostly Arabs. According to local sources many profile Al-Qaida people used to stay at his house 
in Damadola.

On 13 January 2006, 18 people including Al-Qaida activists and local civilians were killed when 
American  drone  targeted  the  houses  of  two  local  tribesmen  with  several  hell-fire  missiles. 
Burhan u Din was also slightly wounded in this attack. According to local sources the newly 
appointed chief of Al-Qaida Ayman Al Zawahiri was the target of drones but he survived and was 
remained unhurt, after this attack, visits of foreigners to Burhan’s house decreased.xxv

His family is very close to the Arabs of Al-Qaida and several Al-Qaida militants are said to have 
married girls from his family.xxvi

In 2006 Burhan u Din joined the local Taliban movement in Bajuar Agency and in 2008 he 
developed serious differences with Faqir Muhammad, which was later resolved by Qari Zia ur 
Rehman of Nuristan province of Afghanistan. Qari Zia ur Rehman is also very active in Bajuar 
Agency. xxvii

He is actually affiliated with Al-Qaida and is said to be receiving money from Arabs and he has 
joined the TTP in Bajuar just to bring the local Taliban in Bajuar close to Al-Qaida.xxviii

In 2008 American drones targeted a compound in Bajuar Agency in which some Burhan’s close 
relatives  were  killed  including  Abu  Usman  an  important  Al-Qaida  militant.  He  publically 
beheaded two Afghan citizens whom he accused to be American spies and they have informed 
the Americans about the presence of Abu Usman and other Arabs in the compound.xxix

On 5th August  2008 TTP Bajuar  leaders called a press conference in  Inayat  Kalay in which 
Moulvi Omar, chief spokesman of TTP, announced that all the militant groups are united and 
under  single command against the Pakistan Armyxxx.  On 6th August  2008 in a skirmish with 
Pakistan Army Burhan captured many soldiers and their vehicles in Bajuar Agency.xxxi

In 2010 security forces carried out operations in Tehsil Mamond which was the main strong hold 
of the TTP in Bajuar Agency. Security forces occupied Sewai and Damadola areas of Mamond, 
which created differences in TTP ranks. Faqir Muhammad was removed as the head of TTP and 
Muhammad Syed Jamal Alias Dadullah was appointed as the new headxxxii. Cause of removal of 
Faqir Muhammad was that majority of TTP leaders believed that 2010 military operation was 
launched due to attacks on the security forces by Faqir Muhammad.xxxiii



Burhan u Din was appointed as the ‘Sipah Salar’ Commander in Chief of Taliban forces in 2010, 
but due to defeat of the TTP at the hands of security forces Burhan along with his family and 
associates  shifted  to  some  unknown location.  According  to  some  sources  he  has  shifted  to 
Nuristan and is hiding with Qari Zia ur Rehman.xxxiv

• Profile of Moulvi Inayat ur Rehman of Bajuar Agency

Moulvi Inayat ur Rehman son of Moulvi Muhammad Yousaf, is around forty eight years old and 
belongs to Loisam area of Bajuar. Inayat is an educated man and has done his master in Islamic 
studies. During his college days in Degree Collage Khar,xxxv Inayat was associated with JUI-F of 
Moulana Fazal Rehman and has remained president of Bajuar Student Union.

Inayat  after  completion  of  education  in  1985  joined  as  clerk  in  a  camp  run  by  Afghan 
Commissioner for Refugees in Bajuar and remained on job for a year and was then dismissed on 
corruption charges. xxxvi

In 1989 he was appointed as a physical training instructor in a government school in Bajuar 
Agency while in 1993 he joined the TNSM and within a year he emerged as an important leader 
of the TNSM.xxxvii

Inayat has fought against the Pakistani security forces in Bajuar when during a military operation 
against the TNSM militants in November 1994 and after twenty days of fighting the TNSM 
militants were defeated by the Pakistani security forces. xxxviii

Inayat along with dozens of other TNSM leaders shifted to Afghanistan to avoid death or arrest 
by the  Pakistani  security  forces.  He returned back to  Bajuar  in  1995 when the tribal  elders 
assured the political Administration that Inayat would not take part in anti-state activities and 
would remain loyal to the state of Pakistan.xxxix

After  his  return to  Bajuar  he was appointed as a  government  Qazi  (Judge)  by the Pakistani 
government but due to unknown reasons he resigned from the post after eight months.xl

Inayat  is  a  staunch supporter  of  the  Afghan Taliban since  1994 when they first  emerged in 
Afghanistan in the province of Qandahar and he developed very close contacts with them. He 
fought against the Northern Alliance in Afghanistan on the part of Afghan Taliban. When Afghan 
Taliban took control of Kabul in 1996 and formed the government Inayat began to spend most of 
his time in Afghanistan.xli

At the time of American invasion in Afghanistan after 9/11, he was in Afghanistan and after the 
defeat of Taliban he returned back to Bajuar. xlii



In Bajuar, Inayat began to organize rallies and protests in support of Afghan Taliban and in 2004 
and 2005 he established training centers for local people of Bajuar and Mohmand Agencies in 
Barang Tehsil of Bajuar Agency and Ambar Tehsil of Mohmand Agency.  xliii

In 2005 political administration of Bajuar Agency arrested Moulvi Inayat for running training 
camps and sending local people to fight against the American and NATO forces in Afghanistan. 
Moulvi remained in prison for three months and then he was released due to efforts of Moulana 
Sami ul Haq, head of JUI-Sami ul Haq group. xliv

In 2006 Moulvi Inayat joined the Taliban movement of Faqir Muhammad and on 30th October 
2006 American drone targeted a Madrassa run by Moulana Liaqat, a cousin of Faqir Muhammad 
in Damadola in which eighty five people were killed. He and other Taliban leaders of Bajuar 
organized rallies and protests to condemn the drone attack and used this incident to convince the 
local people to join Taliban and take part in Jihad and liberate Afghanistan and to enforce Islamic 
Sharia law in Pakistan. During protests Inayat used to brag that the local Taliban in Bajuar has 
hundreds  of  suicide  bombers  who are  just  waiting for  their  orders  to  attack  their  targets  in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.xlv

In 2008 Moulvi Inayat was appointed as the head of Taliban Sharia courts in Sewai area of Tehsil 
Mamond of Bajuar Agency. After a few months on the post he was removed from the post due to 
allegations of corruption and he was locked up in a Taliban jail for a few weeks on the orders of 
Moulana Faqir Muhammad due to his involvement in corruption. After his release from Taliban 
Jail Inayat Rehman developed differences with Faqir Muhammad but the differences between the 
two were solved in a couple of months due to the mediation of other Taliban commanders and 
leaders of Bajuar Agency.xlvi

Inayat Rehman has fought against the Pakistani army in 2008 when the Pakistani army launched 
a military operation in the agency against  the TTP militants.  Inayat  Rehman captured many 
Pakistani soldiers and their vehicles in Loisam area during fighting between the local Taliban and 
the Pakistani army.xlvii

Inayat Ur Rehman shifted to Ambar Tehsil of Mohmand Agency in late 2008 due to the military 
operation in Bajuar Agency. He remained in Ambar Tehsil of Bajuar Agency from late 2008 to 
January 2011. Inayat Ur Rehman shifted from Ambar Tehsil to an unknown place due to the 
recent military operation in Mohmand Agency by the Pakistani army against the local Taliban 
militants in Tehsil Ambar of Bajuar Agency in January 2011.xlviii

• Profile  of  Syed  Jamal  u  Din  Alias  Dadullah  new  head  of  Bajuar 
Agency

Moulana Syed Jamal u Din, 45 or 46, is a Madrassa Graduate and has studied in the Madrassa of 
Akora Khattak. He belongs to Damadola area of Tehsil Khar of Bajuar Agency, but from past 



several years Jamal’s family was settled in Sabaray village of Tehsil Mamond. Moulana Jamal is 
politically affiliated with JUI-F of Moulana Fazal Rehman. He was a member of JUI-F Bajuar 
Shura. He is deaf by one ear. xlix

Moulana Jamal  is  associated  with Afghan Taliban since  1994 and has  developed very close 
contacts with Afghan Taliban and Arabs of Al-Qaida in Afghanistan. He has also fought against 
Northern  Alliance  in  Afghanistan.  When  the  Taliban  captured  Kabul  and  formed  their 
government in Afghanistan Moulana Jamal was given important assignment in Kunar Province 
of Afghanistan.l

He fought against the American forces when they invaded Afghanistan in October 2001 after 
attacks of 9/11 in America and returned back to Bajuar after the defeat of the Afghan Taliban and 
fall of their government.li

In Bajuar Moulana Jamal began to provide food, shelter, medicines and bases to fleeing Afghan 
Taliban and Arabs of Al-Qaida who were coming to FATA in search of bases and shelters to 
continue Jihad against the American and NATO. He is said to have helped many Arabs to get out 
of Pakistan and go to their native countries, besides he provided shelter to many Al-Qaida Arabs 
and their affiliated other foreign militants.lii

Moulana Jamal is also involved in the across the border attacks on the American and NATO 
forces inside Afghanistan along with his Arab friends and they also fought against the Pakistan 
army in 2008 during military operation in Bajuar.liii

He joined the local Taliban Movement of Moulana Faqir  Muhammad in 2005 and was also 
running two Jihadi training centers in Damadola and Gabaray areas of Bajuar Agency where 
local people were recruited and trained for Jihad against the American and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan. liv

In  2010 when Pakistani  military  took control  of  Tehsil  Mamond,  the  strong-hold  of  Bajuar 
Taliban and the nominal resistance offered by the local Taliban, serious differences developed 
among the local Taliban militants.lv

Taliban close to Al-Qaida appointed Moulana Jamal as new head of TTP Bajuar after removing 
Faqir Muhammad. Burhan u Din another important commander from Bajuar who has very close 
ties with Arabs of Al-Qaida was appointed as Moulana Jamal’s deputy in Bajuar. Many people in 
Bajuar Agency believe that Syed Jamal is in fact a full fledge member of Al-Qaida.lvi

Moulana Jamal has gone underground due to the recent military operation and local people say 
that he is in Afghanistan fighting against American and NATO forces.

Profiles of other militant groups allied with TTP in Bajuar Agency

2, Tehreek Jaish Islami Pakistan



This group is headed by Wali Rehman alias Raihan. The group was formed in 2004 in Bajuar 
Agency. Wali Rehman, around thirty nine year old, is resident of Errab village of Mamond Tehsil 
in Bajuar Agency. Wali was at first in the group of Moulana Faqir Muhammad but later separated 
and formed his own Tehreek Jaish Taliban Pakistan (TJIP) and he has also separated from the 
TTP of Baitullah Mahsud in 2008 after forming his group. His group was strong and effective in 
the area as it had around four hundred fighters in the beginning. Most of the foreigners like Arabs 
of Al-Qaida and Uzbeks of IMU were affiliated with Wali Rehman.lvii

Wali Rehman and his group was involved in the across the border attacks on the American and 
NATO forces. He was also involved in fighting against the Pakistani security forces in 2008 
during a full fledge military operation against the local Taliban militants and their foreign guests 
and supporters. lviii

After  the end of  the  military operation TJIP was weakened considerably and now there are 
around one fifty to two hundred men in this group. Wali Rehman lost his father, mother, wife and 
several other close relatives in the military operation of 2008 code named operation Sher Dill 
(lion’s heart). Wali Rehman has surrendered to the Pakistani security forces on 1th October 2011. 
lix

3, Karawan Naimatullah

Haji Naimatullah, 40, belongs to the Salarzai area of Bajuar Agency. He was a poor man and 
used to sell socks in Raja Bazaar area of Rawalpindi to earn his livelihoodlx. In 2006 he started 
construction of mud brick mosque near his house in Salarzai. After completion of the mosque he 
began to build a two room Madrassa adjacent the mosque with mud and bricks. Soon he gathered 
forty  to  fifty  Taliban from somewhere and admitted them in his  Madrassa.  In  three or  four 
months there were hundreds of Taliban studying in his Madrassa. He is also running a FM radio 
station in Salarzai area.lxi

Naimatullah was also involved in the target killing of anti-Taliban tribal elders and was also 
involved in kidnapping for ransom to generate money for his group lxii

He began to enforce Islamic Sharia Laws in Salarzai with the help of his Taliban and in 2007 
within  a  year  there  were  fifteen  hundred  Taliban  in  Haji  Naimatullah  group  and  his  group 
became one of the strongest in Bajuarlxiii. Nobody knows from where he is receiving money to 
feed such a large number of Taliban and from where is he getting arms and ammunition for his 
fifteen  hundred  Taliban  with  automatic  and  modern  rifles,  machine  guns,  rocket  launchers, 
mortars, and communication gadgets.lxiv

He has also established Islamic courts in the area under his control, where local people used to 
bring their disputes for solution. On the spot justice was provided to them free of cost in these 
Sharia courts. He also converted the girls’ schools into Islamic Madrassas for girls to provide 
them religious education. lxv



Haji Naimatullah allied himself with TTP of Baitullah Mahsud in 2008 and he has very cordial 
relations with Qari Zia Rehman of Nuristan province of Afghanistan. He was also involved in 

suicide attacks against the anti-Taliban lashkers in Salarzai. Haji Naimatullah also used to run 
an illegal FM radio station in Salarzai and used to broadcast twice a day once in the morning 
and once in the evening. Haji Naimatullah also converted the girls’ schools in the area under 
his command in Salarzai into Islamic Madrasas for girls to provide them religious education.lxvi

In 2008 Pakistan Army launched a military operation in Bajuar Agency to crush the local Taliban 
militants and their foreign guests, he fought against Pakistan Army and his group suffered huge 
losses in the year long military operation. Many of his Taliban were killed or injured, many were 
arrested and the rest just quit the group to save their lives. The local tribal Lashker of Salarzai 
tribe  played  a  vital  role  in  weakening  Naimatullah  group  during  the  military  operation  of 
2008.lxvii

Karawan Naimatullah group was weakened to a great extent and there are just one hundred fifty 
to two hundred men left  in this  group. Haji  Naimatullah is still  in Bajuar Agency and went 
underground to save his life.lxviii 

4. Dr Ismail Group

Dr. Ismail, a 50 year old, is resident of Mamond Tehsil of Bajuar Agency. He is not MBBS but a 
dispenser, while people call him doctor and also come to his clinic for treatmentlxix. Dr. Ismail is 
a hardcore Jihadi and is involved in the across the border attacks on the American and NATO 
forces in Afghanistan. His son was killed in Afghanistan in 2007lxx. Dr. Ismail avoids fighting 
against  Pakistani  security  forces  and is  focused  only  on  fighting  in  Afghanistan  against  the 
American and NATO forces. One of Dr. Ismail brother Ibrahim is in the service of Pakistani 
military and is Chief Khatib (cleric) in Kharian Cantt. in Punjab.lxxi

He has around four to five hundred men in his group and in 2008 he allied his group with the 
TTP of Baitullah Mahsud. Dr. Ismail group is still active in Bajuar but his group strength has also 
reduced due to military operation of 2008. Due to presence of large number of Pakistan Army 
and FC troops in the agency Dr. Ismail and his Taliban are now on low profile and are secretly 
carrying out across the border attacks.lxxii

5. Moulana Abdullah Group 

Moulana Abdullah, 42 year old, belongs to Nayag Banda area of Tehsil Mamond of Bajuar and is 
a supporter of the Afghan Taliban since 1994 when they first appeared in Qandahar Province of 
Afghanistanlxxiii. When the Taliban government was removed and Afghanistan was occupied by 
the American and NATO forces with the help of Northern Alliance in November 2001, Abdullah 
began  to  organize  his  own  Pakistani  Taliban  group  in  Bajuar  Agency  to  fight  against  the 



American and NATO forces  based in  Afghanistan.  He is  running several  training centers  in 
Nayag Banda, where new recruits were trained to use small arms and planting IEDS etc.lxxiv

Moulana Abdullah has around three hundred men in his group, which takes part in across the 
border attacks in Afghanistan. Moulana Abdullah has actively fought against the Pakistani army 
in Loi Sam area during the military operation of 2008lxxv. He is also running an Islamic Madrassa 
in  Nayag Banda.  During the military operation of 2008 Moulana Abdullah was injured.  His 
group also weakened due to military operation of 2008 and now he and his men are keeping a 
low profile.lxxvi

6. Moulana Muhammad Munir group

Moulana Muhammad Munir alias Abu Suleiman, 45 year old, belongs to the area of Sewai in 
Tehsil War Mamond of Bajuar. He was supporter of Afghan Taliban since 1994 lxxvii. Moulana 
Munir has a salt crushing machine in Inayat Kalay of Tehsil Khar and later opened a CD shop in 
Inayat Kalay selling Islamic CDs before joining the local Taliban movement. He is also running 
an  Illegal  FM Radio  Station  in  Sewailxxviii.  In  October  2001 when American  forces  invaded 
Afghanistan to  crush Al-Qaida and remove the Taliban government  in  Afghanistan Moulana 
Munir started a campaign to collect donations for the Afghan Taliban. According to local sources 
he collected fifty KG gold and millions of rupees as donation from the people of Bajuar. It is said 
that he used this money for buying arms, ammunition and vehicles for his own group.lxxix

He belongs to a rich family and is said to be the one of the big land lords in Sewai area of Bajuar 
Agency. He was involved in fighting against the American and NATO forces and has around two 
hundred men in his group.

Moulana Munir has fought against the Pakistani army during the military operation of 2008. He 
died in 2010 in Afghanistan while fighting against the NATO forces.lxxx

7. Salar Masood group

This group is  headed by Salar Masood, a fifty years old war lord belonging to Mamond in 
Bajuar. When American and NATO forces invaded Afghanistan, he formed his own group in 
Bajuar to fight against the American and NATO forces. He has around three hundred men in his 
group, which is frequently taking part in across the border attacks on the American and NATO 
forces.lxxxi

In  early  2008  Salar  Masood  developed  differences  with  Moulana  Faqir  Muhammad and  an 
armed clash also took place between the two groups in which twelve persons were killed from 
both sides. The differences between Salar Masood and Faqir Muhammad were resolved by Qari 
Zia Rehman of Afghanistan in the mid of 2008. Salar Masood younger brother Dafter Khan is an 
important tribal elder in Bajuar Agency.lxxxii



Salar Masood group also fought against Pakistani army in Bajuar but after the military operation 
of 2008, his group was weakened badly. Salar Masood now avoids fighting against Pakistani 
forces.lxxxiii

8. Dr Abdul Wahab Group 

Dr Abdul Wahab is the first cousin of Moulvi Liaqat a close aide of Faqir Muhammad. He is 
around thirty eight years old and belongs to Inam Khwaro Chinagai area of Mamond. He has 
done his Master’s in Islamic Studies besides his religious education; he is not an MBBS doctor 
but a medical technician.lxxxiv

Before joining Taliban in Bajuar, Dr. Wahab was working as a PTC teacher in a government 
school in Inam Khwaro. He is the most trusted companion of Faqir Mohammad and No.4 in TTP 
Bajuar hierarchy. He has around 350 to 400 men under his command and is also involved in the 
across  the  border  attacks  inside  Afghanistan.  Dr.  Wahab is  involved in  fighting  against  the 
Pakistani army. 

Dr. Wahab is now said to have shifted to Kunar Province of Afghanistan due to the phase 2 of 
operation Sher Dill in 2010.lxxxv

9. Moulana Abdul Hamid 

Moulana Abdul Hamid, a 35 year old, is cousin of Dr Abdul Wahab and Moulvi Liaqat, after the 
death  of  Moulvi  Liaqat  in  a  missile  attack,  Moulana  Hamid  become  the  principal  of  the 
destroyed Madrassa after it was reconstructed and reopened for religious education particularly 
for Hafiz (learning the Holy Quran by heart). He hails from Inam Khwaro and he took part in the 
across the border attacks inside Afghanistan lxxxvi

10. Qari Zia Rehman of Afghanistan Group 

Qari Zia Rehman, a 38 year old, belongs to Nuristan Province of Afghanistan. His father name is 
Moulana Dilber who was a prayer leaderlxxxvii. Qari Zia has been raised in the camps of the Arab 
Mujahedeen who were fighting against the Russian Forces in Afghanistan and got training of 
guerilla warfare in these camps. He is a Hafiz Quran and has done a diploma in Arabic language 
from an institute run by an Arab.lxxxviii

Qari Zia’s father has a shop in Inayat Kalay of Tehsil Khar of Bajuar Agency. In 2003 his house 
was burned by Mamond tribal  Lashker  to  clear the area of militants.  He also spent  time in 
Peshawar.lxxxix

Qari Zia was the first Taliban Commander to mount operations against the US forces in Karghal 
District  of  Kunar  Province  of  Afghanistan.  He  engineered  the  second  biggest  encounter  in 
Nuristan. The American government has announced a head-money of dollar three hundred fifty 
thousand on Qari Zia.xc



Qari  Zia  is  the  military  and financial  chief  of  Taliban  in  Nuristan  and  Kunar  provinces  of 
Afghanistan and he collect  funds for the Taliban in the area and is responsible for devising 
regional battles and preparing budget. He also represents Kunar and Nuristan in Mullah Omar’s 
Shura. xci

In recent years several top leaders of Al-Qaida including Ayman Al Zawahiri have been spotted 
in Kunar and Nuristan. Nuristan and Kunar are becoming extremely difficult for the American 
and NATO forces to control.xcii

In 2007 Qari Zia was arrested by Pakistani security forces in Bajuar, but Baitullah Mahsud freed 
him from the custody. He was released in a prisoner exchange for Pakistani soldiers.xciii

Qari Zia has around twelve hundred men in his group. His group is composed of Pashtuns, Tajik, 
Uzbeks,  Chechen and Arabsxciv.  He has  also  fought  against  the  Pakistan  Army in  Bajuar  in 
Loisam and Tang Khattay, where he and his men gave a very tough time to Pakistan Army. 
Pakistan Army in the end succeeded in driving out Qari Zia men from the above mentioned areas 
with great difficulty.xcv    

On 16 August 2010 twenty nine activists of Qari Zia surrendered to Pakistan Army in Charmang 
area of Tehsil Nawagai of Bajuar. Nine of the arrested militants are said to be close aids of Qari 
Zia xcvi

Qari Zia says that he is fighting against Pakistan Army because it has became a collaborator of 
the American and NATO forces and it is helping the American and NATO forces in strengthening 
their occupation of Afghanistan.xcvii

Military operations in Bajuar Agency

The  first  major  military  operation  “Sher  Dill”  (Lion’s Heart)  was  launched in  August  2008 
against the local Taliban in Bajuar to crush them. The target areas of the operation were Tehsils 
of Mamond, Nawagai, Khar and Salarzaixcviii. 20000 Pakistani troops took part in the operation to 
restore government writ in Bajuar.xcix  Pakistan army was reinforced with tanks, heavy artillery, 
military aircrafts and gunship helicopters and after one year of hard fighting the operation was 
concluded and Pakistani army claimed that it has broken the back Taliban in Bajuar Agency and 
declared victory.c

In late January 2010 second phase of operation “Sher Dill” was launched War Mamond, Loi 
Mamond, Nawagai, ChamarKand and some parts of Khar (samasi and Enziri areas) and some 
parts of Salarzai ( Mandal ) linked with Tehsil Ambar of Mohmand Agency. 

In March 2011 Pakistan Army declared victory and announced that Bajuar was cleared from 
Taliban militants. ci 



Thousands of houses, schools, basic health centers, shops, irrigation channels, orchards and other 
infrastructure was destroyed in the phase 1 and 2 of operation “Sher Dill”. Tens of thousands of 
families were forced to leave their homes to become IDPs in their own country.cii

The role of Tribal Lashkers in Bajuar Agency

Anti-Taliban tribal lashkers have played vital role in fight against the local Taliban in Bajuar. 
Taliban militants consider these lashkers a great danger for their survival, as people in these 
lashkers know every person either he is  a  Taliban or  not.  For  this  reason Taliban are worst 
enemies of leaders and volunteers of these lashkers. Hundreds of tribal lashker leaders and their 
volunteers have been killed by the Taliban militants but could not force them to disband their 
tribal lashkers.ciii

The local tribal lashkers extended full support and cooperation to the Pakistani security forces in 
to cleanse Bajuar of the Taliban militants. To make the security situation better and to stop the 
return of local Taliban in Bajuar, Pakistan Government has to extend full support and backing to 
these anti-Taliban lashkers.

Pakistan Government should provide free arms and ammunition and financial support to these 
tribal lashkers and also provide monthly stipends to their members so that they could feed their 
families.  In  the  same way if  a  leader  or  member  of  tribal  Lashker  is  killed  or  injured  the 
government should provide full  monetary support to the family of deceased or injured, as it 
provides monetary support to families of deceased security forces personnel killed or injured 
while fighting against Taliban militants. If a soldier is killed his family receives five hundred 
thousand Pakistani rupees as monetary support from the government and a pension for his wife 
and  children  along  with  other  benefits.  If  a  soldier  is  injured  then  his  treatment  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  government  and  he  receives  his  salary  and  other  benefits  from  the 
government. 

At  the  moment  the  government  is  providing  nothing  to  leaders  and  members  of  the  tribal 
lashkers. The tribal lashkers volunteer has to bring his own rifles and ammunition and they get 
no salary or any other monetary assistance for their services. If a member of tribal Lashker is 
killed or injured the family member get nothing from the government. 

If  the  Pakistani  government  extends  the  monetary  benefits  given  to  Army  or  para-military 
personnel, to the leaders and members of tribal lashkers then they could become more useful and 
effective to maintain law and order situation in the agency.

Destruction caused by the military operations in Bajuar Agency

Due to the military operation “Sher Dill” 1 and 2, almost forty villages were totally destroyed in 
Loi Sum, Tank Khata, Khazana, Zoorband,  Hashim, Manogi, Rashakai, Kotki and Khalaki areas 
of Tehsil Charmang.



According  to  official  figures  9580 houses  have  been  damaged out  of  which  three  thousand 
houses are completely destroyed. More than four thousand shops and other commercial buildings 
were also destroyed during the military operations rendering thousands of people jobless.civ

15 per cent of the population of Bajuar depends on small businesses to earn their livelihood and 
50 per cent people of Bajuar are dependent on agriculture to earn their living. 25 per cent people 
work as laborers in the major cities of Pakistan like Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, Rawalpindi etc 
or in the Middle East to earn their livelihood. 

The destruction of agriculture and business infrastructure has rendered a large number of people 
jobless and they are desperately looking for other sources for income generation. More than two 
hundred fifty thousand people in Bajuar were forced to leave their houses and become IDPs in 
their own country.cv

Government  should  build  the  destroyed  agricultural  and  business  infrastructure  in  Bajuar 
because 65 per cent of total population depends on agriculture and business for earning their 
livelihood. Government should also help people in rebuilding their houses destroyed during the 
military operations and militancy in the Agency.cvi

The  rebuilding  of  destroyed  infrastructure  in  Bajuar  would  help  in  creating  new  jobs  and 
business opportunities for the people thus helping in reducing the number of jobless people. If 
the  government  failed  in  rebuilding  the  destroyed  infrastructure  and  provision  of  job 
opportunities then it is feared that many people in Bajuar would be forced to join the Taliban.

Conclusion 

Pakistani security forces claimed in March 2011 that Bajuar has been cleared of the TTP 
militants and government writ has been restored and in April 2011 Pakistani government started 
repatriation of the Bajuar IDPs back to their homes and villages. Some 23,000 families are said 
to have returned back to their homes and villages while about 90,000 people who live in camps 
are still to be rehabilitated in the deserted area. 

After the success of military operation Sher Dill Phase 1 and 2 people in Bajuar were hopeful 
that peace and security has returned back and government writ has been restored and they could 
again live normal life. But Moulana Faqir Muhammad aggressive comeback has sent shock 
waves among the local people and especially the IDPs who have recently returned back to their 
homes. Faqir Muhammad threatening sermons on his FM radio station are source of concern for 
people, as he has warned the pro-government tribal elders and leaders of anti-Taliban tribal 
lashkers and peace committees to cut off their links with the Pakistani government and disband 
their tribal lashkers and peace committees. Those ignoring the warning would be made example 
for others.



Faqir  Muhammad warning and threats  are  always taken seriously by the local  people as  on 
September 29 three members of a peace committee were killed in a road side bomb blast. Two 
members of Salarzai  tribal  lashker were killed and six other  injured in a clash with Taliban 
militants on 27th September in the Mandal area of Tehsil Salarzai. The threatening sermons and 
attacks on pro-government tribal lashker leaders and members have created fear and terror again 
in the hearts of the local people and they again fear that the Taliban may again stage a comeback 
in Bajuar Agency in the coming days.cvii

Pakistani  government  has  to  restore  the  lost  confidence  of  people  of  Bajuar  especially  the 
returning IDPs that the government would not let the Taliban to reemerge. Security forces should 
tighten the security at Pak-Afghan border so that the militants are unable to enter Bajuar.

Government should start  development work in the agency as soon as possible to rebuild the 
destroyed  infrastructure  so  that  people  could  find  jobs  and  starts  their  businesses  again. 
Government should also make the law and order situation better in the agency so that the local 
and international NGOs could work without any fear.
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