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FRC is a non-partisan, non-political and non-governmental research 
organization based in Islamabad. It is the first ever think-tank of its 
kind that focuses on the Federally Administrated Tribal Areas (FATA) 
in its entirety. The purpose of FRC is to help the concerned stake 
holders better understand this war-ravaged area of Pakistan with 
independent, impartial and objective research and analysis. We 
think, write and speak to encourage all segments of Pakistani society 
and the government to join their strengths for a peaceful, tolerant, 
progressive and integrated FATA.

FRC Quarterly Security Report reviews recent trends in conflict such 
as the number of terrorist attacks, type of attacks, tactics used for 
militancy and the resulting casualties. It gives updates and other 
security trends. The objective of this security report is to outline and 
categorize the forms of violent extremism taking place, the role of 
militant groups and the scale of terrorist activities. The security 
report is the result of intensive monitoring and research by the FRC 
team.

FRC also inherits certain limitations due to the persistence of high-
intensity security zones in FATA. The research center collects data 
through its field reports and other reliable sources present on the 
ground. The area under discussion is security sensitive so spans of 
curfew, cross firing and / or other limitations on mobility are 
common in different parts at different intervals. Thus, the number of 
actual occurrences of violence may be greater than those are being 
quoted here, mainly due to under reporting.  

FATA Research Centre
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List of Abbreviations

APA: Assistant Political Agent

AUI: Ansar-ul Islam

BA: Bajaur Agency 

FATA: Federally Administered Tribal Areas

FC: Frontier Corps

FR: Frontier Region

FCR: Frontier Crimes Regulation

IDP: Internally Displaced Persons

IED: Improvised Explosive Device

IMU: Islamic Movement Uzbikistan

IJG: Islamic Jihad Group

KPK: Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

KHA: Khyber Agency

KA: Kurram Agency

LeJ: Lashkar-e-Jhangvi

LI: Lashkar-e-Islam

MA: Mohmand Agency

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization

NWA: North Waziristan Agency

OA: Orakzai Agency

PATA: Provincially Administered Tribal Areas

: Political Agent

SWA: South Waziristan Agency

SF: Security Forces

Sect: Sectarian

TTP: Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan

TUI: Tauheed- ul- Islam  

PA
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Glossary

Military operation: Large-scale operations launched by military and paramilitary troops against 
militants and separatist insurgents in FATA to preserve law and order and writ of the state. 

Operational attack: Pre-emptive attacks launched by military and paramilitary troops to purge an area of 
militants. 

Militant attack: Indiscriminate use of violence by militant outfits such as Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
Lashkar-e Islam (LI) and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) etc., manifested through suicide attacks, beheadings and 
destruction of educational institutions, CD/video shops, etc. 

Ethno-political violence: The threat or use of violence, often against the civilian population, to achieve 
political or social ends, to intimidate opponents, or to publicize grievances. 

Inter-tribal clash: Clashes or feuds reported between tribes, mainly in FATA. 

Search and hunt operation: Launched by law enforcement agencies on intelligence to hunt or purge a 
particular locality of suspected militants and their hideouts. 

Sectarian attacks: Indiscriminate use of violence on differences between the various Islamic schools of 
thoughts over interpretation of religion's commands. Incidents involving indiscriminate use of violence 
perpetrated by banned sectarian outfits against rival schools of religious thought. 

Sectarian clashes: Violent clashes between armed factions of banned sectarian outfit or between 
followers of rival sects such as Sunni-Shia, Deobandi-Barelvi strife. Sectarian clashes also include tribal 
feuds between followers of Sunni and Shia schools of thought such as in Kurram Agency, where Sunni Turi 
tribesmen frequently clash with Shia Bangash tribe. 

Overall number of attacks: The sum of militant and counter-militant attacks of the security forces 
besides drone attacks, incidents of ethno-political violence, and attacks by sectarian outfits. 
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Map of FATA
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FRC Quarterly Security Report

(April to June) 2012

Introduction
FATA is currently reputed as a cause and centre of militancy and global source for terrorism. However, 
beside having certain administrative and political problems, it has been in general one of the most 
peaceful areas of Pakistan since 1947. The areas remained generally stable, even during the war against 
Soviet Union in Afghanistan. Even so, since the inception of Pakistan administrative and political 
difficulties continued to the present day; in the absence of credible political leadership and the presence 
of the spark of the US invasion of Afghanistan, those problems, essentially political in nature, have 
resulted in violent conflict.

Armed conflict takes many lives in FATA besides destroying physical infrastructure and diverting valuable 
resources away from socio-economic development of the state. The conflict also has far-reaching 
environmental, emotional, psychological, and political consequences for the people of FATA. Despite of 
this, there is little understanding regarding the true nature of the conflict and its impact on the lives of 
the common people in the region. Current analyses largely either do not pay sufficient attention towards 
these problems or unable to portray their true picture due to a multitude of different reasons. 

FRC, an independent, impartial and neutral research organization, endeavors to outline and categorize 
the forms of violent extremism taking place, the role of militant groups, and the scale of terrorist 
activities. The security report is the result of intensive research by the FRC team, utilizing local 
correspondents and media reports.

FATA Profile
The Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA) is strategically located at the Pakistan-Afghanistan border 
and between the settled areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. FATA, both historically and traditionally, has had 
a unique administrative and political status since British control over the area in 1894. In 1893, a 
demarcation line was drawn between Pakistan and Afghanistan known as Durand Line, marking the 
boundary of British control and artificially dividing the lands held by the local tribes between the two 
domains. The British colonizers controlled the area through an effective combination of Political Agents 
and Tribal Elders while leaving the people with their traditions and internal independence. The head of 
each tribal agency is the Political Agent who wields extensive powers; each agency, depending on its size, 
has about two to three assistant political agents, about three to four Tehsildars and four to nine Naib 
Tehsildars and requisite supporting staff. Pakistan inherited the system and more or less it is continuous 
even today. FATA is characterized by a very strong tribal structure and very rich ethnic diversity and 
cultural heritage. There are 26 main tribes with approximately 32 sub tribes in FATA. The population of 
FATA is estimated to be 4.45 million with an average growth rate of 3.76  percent and average household 
size of 12.2 since 1998. Administratively, the Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) is the chief 
executive for FATA as an agent of President of Pakistan. There are three administrative set-ups, namely, 
Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON), FATA Secretariat, and FATA Development Authority 
(FDA) which supports and run FATA under the direction of the Governor KPK. FATA is governed through 
the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) of 1901.
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a) Over view of violent occurrences 
The security situation in FATA remained unstable during the second quarter of 2012. There were reports 
of persistent attacks by militants on security forces, civilians and educational institutions. At the same 
time, military operations against militants in Kurram, Orakzai and Khyber agencies continued unabated.  
The US also increased the frequency of drone strikes. A total of 126 incidents were reported with 1010 
casualties, including 601 persons killed and 409 injured. The greatest number of casualties occurred in 
Khyber Agency, followed by North Waziristan Agency.  The fewest number of incidents were reported in 
Bajaur Agency followed by South Waziristan Agency. The following table shows number of incidents and 
casualties in the seven agencies of FATA during the second quarter of 2012

FATA SECURITY OVERVIEW

(April to June 2012)

Security Situation in FATA  

Second Quarter 2012  

S. No. Agency Incidents  Killed  Injured
1 Bajaur 8  48  100  
2 Muhmand 17  47  38
3 Khyber 39  182  
4 Orakzai 14  91  11 

 
153  

5 Kurram 17  80  53  
6 NWA 22  126  33  
7 SWA 9  27  21  

Total 126  601  409  

b) Nature of attacks
The following table shows the nature of attacks during the second quarter of 2012. A total of 42 terrorist 
attacks occurred with 120 persons killed and 219 injured. The highest numbers of casualties were 
reported during 30 operational attacks in which 190 persons killed and 93 injured. A total of 13 drone 
attacks occurred with 71 persons killed and 12 injured. A total of 15 clashes between tribal Lashkars and 
militants occurred with 131 persons killed and 41 injured. There were 5 cases of inter- tribal clashes. 
There were 4 border clashes reported to FRC, resulting in 35 persons killed and 20 injured. 

The nature of the attacks during the second quarter of 2012 is presented in the following table:
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Nature of Attacks in FATA  
Second Quarter 2012  

S. No. Nature  Incidents  Killed  Injured

1 Terrorist/insurgent attacks   
2
 

Clashes b/w
 

security forces and militants
 

3
 

Operational attacks
  4

 
Drone attacks

  5
 

Inter-tribal clashes
   

 
Target killing

    6

 

Border clashes

  7

 

Criminal Activities

   8

 

Clash b/w Tribal Lashker and Militants

  
Total

 

42

 
9

30

13

5

3

4

5

15

126

 

120

20

190

71

13

4

35

17

131

601

 

 219

 
16

 
93

 
12

 
4

-

 

20

 

4

 

41

409

c) Tactics used for violent activities 
The following table shows the different attack tactics used during the second quarter of 2012. There 
were 93 incidents of the following tactics out of the total of 126.  The second quarter saw 1 suicide 
attack, 29 IEDs, 14 Mortar shells and 3 gunship helicopter attacks.

S.No.  Attack Tactics Second Quarter 2012  Incidents

1  Suicide Attacks  1
2  Rocket Attacks  4
3  Bomb Blasts  8
4  Kidnappings  23
5

 
Landmines

 
4

6
 

Target Killings
 

1
7

 
Gunship helicopters

 
3

8
 

IEDs
 

29
9

 
Mortar shells

 
14

10
 

Murders
 

6

Total

 
93

d) Type of victims 
During the second quarter of 2012 a total of 1010 casualties were reported including 601 killed and 409 
injured. These included 371 militants, 544 civilians, and 95 security personnel.

S. No.  Casualties Type First Quarter 2012  Killed  Injured

1 Militants  274  97

2
 

Civilians
 

284
 
260

3
 

Security Forces
 

43
 

52

Total
 

601
 
409
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e) Comparative analysis: First & Second quarter 
The second quarter of 2012 witnessed 19 more incidents than that of first quarter of 2012. Overall there 
were 60 fewer casualties in the second quarter than the first quarter of 2012. There were 129 fewer 
killings than previous quarter. However, the number of injured in this quarter increased by 67 over the 
first quarter of 2012.

The second quarter of 2012 featured several important security developments. In the month of April, 
the North Waziristan faction of the Taliban, led by Hafiz Gul Bahadur, asked security forces and the 
people of South Waziristan not to use their soil for launching any “aggression.” Through a statement, 
the local Taliban said that they would strictly follow the peace accord signed with the government in 
2007 but vowed to offer stiff resistance if the security forces advanced towards North Waziristan. 

At the beginning of May, the Taliban denounced the strategic partnership agreement signed by Afghan 

President Hamid Karzai and President Obama, calling it illegitimate. They further vowed to continue 

armed jihad until the full withdrawal of the invading forces and their “puppets” from Afghanistan.

White House counterterrorism advisor John Brennan defended drone strikes in a speech at the 

Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington DC. This was the first time that the Obama administration 

formally acknowledged and publicly spoke about the U.S. drone program in such extensive detail. 

However, Brennan refused to disclose how many people had been killed, the locations where drones 

were being used, or the administration's use of “signature” strikes, which allow the CIA to fire missiles at 

suspicious people whose identities are unknown.

Asim Mehsud, a spokesperson for the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), said that the TTP “will continue to 

carry out attacks such as the one in Bannu,” in which 384 prisoners were broken out of the Central Jail on 

April 15.  

A 60 year-old British aid worker, Khalil Dale, working for the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC), was kidnapped in Quetta, south-west Pakistan by TTP militants and was later killed when their 

ransom demands were not met. According to sources, the kidnappers demanded US$ 30 million. TTP 

militants also released a video of kidnapped professor Ajmal Khan, a close ally of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa's ruling Awami National Party and another video of kidnapped US development worker 

Warren Weinstein. 

Financial counterterrorism measures were taken by the state of Pakistan in which banks in KP and FATA 

Comparative  Security Situation in FATA  
Between first  and Second Quarter 2012  

S. No. Agency  Incidents  
First

 Quarter
 2012

 

Incidents  
Second 
Quarter 
2012

Killed  
First  
Quarter

 2012

Killed  
Second

 Quarter 
2012

 

Injured
First

 Quarter
2012

 

Injured
Second
Quarter 
2012

1

 
Bajaur

  2

 

Mohmand

  3

 

Khyber

    
4

 

Orakzai

   
5

 

Kurram

   
6

 

NWA

    
7 SWA

 15

20

258

138

162

42

95

Total

 

 

 

 

 

 

4

5

40

9

15

16

18

107

8

17

39

14

17

22

9

126 730

 

 

 

 

182

 

 

 

126

48

47

91

80

27

601

 
3

 

-

164

 

34

 

119

15

7

342

 
100

 

38

153

11

53

33

21

409
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sealed 22 accounts, worth billions of rupees, owned by depositors suspected of links to militants and drug 
smugglers. Twelve of the accounts were in the Khyber, Mohmand and Bajaur agencies of FATA. The other 
10 accounts were in Bannu, Peshawar, Nowshera, Kohat, Hangu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts of KP. 

In June, President Asif Ali Zardari, on the advice of the Prime Minister, approved the Regulations for 
Federal Levies Force 2012 for FATA and PATA under Article 247 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan. The regulation was for strengthening of the Federal Levies Force in FATA and PATA/Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, as well as for the upgrading of the existing service structure.

In a major counterterrorism development, Naamen Maziche, an important leader of al-Qaeda, was 
arrested at the Pakistan-Iran border.

Despite counterterrorism measures, TTP increased their activities; almost 100 militants ambushed three 
separate military posts in the border village of Sunai Dara in the Upper Dir district. 

Pakistani security forces admitted that six soldiers were killed in a clash with TTP in Upper Dir while some 
others were missing. The security forces reportedly killed up to 15 militants during the firefight. Later on 
Taliban militants released a video showing the severed heads of 17 Pakistani soldiers whom they claimed 
to have killed in a cross-border attack on a check post in Pakistan.

The overall security situation remained unstable during the second quarter of 2012 
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Bajaur Agency (BA)

Bajaur Agency is the smallest of the agencies by size in FATA. It shares a 52 km long border with 
Afghanistan's Kunar province. Its population is estimated to be 850,000 to 900,000. The headquarters of 
the Agency Administration is located in the town of Khar. Bajaur is inhabited almost exclusively by Tarkani 
(Tarkalani) Pashtuns, and the main sub-tribes in Bajaur are the Utman Khel, the Tarkalani, the Mamund 
(Kakazai, Wur and Salarzai) as well as a small population of Safis. The Utman Khels are at the southeast of 
Bajaur while Mamund are at the southwest and the Tarkani are at the north of Bajaur. Its border with 
Afghanistan's Kunar province makes it of strategic importance to FATA and Pakistan in general. The main 
militant groups in the region are Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Tehrik Jaish Islami Pakistan, the 
Karawan Naimatullah group, the Dr Ismail Group and the Moulana Abdullah Group.

Security Situation in Bajaur  
April to June  

Criminal activity  1  
Terrorist attacks

 
5

 
Search aperations 1

Security Situation in BA
The security landscape of Bajaur Agency in the reporting quarter remained unstable.There were 8 
attacks in which 48 people were killed and 100 others were injured.

Comparatively, the number of terrorist attacks increased in second quarter of 2012.  There was one 
noticeable incident of a suicide attack resulting in 29 persons killed and 76 injured. Overall there were 4 
more attacks in the second quarter compared to the first quarter of 2012. There were 33 more killings 
with 93 more injured.

  Suicide attacks
 

1
 Number of attacks 8

                 Total Number of Casualties 148

  

               
Killed

 
48

 Injured 100
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At the start of the quarter, the security situation seemed to have shown a marked improvement in 
Bajaur agency, with only one incident of violence, apparently domestic in nature, in which 4 persons 
were killed. The political administration was well-coordinated with the tribal hierarchy; elders of the 
Salarzai tribe had pledged their full support to security forces in the elimination of militancy and several 
other tribes have since followed suit and shown their resolve. As a result, the political administration 
was able to shift its focus towards development projects such as the renovation of five state-run 
schools in the agency. Furthermore, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has built 250 one-room 
shelters for tribal people whose houses were destroyed during military operations in Bajaur.

However in middle of the Quarter, there was a large suicide attack directed at security forces, killing at 
least 29 persons, including four policemen, and injuring over 73 others at Khar Bazaar in the town of 
Khar. The target of the attack was the Levies Force as they were conducting a routine patrol of the Khar 
Bazaar.  The suicide attack was followed by two explosions in Chamarkand village in Bajaur agency. The 
first blast killed two pro-government tribal elders while the second bomb exploded ten minutes later 
when security forces arrived at the scene, killing three security personnel. The military has repeatedly 
declared the district secure but the incidents like suicide attacks and bomb blasts have made the 
security situation very fragile.

The spokesman for TTP announced that Maulvi Faqir Mohammed, the second-highest ranking Taliban 
leader and Taliban chief in Bajaur district, was demoted to the rank of “regular fighter.” TTP leader 
Hakimullah Mehsud requested that Mohammed be removed from his position because he “had been 
speaking to the [Pakistani] government without Mehsud's approval.” Following this, there were 
rumors that Mohammad was planning to form his own organization. However in June, he refuted these 
rumors and insisted that he remained loyal to Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and its leadership.

Overall the security situation, which was relatively stable in the first quarter of 2012, deteriorated in 

the following quarter. 

Security Situation in Bajaur Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters  
First Quarter  

2012  
Second Quarter 

2012  
Criminal activity  0  1  
Terrorist attacks              4  5  
Search operation

 
0

 
1

 Suicide attacks 
 

0
 

1
 Number of attacks

 
4

 
8

 
                           

Killed
 

15
 

48
 

                           
Injured

 
3

 
100

 Total Number of Casualties

 

18

 

148
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Mohmand Agency (MA)

Mohmand Agency was created in 1951. Ghalanai is its capital town. The total area of Mohmand Agency 
is 2,296 square kilometer with an estimated population of 325,000 with an estimated 32,000 
households. It is bounded by Bajaur Agency in the North, Khyber Agency in the South, Malakand and 
Charsadda districts in the East and Peshawar district in the Southeast. The agency is inhabited by many 
tribes including the Mohmand, the Musa Khel, the Daud Khel, the Mero Khel, the Safi, the Tarakzai, the 
Utman Khel and the Halimzai. Safi is a small tribe but it is the most radical tribe in Mohmand Agency; 
Omar Khalid, the head of the insurgency in Mohmand, is also a Safi. TTP is the main militant group 
active in Mohmand Agency.

Security Situation in MA
The security situation remained unstable in the agency with 17 incidents and 85 casualties.

 

Security Situation in Mohmand  
April to June  

Criminal activity  1

Clash b/w tribal lashker and militants  4

Terrorist attacks
 

8

Search operations 1

 

Comparatively, the situation saw an increase in casualties from 20 to 85. The following table shows 
comparative figures for both quarters.

Security Situation in Mohmand Agency  
Comparison of Two Quarters  First Quarter 2012  Second  Quarter 2012

Criminal activity
 

-
 

1
 

Clash b/w tribal lashker and militants
 

-
 

4
 Terrorist attacks

 
5

 
8

 Search operations
 

-
 

1
 Border clash

 
-

 
3

 Number of attacks

 

5

 

17

 
                             

Killed

 

20

 

47

 

                           

Injured

 

0

 

38

 Total Number of Casualties 20 85

 Border clash
 

3

Number of attacks

 
17

Killed

 

47

Injured 38

Total Number of Casualties 85
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Militants are active in Mohmand Agency, engaging in several bomb attacks directed against pro-
government peace lashkers. In addition, security forces clashed with militants during attacks on check 
posts in the Khwezai and Haleemzai tehsils, and during a cross-border attack in the Baizai subdivision. 
Militants destroyed a girls' school in Safi Tehsil in early April.

In May, another primary school was blown up in Halimzai area, though there was no loss of life. By the 
end of June, the number of destroyed educational institutions in Mohmand Agency had reached 96. As a 
result security forces started search and destroy operations in the Mulla Ghani Baba, Pipal Banda, Fatah 
Maina and Izzat Lal Banda areas and set fire to eight militant hideouts. In retaliation, militants targeted a 
check post with rockets and other heavy weapons in the Khara Shah area of Khwezai tehsil and killed a 
volunteer of the Khwezai Peace Committee.

Broadly, the government writ prevailed in the area except the bordering region. 



Khyber Agency (KHA)
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Khyber Agency covers a total land area of 2,576 square kilometers. The agency's headquarters are 
Peshawar in winter and Landikotal in summer. The major tribe in Khyber Agency is the Afridi with eight 
major sub tribes. However there are important pockets of Mallagoris, Shilmanis, and Shinwaries. The 
population of the area is estimated to be 600,000. Lashker-e-Islam of Mangal Bagh Afridi, Ansar ul Islam 
of Qari Mahboob ul Haq, the Naamdar group and the Tariq Afridi Group of TTP are the main militant 
groups active in Khyber Agency. Mangal Bagh Afridi, a local militant, is currently in conflict with the Tariq 
Afridi group of TTP who are encroaching from Darra Adam Khel.

Security Situation in KHA
Khyber Agency was the worst affected area, in which 39 attacks took place with 335 total casualties, 
including 182 killed and 153 injured. Khyber Agency remained very tense during the reporting quarter. 
A poor law and order situation was reported in the Agency which is evident from the number of 
incidents and casualties. Security forces are reported to have launched operations in the Agency. Since 
there are several militant groups operating in the area, the security situation remains fragile. The 
following table shows details of incidents and casualties occurred in the agency. 

 Security Situation in Khyber  

April to June  

Operational attacks  9  

Clash b/w   SFs and militants  1  
Inter-tribal clash  4  
Terrorist attacks 14  
Clash b/t tribal Lashker  and militants  7  
Border clash  1  
Target  killing  1  
Criminal activity  2  
Number of  attacks 39

                                    
Total Number of Casualties

 
335

 

Comparatively, the intensity of violence lessened in the second quarter of 2012 from the first 
quarter of 2012 and the number of casualties decreased from 422 to 335. No bomb explosions were 
recorded in this quarter. The following table shows comparative figures for the last quarter of 2011 
and the first quarter of 2012:

  

                                  
Killed

 
182

 
Injured 153
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*MA stands for Miscellaneous Attacks. In the last quarter operational attacks, clashes between security forces and 
militants, inter-tribal clashes, border clashes, terrorist attacks, and clashes between tribal Lashkers and militants 
were reported as Miscellaneous Attacks

In the start of quarter there were reports that militants, especially Lashkar-e-Islam, were active in 
Khyber Agency. LeI publically slaughtered a former commander, Hazrat Khan, along with six others, 
after Khan surrendered to security forces in February and began fighting militants. There were also 
several bomb attacks, including one directed at the house of a local politician and tribal elder, an IED 
attack in the Sheikhmal Khel area of Landikotal Tehsil in which seven were killed and 2 injured, and the 
destruction of a girls' school in Jamrud Tehsil. However, several major tribal peace lashkers were also 
active in the area, including those belonging to the Kukikhel Afridi, the Zakakhel, and the Akakhel. The 
Kukikhel Afridi have announced a ban on militant movement in the Tirah Valley area, and the Akakhel 
Peace Lashkar has claimed to have helped reopen eight schools and launch a successful polio 
vaccination campaign in its area. In addition, the tribal militias have participated in several operations 
against militants, including shootouts with Lashkar-e-Islam and a clash with the Taliban in Derra Adam 
Khel. 

Despite the increasing strength and support of the tribal militias in their work to clear the Agency of 
militants, Khyber also continues to experience many political problems related to long periods of 
conflict. The number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) continually overwhelms the institutions 
designed to assist them; those arriving to the Jalozai IDP camp from other areas of the agency, 
especially from Bara which has seen particularly heavy fighting, are often greeted with extremely long 
registration queues, or no-one to register them at all. As a result, there are a large number of 
unregistered IDPs living in camps with little access to necessary facilities and supplies. 

Another major security development was related to one Dr. Shakeel Afridi belonging to Khyber Agency 
who allegedly helped the CIA run a fake vaccine program in Abbottabad, Pakistan, in order to confirm 
Osama Bin Laden's presence in the city by obtaining DNA samples. Details of the doctor's activities 
emerged during the Pakistani investigation of the deadly raid on Bin Laden's residence. He was 
arrested at the Torkham border crossing between Afghanistan and Pakistan while trying to escape the 
country days after the raid. On 23 May 2012, Dr. Shakil Afridi was sentenced to 33 years imprisonment 
for treason, initially believed to be in connection with the Bin Laden raid but later revealed to be due to 

Security Situation in Khyber Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters

 

First Quarter  
2012  

 
 

Second Quarter
2012  

 Operational attacks
 

-
 

9(MA)
 

Clash b/w 
  
SFs and militants

 
-

 
1(MA)

 Inter-tribal clash
 

-
 

4(MA)
 Terrorist

 
-

 
14(MA)

 Clash b/t tribal Lashker
 

and militants
 

-
 

7(MA)
 Criminal activity

 
-

 
2(MA)

 
Bomb blasts

 
5

 
-

 Target killing

 
1

 
1

 Border clash

 

-

 

1(MA)

 Miscellaneous Attacks (MA)*

 

35

 

-

 Number of attacks

 

40

 

39

 

                              

Kill ed

 

258

 

182

 

                              

Injured

 

164

 

153

 Total Number of Casualties 422 335
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ties with the local Islamist warlord Mangal Bagh. A group of Lawyers appealed against the verdict on 
June 1, 2012.

In June, TTP took control of Kukikhel-dominated areas of the Tirah Valley, forcing locals to join them or 
to leave. The Taliban set ablaze the houses of some Kukikhel tribe members in the Bagh and Sra Vela 
areas. Over 1,800 Kukikhel families were displaced from Tirah valley. According to reports, the Taliban 
ordered each tribal family to provide one man to work for the TTP. Three militant groups, the TTP (Tariq 
Afridi group), the Mangal Bagh-led Lashkar-e-Islam, and Ansar ul Islam, have established control over 
the entire Tirah Valley, except Bazaar Zakhakhel. 

In the month of June, 25 people were killed and 60 were injured when a parked explosives-laden 
vehicle blew up in a crowded market in the town of Landi Kotal in Khyber region near the Afghan border. 
Though no group has claimed responsibility for the attack, Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) spokesman 
Ehsanullah Ehsan phoned reporters from an unknown place to deny any links to the incident. 

The overall security situation was unstable in Khyber Agency.
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Orakzai Agency (OA)

Orakzai Agency is spread over an area of 1,538 square kilometers. It is bounded by Kurram Agency in the 
west and Khyber in the north, Kohat district in the south and Peshawar in the east. Orakzai Agency is a 
mountainous tract dissected by numerous dry water courses especially in the south western part of the 
agency. It was made an agency in 1973 by the then Prime Minister of Pakistan Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. The 
capital of Orakzai Agency is Kalaia Town. The Orakzai are the main tribe with four other major non Orakzai 
tribes including the Ali Khel, the Mullah Khel, the Mishti and the Shaikhan. However, these tribes have 
been assimilated into the Orakzai culture and are considered to be Orakzais. Total population of the area 
is estimated to be 530,000. 

TTP is the main militant group active in Orakzai Agency, along with some reported activity by the Shia 
Hydri Taliban. The presence of one Shia Hydri Taliban is also expected there. 

Security Situation in OA
A total of 102 casualties were reported in Orakzai Agency with 91 people killed and 11 injured in 14 
attacks. The following table shows details.

  
 Comparatively the security situation was much less intense in the second quarter of 2012.  There was a 
reduction in casualties from 172 to 102. There was a decrease in the total number of incidents, from 138 
to 91. The following table shows comparative data for the two quarters:

Security Situation in Orakzai  
April to June  

Clash b/t Security Forces and Militants   
Operational attacks   
Target killing

  
Inter-tribal clash

                             Total Number of Casualties

2

9

1

2

14

91

11

102

  
Number of  attacks

  

                           
Killed

  Injured
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Security Situation in Orakzai Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters  
First Quarter  

2012   

Second Quarter
2012  

 Clash b/w SFs and Militants  -  2  
Operational  attacks  5  9  
Miscellaneous attacks  4  3  
Number of  attacks

 
9

 
14

 

                             
Killed

 
138

 
91

 

                            
Injured

 
34

 
11

 
Total Number of Casualties 172 102

 

In Orakzai Agency, security forces were heavily engaged with militants forces in April. A Taliban 
commander, Nasir Khan Zakakhel, was killed in a firefight with security forces and several days later 
helicopter gunships assaulted multiple areas in the agency, destroying 4 positions and killing 28 
suspected militants, including four commanders. 

In an attempt to restore the confidence of the public, on April 6 Political Agent Khushal Khan cited the 
holding of a sports festival in the agency as proof that peace had returned. It is not clear whether the 
event has achieved its desired result.

In the middle of the quarter there were reports of the deaths of three civilians due to shelling by security 
forces in the Khan Mir Garhi area of Mamonzai while SFs continued to search for militants' hideouts in 
the Mamozai, Khadizai, Sama Bazaar and Manzar Taap areas. Security sources claimed that “over 92 
percent” of Orakzai Agency had been cleared of terrorists in the ongoing military operation. However, 
militants continued to retaliate with attacks on Army patrols.

There was reduction in incidents but still the writ of the government was not fully restored. 
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Kurram Agency (KA)

Kurram was declared as an agency in 1892 and was made part of Pakistan in 1947. Kurram Agency 
comprises three sub divisions including Upper Kurram (almost 80% Shia), Central Kurram(95% Sunni) 
and Lower Kurram(80% Sunni). The total area of the Agency is 3,380 square kilometers. The total 
population of the agency is estimated to be around 935,000. Kurram is surrounded by Afghanistan on 
three sides. In the south it borders North Waziristan. In the east, the agency borders the Hangu district of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Orakzai Agency and Khyber Agency. In the north, the agency borders the Afghan 
province of Nangarhar where the famous Al-Qaida base Tora Bora is situated. Kurram Agency has a 
history of sectarian tension and clashes between the Sunni and Shia sects which resulted in thousands 
of deaths on both sides. Major Shia militant groups include Hizbullah, Mehdi Militia and Hydri Taliban. 
Major Sunni militant group include TTP, Tehrik e Taliban Islami Pakistan (TTIP) of Fazal Saeed Haqqani 
and Haqqani Network. Fazal Saeed Haqqani has separated from TTP and formed TTI P.

Security Situation in KA
The security situation in Kurram Agency remained volatile. There were 133 casualties reported in 17 
incidents. A total of 80 people were killed and 55 were injured. The following table shows details:

Security Situation in Kurram  
April to June  

Clash b/w Security Forces and militants  2  
Terrorist  6  
Operational attacks  8  
Clash b/w tribal lashkers  and militants

 
1

 
Number of   attacks 17

  Total Number of Casualties

 
133

 
 Comparative figures show an increase in the intensity of the security situation, with an increase in total 

number incidents from 15 to 17. However there was decrease in total number of casualties from 281 to 
133. The table below shows comparative figures for both quarters:

  Killed
 

80
 Injured 53



*MA stands for Miscellaneous Attacks. In the last quarter operational attacks, clashes between security forces and militants, 
inter-tribal clashes, border clashes, terrorist attacks, and clashes between tribal Lashkers and militants were reported as 
Miscellaneous Attacks
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In April, Kurram was the staging ground for a massive operation against militants. Helicopter gunships 
were used to assault militant strongholds in multiple areas of Kurram, while ground forces engaged in 
heavy fighting, managing to capture an important strategic height in central Kurram on 19 April. 
Afterwards, during sweeps of the Sadda Bazar area, security forces managed to capture Maulana Abdul 
Jalil, a commander of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. 

There were reports of 16 people wounded, including two soldiers, when a bomb exploded at a bus 
terminal in Sadda, Kurram agency. Nobody claimed responsibility for this attack. In neighboring Hangu 
district, a suspected militant was killed by a gunman travelling on a motorcycle. The dead man was 
believed to be affiliated with the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan.

In May, a van carrying Shia passengers from Parachinar to Peshawar was attacked by terrorists with 
automatic weapons. The incident sparked panic among the locals. The unabated acts of terrorism 
raised serious questions about the efficiency of the Frontier Constabulary and other security agencies. 
The Toori and Bangash tribes summed an emergency meeting after the incident, declaring it was a 
genocide attempt against the tribes. 

The security situation remained unstable and the writ of the government was not fully restored.

   

Security Situation In Kurram Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters  First Quarter  

2012   
Second Quarter

2012  
Clash b/w Security Forces and militants  -  2(MA)  

Terrorist attacks -  6(MA)  
Operational attacks  -  8(MA)  
Clash b/w tribal lashkers  and militants  -  1(MA)  
Bomb blast -  -  
Target killing  1  -  
Miscellaneous  attacks  10  -  
Number of  attacks

 
15

 
17

 

                          
Kil led

 
162

 
80

 

                          
Injured

 
119

 
53

 
Total Number of Casualties 281 133
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North Waziristan Agency (NWA)

North Waziristan borders South Waziristan, FR Bannu, FR Karak, Hangu, Kurram Agency and 
Afghanistan. Its capital is Miranshah and other major towns include Mir Ali and Razmak. It consists of 
three sub-divisions and nine Teshils. The population of North Waziristan is estimated to be 840,000. Its 
total land area is 4,707 square kilometers. It is an extremely conservative area socially and religiously. 
Major tribes include the Utmanzai and the Dawars. There are dozens of militant groups operating in the 
area. The major ones include Gul Bahadur Group, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Haqqani Network, 
Islamic Movement of Uzbikistan (IMU), Islamic Jihad Group (IJG), Punjabi Taliban and the Abu Akasha 
Iraqi Group. Mullah Nazir is an ally of Gul Bahadur Group and TTP here.

Security Situation in NWA
This quarter witnessed 22 incidents in NWA, with a total of 159 casualties including 126 killed and 33 
injured.

  

Security Situation in North Waziristan  
April to June   

Kidnapping  1  
Clash between tribesmen and militants

 
4

 
Clash between SFs and Militants

 
1

 Terrorist attacks
 

5
 Drone attacks 11

      

 
Comparative figures show an intensification of the security situation with an increase in the total number 
of casualties from 57 to 159. The total number of incidents increased from 16 to 22. The table below shows 
comparative figures for both quarters:

Security Situation in North Waziristan Agency  

Comparison of Two Quarters  First Quarter 2012  Second Quarter 2012

Kidnapping
 

-
 

1(MA)

Clash between tribesmen and militants
 

-
 

4
 Drone attacks

 
9

 
11

 Terrorist attacks

 
-

 
5

 Miscellaneous Attacks (MA)*

 

7

 

1

 Number of attacks

 

16

 

22

 
                                

Killed

 

42

 

126
Injured 15 33

Total Number of Casualties 57 159

Total Number of Casualties 159

  Number of attacks

 

22

 

  

Killed

 

126

 Injured 33
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Early in the quarter, there was a significant clash between TTP and tribesmen of the Miami Kabulkhel, 
led by Malik Karim, in the Shawa area of North Waziristan. Ten people were reported to have been killed 
and over 24 injured. Sources said that militants loyal to Sirajuddin Haqqani of Afghanistan also took part 
in the clashes. This is the first prominent incident in which a tribal militia challenged the TTP's hold in 
NWA. This may indicate the decisive turning of tribal opinion against the Taliban, and also inspire other 
tribes to take more action against militants. Security forces continued operations in this agency, mostly 
directed towards SWA, and incidences of terrorism dropped off in the latter part of the quarter. 

Frequency of drone attacks increased during the middle of the quarter. Rumors were widespread that  
Abu Yahya al-Libi, second-in-command to current Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri, was among the 
15 people killed when a U.S. drone fired four missiles into a suspected militant hideout in Mir Ali, a town 
in North Waziristan, on 4 June; however, Pakistani officials have not yet confirmed the death of Al Libi. 
Intelligence sources also declined to confirm any specific identify, but said that “the 3 dead militants 
were Arabs, but [it is] not known of which country, while the rest of [the] 12 militants belong to Haqqani 
and Gul Bahadar networks.” 

Hafiz Gul Bahadur, a Pakistani Taliban commander, banned polio vaccinations in North Waziristan in 
retaliation for U.S. drone strikes and a fear that the CIA could use the vaccination campaign for purposes 
similar to those employed by Dr. Shakeel Afridi, the man who helped the CIA locate Osama Bin Laden. 
According to a statement released by Bahadur, the shura-e-mujahedeen – a council comprising Taliban, 
al Qaeda, and Punjabi extremists – made the decision to ban vaccinations until U.S. drone strikes ceased 
in North Waziristan. The statement, issued in a pamphlet distributed in markets in North Waziristan, 
stressed the belief that “spies could enter the region under the cover of vaccination teams,” prompting 
the Taliban commander to ban polio vaccinations in the region “until the drone strikes are stopped.” The 
ban will likely cancel a campaign that was scheduled to vaccinate 161,000 children under the age of five. 
Though no drone strikes have been reported since the statement, security forces in North Waziristan 
killed seven suspected militants in a series of air strikes in Miram Shah. The North Waziristan Agency 
remained unstable as the writ of the government was not fully restored.
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South Waziristan Agency (SWA)

South Waziristan is a mountainous region of North-Western Pakistan, bordering Afghanistan and 
covering an area of 6,620 square kilometers, with a total estimated population of 430,000. Waziristan is 
divided into two agencies for administrative purposes (South and North). It comprises the area west and 
south west of Peshawar between the Touchi River to the north and the Gomal River to the south. South 
Waziristan is the largest agency of FATA. It has two headquarters, Tank in winter and Wana in summer. 
The civil administration of South Waziristan Agency has been functioning since 1895 under a Political 
Agent who administers civil, criminal and revenue cases in accordance with the Frontier Crime 
Regulation and Customary Law. The Agency is divided into three administrative sub divisions: Sarwakai, 
Ladha and lower form of Wana. There are five tribes in the region; namely the Mahsud, the Ahmadzai 
Wazir of Wana, the Bhittani of Jandola, the Burki of the Kaniguram area and the Dotani near the border of 
Zhob.

TTP and the Mullah Nazir group of Wana are the main militant groups active in South Waziristan 
Agency.

Security Situation in SWA
The overall number of casualties in second quarter of 2012 reached 48, including 27 killed and 21 
injured. Two drone attacks were also reported from the field. 

Security Situation in South Waziristan  
April to June  

Clash b/t security forces and militants  3  
Drone attacks  2  
Operation attacks

 
2

 
Terrorist attacks

 
2

 
Number of attacks 9

                                     Total Number of Casualties

 

48

 

 In comparison with the previous quarter, the number of casualties declined from 102 to 48.  There 
was a decrease in the total number of incidents, from 18 to 9.  The following table shows the details 
of incidents and casualties in both quarters:

                                   
Killed

  Injured 21

  27
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Security Situation in South Waziristan Agency  

 First Quarter  Second Quarter 
2012  Comparison of   Two Quarters  2012  

Clash b/w security forces and militants  -  3(MA)  
Drone attacks  3  2  
Operational attacks  -  2(MA)  
Terrorist attacks  -  2(MA)  
Miscellaneous Attacks (MA)*  15   
Number of attacks

 
18

 
9

 
                              

Killed
 

95
 

27
 

                              
Injured

 
7

 
21

 
Total Number of Casualties

 
102

 
48

 
 

*MA stands for Miscellaneous Attacks. In the last quarter operational attacks, clashes between security forces and militants, 
inter-tribal clashes, border clashes, terrorist attacks, and clashes between tribal Lashkers and militants were reported as 
Miscellaneous Attacks

There was a marked decrease in the amount of violence in this agency in the start of the quarter, largely 
due to the presence of active security forces. The militant-related developments in this quarter were 
largely political. Najibullah Zazi, mastermind of the foiled New York City subway attacks, testified in New 
York about his training and the methods of his planned attack: After being recruited to Al Qaeda, he was 
taken to a South Waziristan compound and taught how to mix chemicals found in nail polish remover 
and other beauty supplies.

The Pakistani Taliban, led by Hakimullah Mahsud, claimed credit for the Bannu jailbreak. They indicated 
that the goal of the operation was to free Adnan Rashid, the alleged mastermind of the assassination 
attempt on former military dictator Pervez Musharraf.

According to reports, Wali Rehman Mahsud, the head of TTP in Mahsud-controlled areas, called on a 
delegation of IDPs recently returned to Sararogha and directed them to report to TTP leadership in Mir 
Ali Tehsil, located in North Waziristan.  The TTP leaders warned them against returning to their homes 
and villages in SWA, telling them instead to evacuate to the Tank and Dera Ismail Khan Districts of KPK 
Province due to the state of war that exists between TTP and the Pakistan Army in SWA. They also 
warned the IDP delegation that they should complete this evacuation by the 25th of June, as the TTP 
plans to step up operations against the military on this date, and TTP would not be responsible for any 
casualties among IDPs that refused to leave. They added that peace can only be returned back to the 
agency if the Pakistan Army leaves South Waziristan. IDPs who have returned to their homes and villages 
in Barwand and Shawa areas were also directed to report to TTP leadership in Mir Ali Tehsil. 
Furthermore, in the 2nd week of June, TTP circulated a pamphlet in Tank city warning the IDPs and their 
families against returning to South Waziristan due to ongoing operations threatening their safety.

It was reported that top commanders of Mullah Nazir's faction of TTP, Commander Malang and Gullam 
Khan, were killed in South Waziristan Agency. 

The Taliban increased their activities in SWA by the end of the quarter; Taliban militants belonging to 
Mullah Nazir's faction distributed pamphlets in South Waziristan's main town, Wana, banning polio 
vaccinations in the area. The ban followed a similar measure by Hafiz Gul Bahadur, the leader of the 
Taliban in North Waziristan, who outlawed the use of oral polio vaccines for children in the area. Taliban 
leaders imposed the ban in response to immunization campaigns that, they claimed, were a cover for 
Western spy networks, and said that the ban would stay in place until U.S. drone strikes end.

TTP also demanded 14 million Pakistani rupees and the release of thirty Taliban locked up in Pakistani 
jails for returning the heads of the seven soldiers beheaded by the TTP militants on 21st June in Ladha. 
The Pakistani government was said to have refused the demands of the militants.
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The second quarter of 2012 observed continuous targeted military operations in Orakzai, Khyber and 
Kurram due to which militants are on constant run and under pressure. As a result they have not only 
loosened comparative strength but have also changed their tactics which is evident from the incidents 
reported. It is observed that the incidents of kidnappings for ransom have increased. During the first 
quarter of 2012 only two incidents were reported while in the second quarter 23 cases of kidnappings 
have been reported. It is also an indication of squeezed financial space for militants as they are using 
this tactic as one major means for gaining financial leverage. Similarly drone attacks have also increased 
to 13 during this quarter. However, the intensity of suicide attacks has lessened. There were five suicide 
attacks during the first quarter while only one took place in second quarter. On the other hand cross 
border attacks have also increased from only one in first quarter to four in second. 

Therefore, the present security situation suggests two important areas for military attention including 
the internal security dynamics of agencies and the cross border threat from Afghanistan. For example, 
Bajaur agency needs attention of security forces as cross border attacks are taking place and if 
measures are not taken properly, there is a high chance that such attacks may occur again. Similarly, 
Mohmand agency is also vulnerable to cross border attacks from Kunar province of Afghanistan. On the 
other hand, the situation in Khyber agency however demands internal control and operation against 
Mangal Bagh of LeI, Tariq Afridi of TTP and Qazi Mehboob of Lashker e Ansaar. These groups exercise 
significant control in their areas and have inflicted casualties on Pakistan army in the past. So, they need 
to be kept away from controlling the strategic Tirah valley. Similarly, the continued presence of militants 
in upper Orakzai agency demands a strong action by the military or other means of engagement with 
militants for broader peace. Specifically, the security arrangements for public transport on Tall-
Parachinar road should be considered on high priority. The warning by TTP to returning IDPs is also a 
great concern along with threat for NGOs operating in the area of North and South Waziristan. There 
needs to be a holistic approach for rapprochement. 

Conclusion




