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Editor’s Note 

 

With the dawn of 2014, heated debates generated on the 

national as well as international media regarding withdrawal of the 

NATO forces from Afghanistan created amix blend of optimism 

and pessimism within the political and social circles of Pakistan. 

Caught between hopes and fears, a section of the society believe, 

the year 2014 will bring in good news for the war-hit people of the 

region while others foresee a bleak picture of the war-riddled Af-

Pak region.  What happens next, is a question that is yet to be 

answered; however one can say with authority that the upcoming 

presidential elections and understanding on the bilateral security 

agreement between the incumbent Afghan president and the 

United States will be the two leading factors to determine the 

futures course in Afghanistan. However, it remains a fact that any 

development on political front in Afghanistan will certainly affect 

the course of events on the Pakistani side of the border. 

 

The latest issue of Tigah takes a view of the issues and 

challenges following the US-led NATO exit from Afghanistan. It 

alsolooks into the options beyond 2014. The journal offers some 

thought provoking recommendations on how to tackle the issues 

of radicalization. It comes up with concrete strategies on 

rehabilitation of the ex-combatants and engaging the youth – the 

most vulnerable class, gainfully. The journal suggest how to say a 

satisfactory answer to the frequently asked question of 

mainstreaming FATA by brining in political and legal reforms 

with a well-thought out and well designed local government 

system. 

 

While exploring the socio-economic and psychological 

impacts of the drone strikes, the journal also explains how violent 

extremism and the resultant huge mass displacements in the near 

past have affected the very demographic structures inside FATA 

and the country at large.  

 



No doubt, things have gone wrong during the last one-decade. 

But that doesn't necessarily mean that it’s on the point of no 

return. If taken seriously, the recommendations put forward in the 

journal offers a lot for the policymakers to put things back on the 

track to progress and prosperity.   
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