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“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”

(Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Dedicated to the Vic�ms of Complex and Violent Conflict in FATA



About FRC

FRC is a non-par�san, non-poli�cal and non-governmental research organiza�on based in Islamabad. It is 

the first-ever think tank of its kind that focuses on the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in its 

en�rety. The purpose of FRC is to help concerned stake holders be�er understand this war-ravaged area 

of Pakistan with independent, impar�al and objec�ve research and analysis. People at FRC think, write, 

and speak to encourage all segments of Pakistani society and the government to join their strengths for a 

peaceful, tolerant, progressive and integrated FATA. 

FRC Quarterly Security Report reviews recent trends in conflict such as the number of terrorist a�acks, 

the types of a�acks, the tac�cs used in a�acks, and the resul�ng casual�es. The objec�ve of this security 

report is to outline and categorize the forms of violent extremism taking place, the role of militant groups 

and the scale of terrorist ac�vi�es. This report is the result of intensive monitoring and research by the 

FRC team. FRC also inherits certain limita�ons due to the persistence of high-intensity security zones in 

FATA. The research center collects data through its field reports and other reliable sources present on the 

ground. The area under discussion is security sensi�ve so spans of curfew, cross firing and /or other 

limita�ons on mobility are common in different parts at different intervals. Thus, the number of actual 

occurrences of violence may be greater than those quoted here, mainly due to under repor�ng. 
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Acronyms

AI: � Ansar-ul-Islam 

APA: � Assistant Poli�cal Agent

BA: � Bajaur Agency 

FATA: � Federally Administered Tribal Areas

FC: � Fron�er Corps

FCR: � Fron�er Crimes Regula�on

FDA: � FATA Development Authority

FR: � Fron�er Region

IDP: � Internally Displaced Persons

IED: � Improvised Explosive Device

KA: � Kurram Agency

KHA: � Khyber Agency

KPK: � Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

LI: � Lashkar-e-Islam

MA: � Mohmand Agency

NATO: �North Atlan�c Treaty Organiza�on

NWA: � North Waziristan Agency

OA: � Orakzai Agency

Sect: � Sectarian

SF: � Security Forces

SWA: � South Waziristan Agency

TI: � Tauheed-ul-Islam

TTP: � Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
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Methodology

FATA Research Centre comprises of an enthusias�c team of qualified researchers and academics that 
have a thirst for knowledge and passion for improvement. FRC's way of work is a collec�ve struggle for 
authen�c informa�on to report. The research team collects informa�on and data from both primary and 
secondary sources and presents the analysis and expert opinion on the security issues. The security 
report at hand presents analysis of the security situa�on in FATA, based on the first-hand informa�on and 
data gathered from the field coupled with the other media sources and the reports of the correspondents.



Glossary

Opera�onal A�acks: Large-scale opera�ons launched by military and paramilitary troops against militants 
in FATA to preserve law and order and writ of the state. This category includes search opera�ons, a�acks on 
military and military opera�ons in the region. 

Militant A�acks: Indiscriminate use of violence by militant ou�its both locals and foreigners such as Tehrik-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Al-Qaeda, Uzbeks, Lashkar-e Islam (LI), Ansar-ul-Islam (AI) and other Taliban 
groups including Wana Taliban, Gul Bahadar group etc. respec�vely , manifested through suicide a�acks, 
beheadings and destruc�on of educa�onal ins�tu�ons, CD/video shops, etc.

Security Forces: Include the military, fron�er corps, fron�er constabulary , khassadar force, levis force and 
the police to combat militants and militant a�acks.

Inter-tribal Clashes: Clashes or feuds reported between tribes, mainly in FATA.

Peace Forces: People from tribes of FATA who are ba�ling militants and terrorists on the ground. Examples 
include the AmanLashkar/Civil Mili�as/Peace Commi�ees o�en backed by the state.

Terrorist A�acks: The category includes suicide a�acks, firing, mortar shelling and terrorist insurgent 
a�acks. 

Bomb Blasts: The category of bomb blasts include the explosions including IED, landmine blasts, roadside 
blasts, remote controlled bomb blasts and other explosions. 

Total Number of Casual�es: The sum of total killed and injured in FATA due to violence and social unrest.
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Introduc�on

In today's world, Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) is o�en cited as a region rife with militants and 
is seen as the epicenter of militancy and a global source of terrorism. In the past, despite having some 
administra�ve and poli�cal problems, the region was generally considered one of the most peaceful areas 
of Pakistan. This was un�l the Russian invasion in 1979. Previously, there were both formal and informal 
working ins�tu�ons¹ that played an instrumental role in keeping intact the social fabric of the tribal belt. 
There were only three main actors in the region, namely the Poli�cal Agent, the tribal ci�zens and the Maliks 
who were opera�ng as a bridge between both. There was great synergy between these three actors, but 
that equilibrium was put at stakes by various Civil and Military regimes throughout the country's troubled 
history. Poli�cal expediencies and the geo-poli�cal environment of the region played a major role in shaping 
the FATA into what it is today. Although the shocking 9/11 incident was geographically far removed from this 
part of the world, the subsequent events that followed it, brought great havoc to this region. A historically 
rich and promising vibrant culture comprising of great people living in rela�ve harmony, had in a very short 
�me-span, transformed into a brutal and hellish existence, making vic�ms of many of its inhabitants.

Since 9/11, FATA has con�nuously found itself in the line of fire and it is the innocent civilians who are paying 
a heavy toll for the state's flawed policies and goals. The war on terror has resulted in great suffering for 
locals, both man and material, and s�ll there is no posi�ve end in sight. The social fabric of FATA has gone 
through major ruptures and the tribal culture is regressing under the miasma of violent extremism which is 
evident from our annual and quarterly security reports.

These chilling reminders need to be seriously considered by the government as they pose an existen�al 
threat to the state. The government must approach the situa�on with clarity and accurate threat percep�on 
and come up with a holis�c and effec�ve long-term strategy in order to defuse the situa�on on its western 
borders. FATA Research Centre (FRC) considers the Na�onal Assembly the right forum to take lead in this 
regard; however, armed forces consulta�on is of utmost importance in char�ng out any future counter-
terrorism and counter-extremism strategy.

FATA Profile

FATA is located between the Pakistan-Afghanistan border and se�led areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. FATA has had a unique administra�ve and poli�cal status since Bri�sh control over the area in 
1894. In 1893, a demarca�on line was drawn between Pakistan and Afghanistan known as the Durand Line, 
marking the boundary of Bri�sh control and ar�ficially dividing the lands held by the local tribes between 
the two domains. Bri�sh colonizers controlled the agencies through an effec�ve combina�on of Poli�cal 
Agents and Tribal Elders while allowing people to prac�ce their tradi�ons with internal independence. The 
administra�ve head of each tribal agency is a Poli�cal Agent who wields extensive administra�ve as well as 
judicial powers. Each agency, depending on its size, has about two to three assistant poli�cal agents, about 
three to four Tehsildars, four to nine NaibTehsildars and requisite suppor�ng staff. Pakistan inherited this 
system and it con�nues with a few minor changes even today. FATA is characterized by a very strong tribal 
structure, and a very diverse, ethnic cultural heritage. There are 26 main tribes with approximately 32 sub 
tribes in FATA. The popula�on of FATA is es�mated to be 4.45 million with an average growth rate of 3.76 
percent and an average household size of 12.2 since 1998. Administra�vely, the Governor of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) is the chief execu�ve for FATA as an agent of the President of Pakistan. There are three 
administra�ve set-ups, namely, the Ministry of States and Fron�er Regions (SAFRON), the FATA Secretariat, 
and FATA Development Authority (FDA) which supports and runs FATA under the direc�on of the Governor 
KPK. FATA is governed through the Fron�er Crimes Regula�on Act (FCR) of 1901, amended in 2011.

1 Formal in “protected territory” while informal in “tribal territory”.



Second Quarter 2014 

Overview
In the outgoing quarter covering April to June 2014, 129 incidents of terrorism with varying degrees were 

recorded across FATA's seven agencies, killing 652 and injuring 249.

One of the key trends in the last three months was target killing, mostly in Khyber Agency, North Waziristan 

and Bajaur Agency. In Khyber Agency alone, 18 incidents of target killing claimed 21 lives and injured 9 

people. Another trend was of bomb blasts including improvised explosive devices that were o�en planted 

to hit the moving con�ngents of security forces or pro-government tribal elders. At least 19 incidents of 

bomb blasts were recorded in Mohmand Agency, followed by 9 in North Waziristan and 8 in Bajaur Agency.
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K I K I K I K I K I K I K I K I

Operational 

Attacks
17 0 0 0 0 98 33 0 0 0 0 291 34 0 0 389 67

Clashes b/w

Security 

Forces and

militants

8 28 10 1 0 2 2 0 0 1 1 3 2 5 0 40 15

Cross Border

Attacks
4 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2

Terrorist 

Attacks
3 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 4

Bomb Blasts 44 4 11 14 20 2 3 0 0 11 10 22 30 5 3 58 77

Kidnappings
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Drone 

Attacks 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 0 18 0

Target 

Killings 31 4 0 1 0 21 9 5 1 0 0 12 10 8 2 51 22

Suicide 

Attacks 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 10 0 0 3 10

Clashes 

between 

Militant 

groups 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 56 35 30 17 88 52

 Total 129 38 21 16 20 125 52 7 1 13 12 405 121 48 22 652 249

TotalNature of

Attacks

Incidents

Number of Killings and Injuries

BA MA KH A OKA Ku A NWA SWA

0 0 0 0 0

0



In the second quarter of 2014, Bajaur Agency, especially its areas adjacent to Pak-Afghan border, saw 
cross-border militant aggression, a trend dragging on since last year. Pro-government tribal elders were 
also target killed by IEDs and short range weapons in the agency. 

Mohmand Agency, which appeared to be calmer since last three quarters, too experienced militancy in the 
second quarter. There too, especially in the boundary-abu�ng areas experienced some terrorist hits. 
Terrorism incidents also spiked a�er Taliban-government peace dialogue broke down this year. Target 
killings and bomb blasts through IEDs were the main terrorism trend, causing loss of live and damage of 
several including security personnel. 

Meanwhile, Khyber Agency's Jamrud subdivision served as a bas�on of several an�-state militant ou�its 
like Abdullah Azam brigade, Jaish-e-Muhammad and Jaish-e-Osama. These groups set on fire the NATO 
trucks trudging through Khyber Agency, resul�ng into deaths and injuries of truckers or their helpers. 

Rela�vely peaceful in the second quarter, Orakzai agency experienced three terrorism incidents. Yet, the 
notorious TTP's Orakzai ex-commander, Hafiz Saeed Khan, re-emerged in the limelight in this quarter, 
pu�ng end to the rumors of his death in early 2014. 

With six terrorism incidents recorded for the second quarter, Kurram Agency, once a hotbed of sectarian 
clashes seemed less disturbing than the previous quarter. Most of the bomb blasts incidents were 
recorded from central and lower Kurram, whereas militants and security forces exchanged fire in the border 
area of Shelwanzai Tangi.

North Waziristan Agency remained as the most disturbed agency in the second quarter as in the previous 
one, witnessing IED a�acks on security convoys, target killings, drone strikes, and cross-border a�acks. 
Militant groups also fought among themselves during this period. On 15 June 2014, Pakistan launched the 
military offensive in North Waziristan named as Opera�on “Zarb-e-Azb”, admi�ng that the militants have 
long used the agency as a base for countrywide terrorist a�acks. 

Infigh�ng among militants also hit a toll in South Waziristan Agency, especially in the areas touching 
North Wazirstan. For almost a week, the two fac�ons of TTP, led by Khan Syed and Shehryar Mehsud, fought 
each other in Bobar area, adjacent to the Waziristan agencies. That some militants have been carrying out 
state du�es like ensuring security in the apparently-peaceful Wana sub-division, speak volume about 
government's absence. 

The following figure, recording the killings and injuries in the first two quarters of 2014 across the seven 
agencies of FATA, helps explain the militancy trends in each agency in the first half of 2014. The chart clearly 
shows that the North Waziristan Agency and Khyber Agency record high fluctua�ons in killings and injuries. 
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K I K I K I K I K I K I K I K I

Militants 19 0 1  95 35 3  2 2 373 75 35 17 528 129

Civilians 2 1 2 7 22 15 4 1 11 10 6 3 8 2 55 39

Security 

Forces
14 15 11 13 5 1 0 0 0 0 26 43 5 3 61 75

Peace 

forces/ 

Aman 

Lashkar

3 5 2  3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 6

 Total 38 21 16 20 125 52 7 1 13 12 405 121 48 22 652 249

Casual�es  

NWA SWA Total
Type

BA MA KHA OA Ku A



Clearly, terrorism con�nued to hit and threatened tribal people in the outgoing quarter. As Pakistan 
launched a military offensive in North Waziristan, hundreds of thousands of its residents have been 
traveling on foot in scorching days to get to the neighboring se�led areas. Their sufferings are far from 
over.
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Agencies Security Overview: Second Quarter 2014

Bajaur Agency
The smallest tribal agency, Bajaur Agency, lying at the extreme north of FATA, is reportedly the most 
vulnerable area for cross-border a�acks from Afghanistan. Bajaur shares a 52-km border with Afghanistan's 
troubled Kunar province known for militant ac�vi�es inside Afghanistan. In 2007, amid standoff between 
the government and administra�on of Islamabad-based Red Mosque, a Taliban leader Faqir Muhammad 
exploited the religious sen�ments of tribesmen² in the area. The government has countered militancy in 
Bajaur Agency by raising tribal lashkars³ and conduc�ng military opera�ons in the area. Since 2001, three 
drone missiles have been fired in the agency, killing 1 militant commander and 18 other militants. Presently, 
different groups of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) namely the Dr. Ismail Group and the Maulana 
Abdullah Group operate in the agency. A military cantonment, currently in the comple�on phase, depicts 
military presence in the area. 

Security Situa�on in Bajaur Agency
Bajaur Agency went through a disturbed phase during the second quarter from April to June 2014. The 
agency, especially its areas adjacent to Pakistan-Afghanistan border, experienced several terrorism 
incidents including militant aggression and target killings. Law enforcers and pro-government tribal elders 
were specifically targeted with IEDs or short-range weapons.

For several months spanning into previous years, Bajaur Agency is hit by cross-border aggression and target 
killings. According to FRC reports, the first cross-border a�ack in the second quarter of 2014 occurred on 25 
May 2014 in Mamond tehsil, si�ng close to Pak-Afghan border; since then, intermi�ent a�acks con�nued. 

² Faqir Muhammad has recently arrested by the Afghan Government in Afghanistan.
³ Civil mili�a comprising of the local civilian supported, in majority cases, by the government of Pakistan

Security Situa�on in Bajaur Agency  

Second Quarter 2014  

Nature of A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks     

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 3 28 10

Cross Border A�acks 1 2

Terrorist A�acks     

Bomb Blasts 8 4 11

Kidnappings     
Drone A�acks     
Target Killings 3 4

Suicide A�acks      
Clashes between Militant groups     
Total 15 38 21

59
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Insurgents in the border areas a�acked in Bajaur. Locals and poli�cal administra�on, however, allege the 
hands of militants in Afghanistan's Nuristan and Kunar provinces. 

Target killings increased in the outgoing quarter. An�-insurgent tribal elders and peace commi�ee 
volunteers were mostly targeted either through IED or small weaponry, in Nawagai and Khar and Kitkoot 
area of Mamond. Tehrik-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP) had either threatened these slayed tribesmen or later 
claimed these a�acks. The fallen tribesmen ac�vely contributed to the local village defense commi�ees. 
They were killed for keeping a vigilant eye on an�-state developments in the area, not because of any 
personal enmity. 

Two reasons explain cross-border a�acks. One, some argue that the militants a�acked the security forces 
when they were advancing towards strategic heights along the border. Two, it is conjectured that as security 
forces tried to establish new check posts along the border area for checking cross-border militancy, the 
militants on the other side exchanged fires with Pakistani troops. 

In an important development, the local administra�on of Bajaur administra�on ordered closure of all 
educa�onal ins�tu�ons in the agency on 16 July 2014, one day a�er the North Waziristan military offensive 
was launched. The administra�on feared militants could target the ins�tu�ons in retalia�on against the NW 
opera�on. Furthermore, the poli�cal administra�on also conveyed a grand Jarga comprising tribal elders of 
the border areas of Mamond and Nawagai, urging them to stay alert of militant ac�vi�es. The par�cipa�ng 
elders assured that they will watch for all entry and exit points along the border. 

Overall,  Bajaur Agency remained 
disturbed during the outgoing quarter 
when as militants infiltra�ng the area 
faced resistance by the security forces 
and peace commi�ee members. New 
security check posts could check 
militancy but also witness resistance by 
the militants.

“Compara�ve analysis of security situa�on in Bajaur Agency during 

the first two quarters of 2014”
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Mohmand Agency
Mohmand Agency touches border with Afghanistan, the agencies of Bajaur and Khyber, districts of Malakand, 
Charsadda and Peshawar. Although more integrated with Pakistan's mainland than other agencies, 
Mohmand remains ignored like rest of the FATA. Once, Sufi Muhammad's group raised its head in this 
agency.⁴ By 2006, indigenous Taliban that had emerged on the horizon began patrolling the area and 
compelling residents upon strict social codes. The 2007 Red Mosque opera�on intensified militants' hatred of 
the government. Foreign militant groups also incited militancy in the area. Pakistani security forces launched 
opera�ons in 2011 and 2012 and formed an�-militant civil mili�as, to flush militants from Mohmand.

Security Situa�on in Mohmand Agency
A�er passing through compara�ve calmer periods for more than three quarters, the Mohmand Agency 
was once again found to be in the grab of militancy during the second quarter of the current year 2014. 
Areas lying adjacent to Afghan boundary witnessed blows of terrorisms.

The rela�ve calm in Mohmand Agency in the previous three quarters was disturbed by lurking militancy in 
the outgoing period. For one, the border areas witnessed blows of terrorisms. Then, ever since 
government's peace overtures to Taliban falter in mid-2014, the incidents of terrorism increased in the area. 
The main trend was target killing and bomb blast involving IEDs. 

Mostly, insurgents targeted conveys of security forces through IEDs. Many soldiers including Pakistan Army 
officers embraced martyrdoms in the a�acks. 11 security personnel lost their lives and 13 faced injuries in 
different terrorism incidents in the area. 

⁴  Sufi Muhammad Head of Tehrik-i-Nifaz-i-Shariat-i-Muhammadi (TNSM) in Swat Valley which has been 
    no�ced in Bajaur Agency and in Mohmand Agency.

Security Situa�on in Mohmand Agency  

Second Quarter 2014  

Nature of A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks 

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 1  1

Cross Border A�acks 

Terrorist A�acks 

Bomb Blasts 19  14 20

Kidnappings 
Drone A�acks 
Target Killings 1  1

Suicide A�acks  
Clashes between Militant groups 
Total 21  16 20

36

Casualty Types Mohmand Agency  

Second Quarter 2014 
Killed  Injured

Militants  1

Civilians 2 7

Security Forces 11 13

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar 2

Total 16 20

Total Casual�es 36
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The most turbulent subdivision was Baizai tehsil 
where forces convoys were targeted. Many of the 
planted IEDs exploded; many others were defused by 
the security personnel. 

For instance, in the last week of May 2014, the vehicle 
of Fron�er Corps came under a�ack of an IED in 
Panyadali tehsil, resul�ng into the death of six 
soldiers. The security forces responded by slapping a 
2-day curfew in Safi, Khwazai and Kamali Haleemzai 
subdivisions and arrested several people from Safi 
area. Amid curfew, the poli�cal administra�on 
suspended the scheduled 3-day an�-polio.

The agency witnessed targeted killings during the month of April to June 2014. Militants targeted an�-
militant tribal elders, some in their homes and others through IEDs. 

Throughout the outgoing period, Omar Khalid Khurasani, TTP's Mohmand head, remained in the spotlight 
by claiming a�acks on security forces and tribal elders and collabora�ng with the TTP's central leadership. 

Khyber Agency
Khyber Agency borders Afghanistan to the west, Orakzai Agency to the south, Kurram Agency to the south 
west, and Peshawar to the east. Sectarian groups, militant insurgents, and drug mafias have stoked fires in 
the conflict in Khyber Agency. The dominant streak of militancy in Khyber Agency evolved out of the 
sectarian clashes between Mu�i Munir Shakir, founder of Lashkar-e-Islam (LI) and Pir Saif-ur-Rehman⁵, 
Ansar-ul-Islam's founder. TTP secured its bases in KA by allying with Mangal Bagh, current leader of LI, in its 
fight against AI in the bordering Tirah valley. Strikingly, the an�-militant lashkars the state formed also 
turned against it. Recent clashes have displaced many Tirah-origin families. 

Security Situa�on in Khyber Agency
The security situa�on in Khyber Agency couldn't improve during the second quarter of 2014. Increasing 
number of terrorism incidents were reported throughout the period. 

“Compara�ve analysis of security situa�on in 
Mohmand Agency during the first two quarters of 2014”

   
⁵ Mu�i shakir was follower of Deobandi school of thought while PirSaif-ur-Rehman was a Baralvi muslim
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Security Situa�on in Khyber Agency  

Second Quarter 2014  

Nature of A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks 4 98 33

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 1 2 2

Cross Border A�acks 1 1 2

Terrorist A�acks 2 1 3

Bomb Blasts 3 2 3

Kidnappings 2     
Drone A�acks       
Target Killings 18 21 9

Suicide A�acks 
       

Clashes between Militant groups
      

Total 31 125 52

177
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Bara, Khyber Agency's subdivision adjacent to Peshawar metropolis, has been res�ve for more than five 
years. Successive military offensives couldn't restore a long and durable peace to the na�ves. 

TTP's Bara-based militants and LI fought each other and with security forces for long, resul�ng into the 
deaths of many civilians. Fed up with the militant figh�ng, many Bara locals moved out of the area towards 
the se�led areas of KPK including Jalozai camp that had tradi�onally hosted Afghan refugees. With a covert 
truce peace between security forces and militancy, some clashes have slackened, persuading the forces to 
li� off the indefinite curfews. According to reports on the IDPs, around 1700 families have moved from 
camps in Jalozai, Jarma and Orakzai Agency to homes in Tirah valley.

Contrary to refuta�ons of both LI and security forces, local administra�on and tribesmen have verified in a 
whispering tone about the agreement. 

In lower Bara, adjacent to Peshawar, only Qamber Khel tribe stayed peaceful during the past five years, 
partly because of the influence of 'Amar Bil Maruf wa Nahi Anil Munkir', a banned pro-government group 
formerly known as 'Haji Namdar Afridi' group. Incidentally, during the second quarter, the group's former 
and influen�al spokesman Munsif Khan Afridi survived an IED. Some now fear that the situa�on may 
deteriorate once again. 

Because of the infigh�ngs among LI, TTP, and AI followed by military opera�on, residents of Tirah, Bagh, and 
Maidan fled the area. The opera�ons have cleared Bagh and Maidan areas, but pockets of Tirah valley 
con�nue to be infested with militants. From �me to �me, Pakistani jets bombard Tirah and Koki Khel area, 
causing losses upon not only the militants but many innocent people too. 

Rela�ve peaceful, Landikotal, another sub-division of KA, also experienced militancy. Militants, par�cularly 
TTP's splinter Abdullah Azam Brigade, have reportedly claimed targe�ng FC and security forces including 
Khasadar personnel. 

Tawheed ul Islam (TI), the peace lashkar led by Munshi Komandan at Bazar Zakha Khel, also played a vital 
role in securing peace in the area. TI, which has pushed out LI fighters from Zakha khel area, enjoys the 
support of poli�cal administra�on and the security forces. 

Jamrud, a sub-division of Khyber Agency, remained a hot bas�on of motley of an�-state militants including 
Abdullah Azam Brigade, Jaish-e-Muhammad and Jaish-e-Osama, which have been ac�ve in the area for 
several years now. These groups mainly target the NATO supply trucks trudging through Khyber Agency. 
Several truckers or their helpers have been killed or injured in this part of FATA.  

Militants have also killed security forces personnel, mainly from the Khyber Levy Force and Khyber 
Khassadar Force, escor�ng an�-polio vaccina�on teams or NATO truckers. 

⁶  These are Darghalam, Bia Darghlam, Goro Ba, Khwakh Ba De Sham.

Casualty Types Khyber Agency  

Second Quarter 2014 
Killed Injured

Militants  95  35

Civilians  22  15

Security Forces  5  1

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar 3  1

Total 125  52

Total Casual�es  177
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Jus�fying their a�acks on the an�-
polio staff, Jamrud-based militants 
argue that while they not against 
polio vaccina�on drop, they 
suspect an�-polio staff might be 
spying for an�-Taliban forces.

To overcome lawlessness, the 
security forces imposed curfew in 
en�re Jamrud tehsil during the 
s e c o n d  q u a r t e r.  Re s i d e n t s 
expected a full-fledged military 
opera�on, which wasn't started. 
Situa�on in Jamrud deteriorates. 
Militants have asked many well-
off people like businessmen to 
receive to donate funds else leave 
the area. Failure to do either resulted into militants a�acking the people or their houses. 

In another development, the US drone plane had struck three missiles on the hideouts of militants in Nazian 
area of Afghanistan. Some media wrongly put the targeted site at Khyber Agency. According to FRC reports, 
at least ten Afghan militants were killed and thirteen others injured in the a�ack. Local poli�cal 
administra�on in Khyber Agency men�oned that the drone had targeted centers of LI inside Nazian district 
of Afghanistan, which abuts parts of Tirah Valley. Interes�ngly, all those killed were Afghan Taliban, 
according to the administra�on. Pointedly, Mangal Bagh-led LI had earlier unsuccessfully fought Afghan 
Taliban for few weeks at Nazian area. Bagh also pressurized the Afghan Nazian families, dwelling in Bara, to 
vacate Bara or face the music. 

To overcome lawlessness in the agency, the civil and military administra�on must pay special a�en�on to 
certain parts un�l a permanent solu�on to the militant groups do not come. 

Orakzai Agency
Orakzai Agency, administra�vely divided into subdivisions of upper and lower Orakzai, is by Khyber Agency, 
FR Kohat, Kohat and Hangu districts, and Kurram Agency. Orakzai Agency is the only agency that doesn't 
touch with Afghanistan. The agency hosts various militants including local sectarian groups, TTP and TNSM. 
The Tehrik-e-Tulaba Movemen (TTM)⁷ or the Students Movement, led by a militaris�c local cleric Maulvi 
Muhammad Rehmin, also operates. Shia-Sunni sectarian conflict do occur, but not on the scale of Kurram 
Agency. Orakzai Agency once served a safe haven for the TTP ex-chief, Hakimullah Mehsud, who would 
o�en a�ack NATO supply vehicles. 

Security Situa�on in Orakzai Agency
Rela�vely calm, Orakzai Agency witnessed three terrorism incidents with seven deaths and one injury 
during the outgoing quarter. Barring a target killing incident and militant infigh�ng, no high-level terrorism 
incidents occurred in the agency. However, Hafiz Saeed Khan, a notorious TTP commander for Orakzai 
Agency, came into limelight once again, thus refu�ng claims over his death early this year.

 “Compara�ve analysis of security situa�on in Khyber Agency during 

the first two quarters of 2014”

⁷  TTM executed those guilty in crimes in a large public gathering
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The military launched offensive in the area in April 2010, to secure the agency from the influence of the 
militants. The military has opted for several small to medium range military opera�ons against the 
miscreants, ini�ally in the northern areas of lower Orakzai division.⁸ Avoiding a�acks, the militants, 
according to military sources, fled for Khyber Agency, especially its Tirah valley where militants have already 
been giving a tough �me to the military. The opera�on in Orakzai Agency ended in January 2013; the 
whereabouts of the head of the Taliban commander in these areas, Aslam Farooqi, also linked with Mangal 
Bagh group, are unknown. 

Although Orakzai Agency ini�ally faced some militant ac�vi�es in response to the military opera�on, as 
reported in the second quarter of 2013, the situa�on since then has been somewhat peaceful. 

According to local sources, some militant 
influence is s�ll felt in the agency's areas 
bordering the se�led district Hangu, like 
Chapper in central Orakzai and Ismail Zai 
in upper Orakzai.

An obscure militant ou�it 'Orakzai 
Freedom Movement' also emerged 
during the outgoing quarter in Orakzai 
Agency. Hafiz Saeed Khan, an ex-TTP 
commander, head the movement. As if 
stressing monotheism, Saeed has also 
a�ached in his last name the word 

⁸  Andkhel, Utman Khel, Baizoot and Feroz Khel
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Security Situa�on in Orakzai Agency

Second Quarter 2014  

Nature of A�acks Incidents  Killings  Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks 
Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 
Cross Border A�acks 
Terrorist A�acks 
Bomb Blasts 
Kidnappings 1

Drone A�acks
 

Target Killings
 

1 5 1

Suicide A�acks 
 Clashes between Militant groups

 
1 2

Total 3 7 1
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“Tauheedi” meaning “Oneness”. The movement kidnapped around 100 Qambarkhel Afridi tribesmen 
a�ending a fair in Haider Kandao area in Tirah valley in April this year. 

In Bulandkhel's Spin Thall locality, members of Nabi Hanfi group exchange fire with rival militants, resul�ng 
into casual�es on both sides. Yet, a�er the incident, Nabi Group's spokesman, Zalif alias Khawray, brief local 
journalists that all militants groups are united and operate under Nabi Hanafi, and that the firing resulted 
from misunderstanding. 

Kurram Agency
Kurram Agency borders Afghanistan to the north and west, Orakzai Agency and Khyber Agency to the east, 
NWA to the south, and Hangu district in the southeast. Since Zia's Sunni-oriented Islamiza�on, the Agency 
has been suffering from sectarian violence, which was amplified by the flow of weapons in Afghan jihad. 
TTP, ever since its founda�on in late 2007, too have furthered its an�-Shia agenda in this agency. 

Security Situa�on in Kurram Agency
Despite marked as bas�on of sectarian clashes, Kurram Agency remained rela�vely stable in the outgoing 
quarter of 2014. Overall, six terrorism incidents were reported from the agency, cos�ng thirteen lives. Most 
of these incidents involving bomb blasts were recorded from central and lower Kurram, whereas in the 
border areas of Shelwanzai Tangi, security forces also clashed with militants.

A huge terrorism plot was foiled near a check post in lower Kurram's Dama Khwaro area. There, the militants 
had planted around 22 bombs, both high and low intensity. Ac�ng on a �mely �p-off, the bomb disposal 
squad diffused the bombs, securing the lives of several people. The squad's personnel later revealed that 15 

Nature of A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks       

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 1 1 1

Cross Border A�acks       

Terrorist A�acks 1 1 1

Bomb Blasts 4 11 10

Kidnappings       
Drone A�acks       
Target Killings       
Suicide A�acks        
Clashes between Militant groups       
Total 6 13 12

25

Security Situa�on in Kurram Agency

Second Quarter 2014  

Total Casual�es 

Casualty Types Kurram Agency  

Second Quarter 2014 
Killed

2  

11  

  

  
13  
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2  
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of the diffused plants were landmines, 5 remote controlled, and 2 connected to a device about to detonate. 

 A huge incident of the quarter in the agency 
was about the IED blast that took away lives of 
at least eight people seated in a pick-up jeep, 
which was travelling to lower Kurram's Sadda 
area.

Away in upper Kurram, near the Pak-Afghan 
border, militants fired four rockets on the 
Shelwanzai Tangi picket, leaving two Levies 
personnel injured, one of whom died later. 
Furious, the administra�on inves�gated the 
a�ack, forcibly shut down the area's markets, 
and arrested under the FCR at least fi�een 
people of Ali-Sharry tribe. The tribe's elders, 
feel ing enraged,  agitated against  the 
administra�on. According to FRC reports, around two hundred tribesmen went to the prison center. 
Condemning the administra�on for shi�ing onus on the shoulders of the locals, the tribesmen made their 
point, “it was a security lapse and the tribesmen have done no wrong for which they should be punished. 
There are nineteen security check posts in this area, and s�ll if militant manages to carry out their ac�vi�es, 
then it is nothing but a security lapse with which a commoner has no concern”.

When the terrorism incidents in last quarter are compared with those in the previous two quarters, Kurram 
Agency visibly shows improvement. A considerable decline in casual�es, bomb blasts, and kidnappings 
bode well for the locals. 

North Waziristan Agency
North Waziristan Agency (NWA) touches Kurram Agency and Hangu in the north, FR Bannu in the east, SWA 
in the south, and Afghanistan in the west. NWA has been known for sheltering militants of all hue and colors 
including those with local, na�onal, and foreign agenda. Interna�onally, the agency is known for Haqqani 
network¹⁰, an Afghan Taliban group. Many militant ac�vi�es across the country have been traced to foreign 
militants like al-Qaeda and Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, to Punjabi Taliban, and to TTP, all ensconced in 
this agency.

Security Situa�on in North Waziristan Agency
North Waziristan Agency, the most vola�le agency during the outgoing quarter, witnessed insecurity in all 
forms: a�acks on convoys, target killing, drone strikes, cross-border a�acks, etc.; infigh�ng among militants 
also spilled blood. Finally, in mid-June 2014, the military launched a offensive against militants in North 
Waziristan Agency. 

¹⁰  Sirajud-dinHaqqani is the current head of the Haqqani Network before it was headed 
     by his father JalaluddinHaqqani, the aging former an�-Soviet insurgent leader.
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Security personnel came under severe a�acks of the militants, who would either strike on a picket or plant 
an IED against a coming convoy. In one such incident in May, nine Fron�er Corps soldiers died and over a 
dozen injured when a powerful IED ripped their vehicle in the border tehsil of Ghulam Khan.

In another incident in second week of June, a suicide bomber rammed his explosives-laden mini truck 
through the Boya picket. The a�ack, in which three security personnel died and ten injured, was owned by 
Ansar-ul-Mujahideen. 

In retalia�on, security forces would o�en clamp curfews in the agency. Some�mes, these curfews were 
prolonged, troubling the locals. The curfew slapped in response to the Ghulam Khan a�ack lasted for one 
week. 

At several other �mes, security forces air even bombed suspected hideouts. For example, in third week of 
May, jet bombing of militant hideouts killed, according to ISPR, at least 60 insurgents. The air strikes 
incensed the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group too, which had struck a peace deal with the government in 2008. 
Blaming government for viola�ng the accord, the central shura of Hafiz Gul Bahadaur, conveyed a�er the 
strikes, openly set aside the accord and vowed to defend and fight for Islam in the agency. 

Finally, on 15 June 2014, the government launched the military opera�on in NWA, reasoning that the 
insurgents have turned the agency into their base for a�acking across the country. The military's media 
wing, Inter-Services Public Rela�ons (ISPR), stated that on the direc�ons of the government, the armed 
forces have launched Opera�on Zarb-e-Azb against militants in North Waziristan. 

Security Situa�on in NWA 

Second Quarter 2014
Nature of

 

A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks 13 291 34

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 1 3 2

Cross Border A�acks 2

Terrorist A�acks

Bomb Blasts 9 22 30

Kidnappings

Drone A�acks 3 18

Target Killings 6 12 10

Suicide A�acks 1 3 10

Clashes between Militant groups 8 56 35

Total 43 405 121

526

Casualty Types NWA  

 Second Quarter 2014 
Killed Injured

Militants 373 75

Civilians 6 3

Security Forces 26 43

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar

Total 405 121

Total Casual�es 526
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Since launching of the opera�on, the 
ISPR, the only source of informa�on 
on the opera�on, claims to have killed 
more than four hundred militants. 
However, the claim could not be 
verified from independent sources, 
because the agency remains blocked 
for all types of movement. Also, 
media has mostly reported on killings 
of militants belonging to TTP only. 
Finally, rumors abound that many 
militants have escaped the onslaught, 
a�er shaving their beards  and cu�ng 
long hair. �

Military opera�on displaced a large popula�on of NWA. The latest official figures crosses 800,000 IDPs. This 
figure is ques�oned on the grounds of irregularity. Some people, for instance, have migrated to the adjacent 
district of Bannu before the start of the opera�on. They, it is argued, may also have registered themselves as 
IDPs. 

People living in the border areas entered Afghanistan instead of heading for Bannu directly to avoid curfews. 
From Afghanistan, many came back to Pakistan via Kurram Agency. According to latest figures, more than 
one thousand families have made to Pakistan through the Afghanistan route.

TTP's two fac�ons, Khan Syed and Shehryar groups, lost their key commanders to the infigh�ng, which 
con�nued in the outgoing quarter. To reconcile their differences, Mullah Fazlullah's, TTP's supremo, 
replaced Khan Said with Shaikh Khalid Haqqani as the TTP's ameer in South Waziristan and tasked Umer 
Khurassi to lead TTP in North and South Waziristan¹⁰. 

Meanwhile, Khan Said and his supporters refused Fazlullah's decisions; on 27 May, Khan Said decided to 
part his ways with Fazlullah-led TTP. 

A few days before the opera�on, Fazlullah was reportedly seen in Miramshah, capital of North Waziristan; 
a�erwards, his whereabouts are unknown. 

Minutes of the half-an-hour-long press conference are revealing. Azam Tariq, now Khan Said Group's central 
spokesman, made his group's case: 

“We Mehsud Taliban of TTP under the central command of Khan Syed hereby formally part our ways with the 
direc�on-lost Fazalullah TTP. … TTP as an organiza�on has been taken over and being deeply influenced by a specific 
lobby/group having specific objec�ves. … TTP by promo�ng and suppor�ng a specific sect ideologies and objec�ves 
hurt its co-fac�ons Taliban, belonging to different sects, badly. … Mehsud Taliban of TTP tried their level best to reset 
the direc�on of TTP, that they have lost, but the opponent lobby, the conspirer, succeeded in achieving their goals and 
affirmed their control over the TTP. … Under the umbrella of TTP its members are indulge in businesses of extor�on 
and robberies. … Mehsud fac�on of TTP believes in helping out the vic�m rather than the aggressor. … Mehsud Taliban 
respects all religious seminaries, shrines and the dignified religious scholars and leaders and firmly believes in 
coopera�on with them. … We consider illegal extor�on of money, targe�ng public places and suicide a�acks as 
prohibited and against the Islamic injunc�ons. … The conspirator group in TTP has pushed the organiza�on, TTP, to 
target public places and then taking responsibili�es of different a�acks with faked �tles. … We are against all those 
organiza�ons that are involved in doing illegal businesses on the name of Islam but respect form the core of our heart 

¹⁰  Press Release No PR124/2014-ISPR, Dated: June 15, 201, 
     h�ps://www.ispr.gov.pk/front/main.asp?o=t-press_release&id=2574#pr_link2574
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those who are figh�ng for the real cause of Islam”¹¹.

In June's second week, drone strikes targeted vehicles and compound, killing at least fourteen militants 
including foreigners. According to FRC reports, the drone fired eight missiles on two vehicles and a 
compound. The first a�ack came around 8.30 p.m. in Tabbi area, four km from the major town of Miranshah, 
when a drone strike hit a mini truck carrying four people, killing all of them. The second a�ack came around 
2:40 am in the same locality, again on a vehicle; this �me six militants were killed. A�er a few minutes 
interval, the third strike, in Darga Mandi, hit a compound assumed to be occupied by al-Haqqani-linked 
militants. These strikes, the first ones in 2014, broke the gap of five months and sixteen days to the previous 
strike, recorded on 26 December 2013 in Kutab Khel area.

Backing the opera�on in North Waziristan, the civil and military leaderships have publicly vowed to 
exterminate militants, agreeing that these militants have a�acked across the country from their safe havens 
in North Waziristan. The opera�on has put an end the divisive debate Pakistan's reluctance to chase 
militants in the agency, but observers may properly judge why the opera�on was delayed.

South Waziristan Agency
The largest and southern-most tribal agency, South Waziristan Agency, surrounded by Afghanistan, 
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fron�er Regions, is home to a variety of militants – those with local, 
na�onal, and interna�onal ambi�ons. Many of these militants, especially the foreigners, had come here to 
escape the U.S. bombing of Afghanistan in October 2001. A�er the ouster of Taliban in Afghanistan, many 
South Waziristani militants �ed to Afghan Taliban started organizing themselves, ul�mately taking the 
shape of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) under Baitullah Mehsud. Another local Taliban, Mullah Nazir led his 
own fac�on of Taliban in Wazir areas of South Waziristan. Although he kicked out Uzbek militants from 
Wana, the administra�ve headquarter of South Waziristan, several members of al-Qaeda and Punjabi 
Taliban s�ll reside in the area. 

Security Situa�on in South Waziristan Agency
Although calmer, South Waziristan witnessed severe infigh�ng among militants, resul�ng in several killings 
there especially in areas between South and North Waziristan. In Bobar, for instance, the two fac�ons of 
TTP, led by Khan Syed and Shehryar Mehsud, clashed with each other for almost a week, leaving many of 
their fighters dead or wounded. Pakistan's aerial bombardment there also disrupted TTP's ranks. 
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¹¹   Sailab Mehsud, "Khan Syed Parted Ways with Fazal Ullah Led TTP", FATA Research Center, 
     h�p://frc.com.pk/news/khan-syed-parted-ways-with-fazal-ullah-led-�p/

Security Situa�on in SWA  

Second Quarter 2014  

Nature of A�acks Incidents Killings Injuries

Opera�onal A�acks       

Clashes b/w Security Forces and militants 1 5   

Cross Border A�acks       

Terrorist A�acks       

Bomb Blasts 1 5 3

Kidnappings 1     
Drone A�acks       
Target Killings 2 8 2

Suicide A�acks        
Clashes between Militant groups 5 30 17

Total 10 48 22

70
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Local poli�cal administra�on revealed that Sajna Group militants had assaulted on the hideouts of Shehryar 
Mehsud in the agency. Sources narrate that the rivalry between the two groups started in November 2013, 
when Shehryar came to the agency following TTP's head Hakeemullah's death in a drone strike. It is even 
been said that Sherhyar Mehsud, mortally threatened, has taken refuge in the Bobar area Target killings, 
which started around five months ago, intensified in March and April. FRC sources noted killing of at least 
eight militants and kidnapping of eight others, reportedly from Shehryar Group, in Bobar Ghundi area, 
Ladha. In February 2014, Asmat Ullah Shaheen Bhi�ani, TTP's key commander, too was killed in the figh�ng. 

The area of Bobar, at the South-North 
Waziristan boundary, is believed to have 
strong presence of TTP and affiliated 
ou�its.

The outgoing quarter also experienced 
IEDs inflic�ng human and material losses 
upon the security forces. Again, in area 
bordering the two Waziristans, a powerful 
IED exploded the vehicle, killing three army 
soldiers, including an officer and injuring 
three others. In Ladha, security forces 
reportedly killed five militants. 

Meanwhile, in the administra�ve capital Wana, a local Taliban group of Azam Warsak, Karwan Al Saif Taj 
Mohammad, distributed leaflets laying down new rules to be observed in the area, even by those from the 
group. 

Azam Warsak Taliban strictly advised the locals to remain in their homes at night. No one, the leaflets read, 
should be seen wandering in the area during late hours, a�er 10 p.m. Violators, the commander warned, will 
be severely punished like charging 50,000 rupees and one-month rigorous imprisonment.” 

One of the warnings of the group read, “no vehicle with black window-panes is allowed to run on Azam 
Warsak roads with black window-panes”, adding that the Karwan Al-Saif Taj Mohammad Taliban will take 
care of the area security during night and that all “mujahideens are advised to inform the on-duty mujahid 
by dialing 16020 before entering into the limits of Azam Warsak, otherwise no claim of damages … would be 
considered later”. 
  
A�er the 2007 military offensive in South Waziristan, the government nominated peace commi�ee's 
commanders from the areas bordering Afghanistan to support government and check militant ac�vi�es. 
These commanders have been enjoying considerable clout in their areas. 
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Killed Injured

Militants  35 17

Civilians  8  2

Security Forces  5  3

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar     
Total 48 22

Total Casual�es 70

Casualty Types SWA  

Second Quarter 2014 
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That the militants have been carrying out state du�es like ensuring security in the apparently-peaceful Wana 
sub-division, speak volume about government's absence. 

Wana-based Taliban has, like their brother-in-arms in other parts of FATA, created hurdles for female 
students. Unknown miscreants even blew a government-run seminary in Janan Kot in Wana. 

Since the tacit military-militant truce in South Waziristan, the agency has apparently been less disturbing for 
almost a year. However, neither the military nor the militants has publicized the terms of the truce. 

DISTRICT PESHAWAR  
In the outgoing period, Peshawar remained under militants' shadows, as 55 terrorism incidents were 
recorded in which 59 people died and 55 were wounded.  

For several months, Peshawar's policemen have been laying down their lives while checking the militants' 
onslaught. In the outgoing quarter, 28 policemen fell in the line of duty, including Sub Inspector Sa�ar Khan, 
who was performing his normal duty at Pajaggi Road when armed motorcyclists killed him. 

Policemen have come under a�ack in almost all parts of the city, not least Chamkani, Badaber, Inqilab Road, 
Kohat Road and Charsadda Road. Some sources report assassins being hired to target police personnel 
specifically.

Nasir Khan Durrani, KPK's Inspector General of Police (IGP), pointed that policemen standing alone were 
mostly targeted. Because most of the a�acked policemen were targeted in their heads, he shared he has 
asked the government to provide, on emergency basis, helmets to the policemen. ¹³

¹³  "Three law-enforcers killed in Torghar, Peshawar a�acks", Dawn, 21 June 2014

Security Situa�on District Peshawar 

Second Quarter 2014

Incidents Killings Injuries 

Bomb Blasts 17 8 15

Target Killing 22 30 15

Suicide Bombing 1 5 13

Police Encounter 9 14 12

A�acks on Security Forces 

A�acks on Polio Teams 2 2

Kidnapping 4

Total 55 59 55

114

Casual�es Type District Peshawar

Second Quarter 2014

Killed Injured 

Police Officials 28 9

Security Forces 1 2

Civilians 20 40

Militants 10 4

Total 59 55

114
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In the wake of the military opera�on in North 
Waziristan, Peshawar has been declared as one of 
the most sensi�ve ci�es. According to Dawn, 
security has been “beefed up”, not least on 
Khyber Road, site of several important state 
buildings.¹⁴ Already watchful, Peshawar police is 
directed to stay alert.

In what appears to be a trend of militancy, 
reported in the outgoing quarter, militants fired 
on a flight about to land at Peshawar airport, 
taking life of a woman passenger and injuring a 
steward and another passenger. According to SP 
Peshawar Cantonment, four to five bullets were 
fired from Pishtakhara area that adjoins the airport.¹⁵

The presence of militants or criminal camouflaging as Taliban, especially in Peshawar's outskirts like Masho 
Khel village, con�nues to threaten locals. A blatant example was an open warning le�er, wri�en by 
criminals-disguising-as-Taliban, pasted on the wall of local shop. Locals shared that the le�er, which warned 
14 locals, didn't even have any of Taliban or their local groups' le�er. 

Village-dwellers in some parts of outskirts confide that a�er sun sets in, militants would walk the area. 
Although some locals have been migra�ng to Peshawar, the poor ones have to stay behind in the villages. 

In some of the areas, leaders of pro-government peace mili�as known as Amn Lashkar have also been 
a�acked. In the outgoing quarter, a suicide bomber carried out an a�ack on the leader of Amn Lashkar in 
Adezai Matani. 

CONCLUSION
Terrorist ac�vi�es in the outgoing quarter visibly point that government's protracted peace talks with 
Taliban didn't stop militants striking in Pakistan. Apparently in response to the a�acks, the government 
launched a military offensive in North Waziristan. 

Today, many, including the military, dub North Waziristan as the “center of gravity” of all militants.¹⁶ Former 
Director General of military's media department revealed that as early as 2010, “the military on the ground 
was unanimous that extremists of all hues were holed up in the region, and without an opera�on in the area 
peace could not be restored in the country.”¹⁷ Observers rightly wonder as to why this “center of gravity” 
remained untouched for the past several years. Only an informed debate can help Pakistanis debunk the 
myths that jus�fy inac�on against militants. 

The people of FATA have to suffer once again, this �me as displaced persons. Reportedly, the strength of the 
displaced people from North Waziristan may touch 1 million. FRC reports suggest that issues of 
coordina�on among government's various departments seriously hamper efficient relief provision to the 
IDPs. 

The government must also think over the next step of the opera�on. Time and again, cri�cs have argued that 
FATA's administra�ve vacuum produced a safe haven to militants from across the country and beyond. The 
demand for reforming FATA by extending rule of law must be stressed now than ever. 

¹⁴  Bureau Report, "Security beefed up in Peshawar", 17 June 2014, h�p://www.dawn.com/news/1113292
¹⁵   Zulfiqar Ali, "Woman dies in shoo�ng at plane", 25 June 2014, h�p://www.dawn.com/news/1114972
¹⁶  Govt, Army clear the air over op ownership, The Na�on, 20 June 2014, 
     h�p://www.na�on.com.pk/na�onal/20-Jun-2014/govt-army-clear-the-air-over-op-ownership
¹⁷  "Kayani delayed the opera�on: Athar Abbas", 1 July 2014, 
     h�p://tribune.com.pk/story/729499/kayani-delayed-the-opera�on-athar-abbas/
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