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About FRC

FRC is a non‐par�san, non‐poli�cal and non‐governmental research organiza�on based in Islamabad. It is 

the first ever think tank of its kind that focuses on the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in its 

en�rety. The purpose of FRC is to help concerned stake holders be�er understand this war‐ravaged area 

of Pakistan with independent, impar�al and objec�ve research and analysis. People at FRC think, write, 

and speak to encourage all segments of Pakistani society and the government to join their strengths for a 

peaceful, tolerant, progressive and integrated FATA. 

This FRC Quarterly Security Report reviews recent trends in conflict such as the number of terrorist 

a�acks, type of a�acks, tac�cs used for militancy and the resul�ng casual�es. The objec�ve of this 

security report is to outline and categorize the forms of violent extremism taking place, the role of militant 

groups and the scale of terrorist ac�vi�es. 

This report is the result of intensive monitoring and research by the FRC team. FRC also inherits certain 

limita�ons due to the persistence of high‐intensity security zones in FATA. The research center collects 

data through its field reports and other reliable sources present on the ground. The area under discussion 

is security sensi�ve, so spans of curfew, cross firing and/or other limita�ons on mobility are common in 

different parts at different intervals. Thus, the number of actual occurrences of violence may be greater 

than those quoted here, mainly due to under repor�ng.
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Acronyms
AI:  Ansar‐ul‐Islam 

APA:  Assistant Poli�cal Agent

BA:  Bajaur Agency 

FATA:  Federally Administered Tribal Areas

FC:  Fron�er Corps

FCR:  Fron�er Crimes Regula�on

FDA:  FATA Development Authority

FR:  Fron�er Region

IDP:  Internally Displaced Person

IED:  Improvised Explosive Device

KA:  Kurram Agency

KHA:  Khyber Agency

KPK:  Khyber‐Pakhtunkhwa

LI:  Lashkar‐e‐Islam

MA:  Mohmand Agency

NATO:  North Atlan�c Treaty Organiza�on

NWA:  North Waziristan Agency

OA:  Orakzai Agency

Sect:  Sectarian

SF:  Security Forces

SWA:  South Waziristan Agency

TI:  Tauheed‐ul‐Islam

TTP:  Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan
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Methodology

FATA Research Centre comprises of an enthusias�c team of qualified researchers and academics having 

thirst for knowledge and passion for improvement. FRC's way of work is a collec�ve struggle for authen�c 

informa�on to report. The research team collects informa�on and data from both primary and secondary 

sources and presents the analysis and expert opinion on the security issues. The security report at hand 

presents analysis of the security situa�on in FATA, based on the first‐hand informa�on and data gathered 

from the field coupled with the other media sources and the reports of the correspondents.

Glossary

Opera�onal A�acks: Large‐scale opera�ons launched by military and paramilitary troops against 

militants in FATA to preserve law and order and writ of the state. This category includes search opera�ons, 

a�acks on military and military opera�ons in the region. 

Militant A�acks: Indiscriminate use of violence by militant ou�its both locals and foreigners such as 

Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Al‐Qaeda, Uzbeks, Lashkar‐e Islam (LI), Ansar‐ul‐Islam(AI) and other 

Taliban groups including Wana Taliban, Gul Bahadar group, etc. manifested through suicide a�acks; 

beheadings; and destruc�on of educa�onal ins�tu�ons, CD/video shops; etc.

Security Forces: Include the military, Fron�er Corps, Fron�er Constabulary , Khassadar Force, Levies Force 

and police, taked with comba�ng militants and militant a�acks.

Inter‐tribal Clashes: Clashes or feuds reported between tribes in FATA.

Peace Forces: People from tribes of FATA who are ba�ling militants and terrorists. Examples include the 

Aman Lashkar/Civil Mili�as/Peace Commi�ees o�en backed by the state.

Terrorist A�acks: The category includes suicide a�acks, firing, mortar shelling and terrorist insurgent 

a�acks. 

Bomb Blasts: The category of bomb blasts include the explosions including IED, landmine blasts, roadside 

blasts, remote-controlled bomb blasts and other explosions. 



Introduction

In today's world, Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) is o�en cited as a region rife with militants and 

is seen as the epicenter of militancy and a global source of terrorism. However, in the past, despite having 

some administra�ve and poli�cal problems, the region was generally considered one of the most peaceful 

areas of Pakistan. This was un�l the Russian invasion in 1979. Previously, there were both formal and 

informal working ins�tu�ons that played an instrumental role in keeping intact the social fabric of the tribal 

belt. There were only three main actors in the region, namely the Poli�cal Agent, the tribal ci�zens and the 

Maliks who were opera�ng as a bridge between both. There was great synergy between these three actors, 

but that equilibrium was put at stakes by various Civil and Military regimes throughout the country's 

troubled history. Poli�cal expediencies and the geo‐poli�cal environment of the region played a major role 

in shaping the FATA into what it is today. Although the shocking 9/11 incident was geographically far 

removed from this part of the world, the subsequent events that followed it, brought great havoc to this 

region. A historically rich and promising vibrant culture comprising of great people living in rela�ve 

harmony, had in a very short �me‐span, transformed into a brutal and hellish existence, making vic�ms of 

many of its inhabitants.

Since 9/11, FATA has con�nuously found itself in the line of fire and it is the innocent civilians who are paying 

a heavy toll for the state's flawed policies and goals. The war on terror has resulted in great suffering for 

locals, both man and material, and s�ll there is no posi�ve end in sight. The social fabric of FATA has gone 

through major ruptures and the tribal culture is regressing under the miasma of violent extremism which is 

evident from our annual and quarterly security reports.

These chilling reminders, posing existen�al threat to the state, need to be seriously considered by the 

government. The government must approach the situa�on with clarity and accurate threat percep�on and 

come up with a holis�c and effec�ve long‐term strategy in order to defuse the situa�on on its western 

borders. FATA Research Centre (FRC) considers the Na�onal Assembly the right forum to take lead in this 

regard; however, armed forces consulta�on is of utmost importance in char�ng out any future counter‐

terrorism and counter‐extremism strategy.

FATA Profile

FATA is strategically located on the Pakistan‐Afghanistan border, between the se�led areas of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa. FATA, both historically and tradi�onally, has had a unique administra�ve and poli�cal status 

since Bri�sh control over the area in 1894. In 1893, a demarca�on line was drawn between Pakistan and 

Afghanistan known as the Durand Line, marking the boundary of Bri�sh control and ar�ficially dividing the 

lands held by the local tribes between the two domains. Bri�sh colonizers controlled the agencies through 

an effec�ve combina�on of Poli�cal Agents and Tribal Elders while allowing people to prac�ce their 

tradi�ons with internal independence. The administra�ve head of each tribal agency is a Poli�cal Agent who 

wields extensive administra�ve as well as judicial powers. Each agency, depending on its size, has about two 

to three assistant poli�cal agents, about three to four Tehsildars, four to nine Naib Tehsildars and requisite 

suppor�ng staff. Pakistan inherited this system and it con�nues with a few minor changes even today. 

FATA is characterized by a very strong tribal structure, and a very diverse, ethnic cultural heritage. There are 

26 main tribes with approximately 32 sub tribes in FATA. The popula�on of FATA is es�mated to be 4.45 

million with an average growth rate of 3.76 percent and an average household size of 12.2 since 1998. 
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The Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) is the chief execu�ve for FATA, serving as agent of the President 

of Pakistan. There are three administra�ve set‐ups overlooking FATA, namely, the Ministry of States and 

Fron�er Regions (SAFRON), the FATA Secretariat, and FATA Development Authority (FDA) which supports 

and runs FATA under the direc�on of the Governor KPK. FATA is governed through the Fron�er Crimes 

Regula�on Act (FCR) of 1901, which was amended in 2011.

Third Quarter 2014: An Overview

In the past three months, from July to September 2014, the security situa�on of FATA remained disturbed. 
During the third quarter of 2014, a total of 91 terrorism‐related incidents were recorded that caused 628 
deaths and another 94 fatal injuries. The most vola�le agency was North Waziristan Agency, followed by 
Khyber and Bajaur agencies. Orakzai, Mohmand, Kurram and South Waziristan agencies too observed 
shocks of terrorism but with lower intensity. 



In Bajaur Agency, between July and September of the current year, 10 incidents of terrorisms including 
bomb blasts occurred, targe�ng either prominent tribal elders or those raising an�‐Taliban agenda in the 
agency; a�acks on security forces pickets vic�mized twenty four people in the agency. More o�en, the area 
adjacent to Pak‐Afghan border remained the target region of terrorists.

Six incidents of terrorisms were recorded in Mohmand Agency over the course of three months. The major 
course of terrorism remained the bomb blasts, targe�ng the convoy of security forces; few civilians too 
succumbed to their injuries a�er being hit by IED. These incidents of terrorism in the agency, although low, 
speak volumes about the presence of militants in the area. 

However, militancy prevailed in Khyber Agency during the third quarter of 2014. The agency was recorded as 
the second‐most disturbed agency, where 32 incidents of terrorism devoured eighty two lives and le� 
wounded more than twenty people. The trend of militancy in this quarter remained target killing followed 
by kidnappings. Yet the most fatal accidents reported were caused in military opera�ons. Several militants 
were killed in aerial strikes and in other encounters with the security forces.

Orakzai Agency, earlier in the deep clutches of militancy, has emerged as much calmer than ever in the 
previous more than four quarters. There are certain unconfirmed reports that few areas in the agency s�ll 
host militants one way or the other. These reports are underreported during the prevailing circumstances 
involving military opera�ng in the adjacent tribal areas; on the one side, opera�ons are underway in the 
bordering Tirah Valley in Khyber Agency, and on the other side, in North Waziristan Agency, militants are 
under the a�acks of Pakistani military armors.

Kurram Agency also remained less perturbed militancy‐wise in the outgoing quarter. Nevertheless, less 
terrorism‐related incidents and low casual�es in the agency do not mean that militants have no presence 
there. 

North Waziristan Agency remained the most disturbed agency during the third quarter of year 2014. Among 
all the seven agencies, NWA met the highest degree of losses, both in terms of human losses and material 
losses during the last three months.

Since the launch of the military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb this June, the agency has been experiencing several 
mul�ple-ranged military strikes. The military's ground and aerial offensives against the militants have, 
according to reports, weakened considerably the TTP's strong points. 

The security situa�on in South Waziristan Agency has improved from the past few quarters. A general 
percep�on in the area exists that Taliban are in tacit peace agreement with the security forces in the agency; 
no such suppor�ng documents made to the limelight so far. In the third quarter of 2014, South Waziristan 
Agency recorded a total of four terrorism-related incidents that killed five and injured seven people. The 
agency gain importance due to the adjacent North Waziristan Agency where military opera�on is launched. 
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Agencies' Security Overview 
Third Quarter 2014

Bajaur Agency

Bajaur Agency is the smallest tribal agency, situated on the extreme north of FATA. Bajaur has been reported 
as the most vulnerable region for cross-border a�acks from Afghanistan. It has 52 km of border with 
Afghanistan's troubled province of Kunar which is known for extensive militants ac�vi�es in Afghanistan. 
According to analysts, the roots of militancy in Bajaur could be traced back to the ac�vi�es of Sufi 
Muhammad¹, a former member of Jamaat‐e‐Islami (JI) and a veteran of the Afghan jihad (Rahmanullah, 
April 2010), which later on reemerged with a much stronger force in the shape of an�‐government militancy. 
In 2007, when the military government launched an opera�on against militants ensconced in Lal Masjid in 
Islamabad, people like Faqir Muhammad² in Bajaur exploited sen�ments of innocent tribesmen for militant 
ends. Presently, different groups of militants exist in the region, including the Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), the Dr. Ismail Group, and the Maulana Abdullah Group. The government responded to militancy 
threat in Bajaur Agency by forming lashkars³ along with conduc�ng military opera�ons against the militants 
in the agency. Besides the on‐ground counter-militancy a�acks by Pakistani security forces, three drone 
a�acks have reportedly struck in Bajaur since 2001, killing one militant commander and 18 other militants. A 
military cantonment is in the comple�on phase of its construc�on, depic�ng military presence in the area. 

Security Situa�on in Bajaur Agency

The demon of terrorism that used to raise its head in Bajaur Agency in intervals has o�en le� the locals 
marooned in area. This trend of militancy, causing insecurity and uncertainty, dragged during the past three 
months from July to September too, as bomb blasts and a�acks on security check posts along Pakistan-
Afghanistan border con�nued to be reported.
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1. Sufi Muhammad Head of Tehrik‐i‐Nifaz‐i‐Shariat‐i‐Muhammadi (TNSM) in Swat Valley which has been no�ced in Bajaur Agency 
and in Mohmand Agency.
2. Faqir Muhammad has recently arrested by the Afghan Government in Afghanistan.
3. Civil mili�a comprising of the local civilian supported, in majority cases, by the government of Pakistan

Security Situation in Bajaur Agency

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants

Cross Border Attacks

Terrorist Attacks 3 4 2

Bomb Blasts 5 8 6

Kidnappings 1 2

Drone Attacks

Target Killings 1 2

Suicide Attacks 

Clashes between Militant groups

Total 10 16 8

24



From July to September 2014, 5 incidents of bomb blasts occurred in the agency, targe�ng either prominent 
tribal elders or those raising an�‐Taliban agenda. 12 people lost their lives to these blasts. More o�en, the 
se�lements along the Pak‐Afghan border remained the most targeted regions. 

To counter the militant menace, the poli�cal and military machinery resolved to move against the militants 
with a full‐fledge military opera�on. To manage the opera�on, the officials asked the Mamond tribe to 
vacate the area in the second week of July. The target villages for the proposed opera�ons were Nakhatar, 
Ghakhai, Mula Killi, Goha� and Kitkoot, all of which lie in Mamond tehsil of the agency. Many locals of the 
area packed their belongings and fled to safer places in the agency, a�er deadlines of evacua�on were 
announced. 

The will of taking on the militants came out a consulta�on between the poli�cal governing body and security 
officials, necessitated by a terrorism‐related incident that killed three security personnel, including an 
officer, and injured two others, when militants fired rockets, allegedly from Afghanistan's Kunar province, on 
a Pakistani security forces' vehicle. 

Then, taking no�ce of the a�ack, Bajaur administra�on affirmed that militants based in Afghanistan's 
eastern Kunar province had entered the Pakistani territory and a�acked a vehicle of the security forces. The 
tribal elders and other poli�cal and social influen�al were, on the other hand, not sa�sfied with the 
administra�on's conclusions. S�ll, the government con�nued to claim having sufficient informa�on that the 
occupiers of the border villages have been backing militants across the border, resul�ng into cross‐border 
a�acks, bomb fires and other an�‐state ac�ons. 

A�er several rounds of nego�a�on between the local influen�al and administra�on, the military and 
poli�cal administra�on authori�es agreed to put off the looming military opera�on. An agreement was 
inked between the par�es in a grand Jirga, determining that the tribesmen of the Mamond tribe will form a 
'Grand Mamond Qaumi Lashkar' to prevent militants in the agency and act against them.

The mee�ng decided that the Grand Mamond Qaumi Lashkar will comprise of maximum number of people 
from 'Loey Mamond' (Large Mamond) and 'Warah Mamond' (Small Mamond) tribes. “At least two persons 
between 20 to 55 years from every family of Loey and Warrah Mamond will be recruited into Lakshar”, the 
mee�ng decided. The mee�ng also determined that this newly‐formed Peace Lashkar will establish several 
new posts at different and strategic locali�es along the Pakistan‐Afghanistan border, to prevent cross‐
border a�acks, a conten�ous ma�er between the two governments in the previous quarters of the current 
year.

Strikingly, the establishment of the peace lashkar, militants turned their guns towards the lashkar's 
volunteers, many of whom lost their lives.
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Casualty Types Bajaur Agency Third Quarter 2014 Killed Injured

Militants 

Civilians 8 4

Security Forces 4 2

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar 4 2

Total 16 8

Total Casualties 24
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As if in retalia�on to the military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azab in North Waziristan Agency, members of the banned 
Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan have carried out several an�‐state ac�vi�es in Bajaur Agency since the opera�on's 
launch in NWA. The TTP killed several people and carried out a number of bomb blasts in the past three 
months. The official spokesman of TTP, Shahid Ullah Shahid, called FATA Research Center several �mes to 
assume responsibility for the a�acks, saying, for instance, that “our fighters carried out the a�ack in 
retalia�on for the military ac�vity in North Waziristan”. At other �mes, he said, “We will con�nue targe�ng 
the military, government installa�ons and the volunteers of peace lashkar in the agency in the days to 
come”. 

The TTP also bombed girls' schools in the agency. Local poli�cal administra�on put that Bajaur Agency 
remained the most‐affected agency in terms of damages incurred by the militants upon educa�onal 
ins�tu�ons: 111 schools have been blown up and at least 70,000 students in different areas of the agency 
have been snatched away their right of educa�on. In the outgoing quarter too, a renovated girls school was 
again bombed by the miscreants by the TTP. 

Although the local administra�on and security forces are leaving no stone unturned in containing terrorism 
in the agency, elimina�ng the threat remains a hard job. The difficult terrain of the area and instability across 
the border con�nues to complicate the situa�on. The area's poli�cal administra�on strongly presumes that 
the porous border of the agency, with Afghanistan makes the task of countering the militants more 
challenging.



14

SECURITY REPORT 

Mohmand Agency

Mohmand Agency (MA) shares its border with Bajaur Agency in north, Khyber Agency in its south, Malakand 
and Charsadda districts in the east and Peshawar district in the southeast. According to 1998 census, the 
popula�on of the agency was 334,453 with a popula�on density of 171 persons per square kilometer. 
Ghalanai is the agency headquarters. Mohmand Agency is compara�vely more integrated into the main 
land of Pakistan though it, like rest of the FATA, has been ignored by the government. This ignoring may be 
the sole reason of why some people rallied to Sufi Mohammad's movement. Indigenous Taliban emerged as 
a major social force in the agency in 2006, when armed militants began patrolling the area and ordering 
residents to follow strict social codes. The nature of militancy is clearly an�‐government in Mohmand where 
the an�‐government sen�ments increased soon a�er 2007 Lal Masjid (Red Mosque) opera�on by the 
security forces of Pakistan (Raza Khan, April 2010). Besides local militant ac�vi�es, non‐local and foreigner 
militant groups also affected peace in the region. To counter this variety of militancy, Pakistani security 
forces had operated at various levels including involving the local people in shape of forming civil mili�a 
against militants. Moreover military opera�ons of 2011 and 2012 have cleared most areas of Mohmand 
Agency from the miscreants that was helpful significantly in bringing back the normal life to the na�ves of 
the area. 

Security Situa�on in Mohmand Agency

Mohmand Agency has been running through a calmer point ever since the military offensive (Brekhna 2008‐
2011) was concluded in the agency. Though the agency has been facing the a�ershocks of militancy in the 
shape of sporadic militant a�acks over the security and government func�onaries, overall, peace prevails 
across the agency.

Over the past three months, six incidents of terrorisms were recorded in the agency. The major course of 

terrorism remained the bomb blasts targe�ng the convoy of security forces; few civilians also succumbed to 

injuries a�er being hit by IEDs on their routes. The incidents of terrorism are low; yet they speak volumes 

about the presence of militants in the area. 

Security Situation in Mohmand Agency

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks 

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants 

Cross Border Attacks 

Terrorist Attacks 1 2

Bomb Blasts 5 1 8

Kidnappings 

Drone Attacks 
Target Killings 
Suicide Attacks  
Clashes between Militant groups 
Total 

6 1 10

11
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The villages situated close to Pak‐Afghan border have felt the presence of insurgents, who carried out 

terrorism acts like IED a�acks. The security forces sta�oned in the area are conscious of the strategic 

importance of these regions and their vulnerability to militant a�acks through the porous border with 

Afghanistan.

Commandant Mohmand Rifles, Colonel Umer Haider Bukhari, conveyed a grand Jirga in the outgoing 

quarter, to strengthen the areas' security, especially in the border villages. The Jirga, a�ended by a large 

number of tribal elders, peace lashkars' volunteers, and poli�cal administrators, besides the member of 

na�onal assembly from the agency, resolved that the tribal people are duty‐bound to cooperate with the 

security forces to take part in the reconstruc�on and development of the area, and to prevent an�‐state 

elements in the area. 

Corps Commander Peshawar, Lt. General Khalid Rabbanni, also visited the area, applauding the sacrifices of 
security forces and locals. He admi�ed that elimina�ng militants form the agency was not possible without 
the help and coopera�on of the locals, urging them to keep working for the prosperity of the agency. At the 
occasion, he also inaugurated solar water supply scheme in Pandyali tehsil, completed with the monetary 
assistance from the government of United Arab Emirates. This supply scheme is one of the nine solar water 
supply schemes, which out of ten, have been completed in the agency so far. 

Even though the agency has been wiped out of militants considerably, their complete elimina�on s�ll poses 
a challenge to the government. The TTP's nominated chief for Mohmand Agency Omer Khalid Khurrassani, 
according to reports, has been sacked by the central chief of TTP, Mullah Fazalullah, because of the former's 
disobedient and disloyal a�tude towards the la�er. Meanwhile, Omar Khurassani has joined the newly‐
emerged militant group Jamaat ul Ihrar, whose nominated deputy is former spokesman of TTP Ehsan Ullah 
Ehsan. 

The agency hosts one of the most precious stones and good quality marble in the tribal belt. The need of the 
hour is to explore such resources that will contribute to the development of the agency. At the same �me, 
the agency has been faced with acute problems of clean drinking water schemes. All such developmental 
schemes could be accomplished once normalcy returns to the agency. For normalcy, keeping a vigilant eye 
over the ac�vi�es of militants is important. 

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 Mohmand Agency  Killed Injured

Militants  

Civilians 6

Security Forces 1 3

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar 1

Total 1 10

Total Casualties  11
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Khyber Agency

Khyber Agency is geographically a very important tribal belt: the famed Khyber Pass that serves as a corridor 
connec�ng Afghanistan to the Indian subcon�nent is situated to the agency's west. It borders Afghanistan to 
the west, Orakzai Agency to the south, Kurram Agency to south west and Peshawar to the east. The total 
popula�on of 546,730 is divided, administra�vely, into three units — Bara, Jamrud and Landi Kotal. Its 
popula�on is also divided into four main tribes, Afridis being the largest one. The other three tribes are 
Shinwari, Mulla Gori and Shilmani. The agency has mul�faceted militancy in the shape of sectarian violence 
by Sunni groups aiming to establish a Taliban‐style government and of drug mafias adding fuel to the 
conflict. The current militancy is the offspring of the sectarian differences between Mu�i Munir Shakir, 
founder of Lashkar‐e‐Islam (LI) and Pir Saif‐ur‐Rehman⁵. Lashkar‐e‐Islam is currently headed by Mangal 
Bagh. TTP, which too has reasonable bases in Khyber Agency, is presently in a 'war �me alliance' with Mangal 
Bagh in his fight with Ansar‐ul‐Islam in Tirah valley. The nature of countering militancy involved relying on 
locals, a tac�c which ironically accelerated militancy in the agency. The recent clash between the militants 
and an�‐militants groups displaced many families in Tirah Valley.

Security Situa�on in Khyber Agency

The wave of militancy con�nued to prevail in Khyber Agency during the past three months, from July to 
September 2014. The agency was founded the second‐most disturbed agency wherein 32 incidents of 
terrorism devoured eighty‐two lives and le� another more than twenty wounded. The trend of militancy 
this quarter remained target killing followed by kidnappings. Yet the most fatal accidents reported were 
caused in military opera�ons. Many militants were killed in aerial strikes and ground offenses by the security 
forces. 

Militants in most of the cases have resorted to kidnapping people from different areas of Landi Kotal and 
Jamrud during the outgoing quarter. In response to the high degree of uncertainty and ascendant crime 

⁵. Mu�i Shakir was follower of Deobandi school of thought while Pir Saif‐ur‐Rehman was a Barelvi muslim

Security Situation in Khyber Agency

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks
 

Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks 3 41

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants 2 16

Cross Border Attacks 

Terrorist Attacks 5 2 20

Bomb Blasts 4 1 7

Kidnappings 7 3

Drone Attacks 
Target Killings 8 8 1

Suicide Attacks      
Clashes between Militant groups 3 11 8

Total 32 82 36

118
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rates like target killings, the agency's local poli�cal administra�on in collabora�on with the security forces 
clamped curfews for short spans and banned pillion riding in the agency. Many target killing incidents 
involved militants riding the bikes. 

To counter militant threat, the administra�on took few steps such as restric�ng the vehicle movement in the 
agency a�er 10 p.m. �ll morning in Kotal tehsil. Moreover, a number of new security pickets were developed 
at strategic spots along the route going to the army camp and the Landi Kotal bazaar.

The security forces have sporadically used aerial combat aircra� for targe�ng the remote fields of a Tirah 
valley in the agency. According to military official sources, a number of militants' hideouts were targeted in 
the remote Tirah valley, inflic�ng high casual�es on the militants. According to ISPR, the strong posi�ons of 
militants in Dwa Toi, Surkas, and Gharbay Canada, Tor Darra and Wacha Wano areas in Tirah Valley were the 
chief targets of these opera�ons. It has been viewed that militants have come here by fleeing the military 
opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azab in the troubled part of North Waziristan Agency.

Jirga has remained one of the effec�ve tools of conflict se�lement in the tribal belt of Pakistan since long, 
and this has been shown in the present era also for solving differences and inter‐tribal clashes. The law and 
order situa�on in Jamrud sub division of Khyber Agency was ge�ng worse with every passing day in the 
early days of the quarter. The administra�on was taking measures to keep the situa�on under control, but 
the incidents of target killings, dumping of bodies, kidnappings and a�acks over Afghanistan‐bound transit 
vehicles remained rampant in the tehsil. 

The poli�cal administra�on also pasted in Jamrud tehsil a no�fica�on containing a list detailing militants 
required by the area's poli�cal administra�on and security forces. 

Notwithstanding all these efforts in the third quarter of the year 2014, the poli�cal administra�on, owing to 
increasing uncertainty in Jamrud tehsil of the agency and to counter effec�vely the impending hazard of 
terrorisms, conveyed a grand Jirga. The Jirga was a�ended by tribal elders belonging to Koki‐Khel tribe, 
government officials, poli�cal administra�on officials, member of na�onal assembly form Khyber Agency 
and the security forces sta�oned in Khyber Agency. The par�cipants of the Jirga discussed the security 
situa�on of Jamrud tehsil and put their heads together to sort out a strategy for durable solu�on to 
insurgency in the area. The Commandant, Colonel Asim Rauf, urged the Koki Khel tribesmen to wipe out all 
an�‐state elements from the area and to help the government establish long las�ng peace in the region. 

The administra�on official warned the elders of Koki khel tribe to extend all type of coopera�on to the 
security forces otherwise the administra�on might call the security apparatus for taking necessary military 
ac�on. 

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 Khyber Agency Killed Injured

Militants 54 14

Civilians 16 7

Security Forces 10 5

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar 2 10

Total 82 36

Total Casualties 118
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However, no significant result or an agreement was inked among the a�endees at the end of the Jirga, but 
the call for military ac�on was rebu�ed in consequence. The tribal elders gave their assent of backing the 
security forces in maintaining law and order in the area and preven�ng bloodshed anymore.

Some other hot topic this quarter remained the repatria�on of internally‐displaced people to Tirah valley. 
Governor KP took keen interest in the repatria�on of 6000 internally‐displaced families of Bar Qambar‐Khel 
tribe that gave way to repatria�on in the first two stages of the process; the first of these happened in 
November 2013 while the second happened in May this year. Working upon the direc�ves of the Governor, 
the FATA Secretariat was planning to take up the repatria�on in the third week of September. 

The security situa�on in Khyber Agency is a tough job for the government as this agency has remained a hot 
bed for militants since long; nevertheless, military opera�ons also underwent in the area from �me to �me. 
The agency being the gateway to landlocked Afghanistan has always faced troubles in stopping the 
infiltra�on of militants from across the border. Countering the militancy in the area has been found a 
challengeable job for the security apparatus in the region. 
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Orakzai Agency

Orakzai Agency is administra�vely divided into two sub‐divisions, Upper and Lower Orakzai, with total 
popula�on of 450, 000, having popula�on density of 250 square km (650/sq. mi). The agency with total area 
of 1,538 square kilometers is bounded in the north by Khyber Agency, in the east by FR Kohat, in the south by 
Kohat and Hangu districts and in the west by Kurram Agency. It is the only tribal agency that has no direct 
border with Afghanistan. A variety of militancy exists in the agency. In addi�on to the local sectarian groups, 
TTP and TNSM too have their bases in the agency. The Students' Movement (Tehrik‐i‐Tulaba Movement 
(TTM)⁶ led by Maulvi Muhammad Rehman, a local cleric, has also contributed in militarizing the religious 
society of the agency. According to reports and analysis, sectarian conflict between Shia and Sunni Muslims 
exists in Orakzai agency but its intensity is compara�vely lower than Kurram agency. The agency was once a 
safe haven for the TTP ex‐chief, Hakimullah Mehsud, who launched hundreds of a�acks on NATO supply 
vehicles from the agency. The Agency is inhabited by few major tribes including Ismail‐Zai, Daulat‐Zai, Ali‐
Zai, Muhammad Khel, Sultan‐Zai, Ali‐Khel, Malla‐Khel, Mish� and Sheikhan. 

Security Situa�on in Orakzai Agency

⁶. TTM executed those guilty in crimes in a large public gathering

Security Situation in Orakzai Agency

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants

Cross Border Attacks

Terrorist Attacks 1 8 2

Bomb Blasts 1 5

Kidnappings 1

Drone Attacks

Target Killings

Suicide Attacks 

Clashes between Militant groups

Total 3 13 2

15

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 Orakzai Agency Killed Injured

Militants 13 2

Civilians

Security Forces

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar

Total 13 2

Total Casualties 15
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Orakzai Agency that was formerly set up in deep clutches of militancy is seen to be calmer than ever in the 
past more than four quarters. There are s�ll unconfirmed reports about militants being hosted in few areas 
of the agency. Such reports have been under‐reported due to prevailing circumstances comprising largely of 
military opera�ons around this agency. On one side, military opera�ons have been undertaken in the 
Khyber Agency's Tirah Valley; on the other side, in North Waziristan, the militants are under a�acks by 
Pakistani military armors.

It is quite possible that militants, in order to escape the military shells, might have tried to enter Orakzai 
Agency from either of the two men�oned agencies. Such movements however need to be confirmed from 
independent sources. 

This quarter, movement of a similar sort happened in in lower Orakzai Agency. According to FRC reports, 
militants supposedly affiliated with the TTP, were trying to get into the Orakzai Agency from the side of 
Khyber Agency. Militants tried to enter through the Dana Khola village, which was used for similar purposes 
in the past. 
 
To stop militant infiltra�on, the tribesmen of the agency decided to guard this point and deployed a number 
of peace volunteers. The manned checkpoints effec�vely restricted the movement of insurgents into the 
agency �ll so far. However in this quarter, the militants stormed the check point during the wee hours but 
were given a s�ff resistance by the volunteers which were backed by the �mely reinforcement from security 
forces. The ba�le ensued con�nued for a couple of hours and resultantly, all the a�ackers were killed in the 
encounter.
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Kurram Agency

Kurram Agency is bordered by Afghanistan in the north and west (by the provinces of Ningarhar and Puk�a 
respec�vely), in the east by Orakzai Agency and Khyber Agency, in the southeast by Hangu and on the south 
by North Waziristan Agency. The agency is 115 kilometers long with a total area of 3,380 square kilometers. 
The popula�on, according to the 1998 census, was 448,310. It is suffering from the sectarian violence which 
has been reported since the Islamiza�on of Pakistan by General Zia. This violence has been fueled since 
1980s and amplified by advanced weapons that passed through the agency during the Afghan Jihad. 
Strategically the agency is very important. Taliban from Mehsud and Wazir tribes of North and South 
Waziristan began their ac�vi�es in the agency in 2006; since 2007, they have been involved in an�‐Shia 
figh�ng. In response, many local and non‐local Shia militant organiza�ons clashed with Taliban groups.

Security Situa�on in Kurram Agency

This agency also remained less disturbed by militants in the outgoing third quarter of 2014; the low spate of 
terrorism‐related incidents and less casual�es do not indicate that militants have zero presence in the 
agency. 

In the final days of the third quarter, the agency's security forces came across a huge plot of terrorism in the 
agency, as militants le� a 30 kg bomb in Parrachinnar‐Peshawar bus stand. The people present at the bus 
stand got suspicious about the presence of explosives in the bag and informed the responsible authori�es. 
Their �mely ac�on prevented a huge bid of terrorism successfully.

In Kurram's headquarter Parrachinar, a member of parliament from Kurram Agency Sajjid Hussian Toori 
distributed 4.1 million rupees among the heirs of vic�ms of different bomb blasts. 

Like rest of tribal agencies, Kurram Agency too shares its border with the neighboring Afghanistan. 
Insurgents o�en carry out their nefarious designs in the agency. In one case, unknown militants planted 
explosive materials in the border village in Kurram agency; the explosives went off with a big bang, hi�ng 
the passerby.

Security Situation in Kurram Agency

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants

Cross Border Attacks

Terrorist Attacks

Bomb Blasts 1 1 2

Kidnappings

Drone Attacks

Target Killings

Suicide Attacks 

Clashes between Militant groups

Total 1 1 2

3
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Many internally‐displaced persons have fled North Waziristan Agency due to military opera�on in the 
agency, entering Kurram Agency through Afghanistan. The Poli�cal Agent of Kurram Agency, Riaz Mehsud, 
while briefing the media, said that the displaced people from North Waziristan Agency have been received 
in the Agency and that all appropriate steps are being taken for their security and safe stay in the Agency. The 
administra�on provided the displaced people free transporta�on, free ra�on for their daily usage, free 
medical care and undertook special security measures for them. According to FATA Disaster Management 
Authority's (FDMA) Kurram Agency Coordinator, Mojahhid Ali, arrangements for these IDPs' were made in 
government schools and temporary registra�on centers were also opened at different places for the people.

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 Kurram Agency Killed Injured

Militants 

Civilians 1 2

Security Forces 

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar

Total 1 2

Total Casualties 3
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North Waziristan Agency

North Waziristan Agency (NWA) is bordered with Kurram Agency and Hangu district on the north, with tribal 
areas adjoining Bannu district and tribal areas adjoining Karak and Bannu districts on the east, with South 
Waziristan Agency on the south, and with Afghanistan on the west. It has a popula�on of about 0.6 million. 
NWA is known for the Haqqani Network⁷, an Afghan Taliban organiza�on based in NWA. There are three 
kinds of militant groups in the agency: local militant groups, the foreign militant organiza�ons like Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan, and the non‐local militants such as Punjabi Taliban, the TTP and other groups. 

Security Situa�on in North Waziristan Agency

North Waziristan Agency remained the most disturbed agency during the third quarter of year 2014. The 
agency has recorded the highest losses both in terms of human and material during the last three months. 

Since the agency is undergoing a military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azab against militants, it has been witnessing 
mul�ple‐ranged military strikes. The military has been using both ground and aerial offensives against the 
militants, which, according to reports, have weakened the strength of TTP to a great level. 

The aerial strikes conducted by Pakistan Air Force remained more effec�ve, as per reports of ISPR, where it 
had struck the hideouts of foreign militants that were taking refuge in difficult mountainous terrains. The 
combat aircra�s have mostly targeted the militants' strong hideouts in the mountainous areas like Shawal. 

According to ISPR during the ongoing military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb, the forces have killed 910 terrorists, 
destroyed as many as 27 IED making factories, 1 Rocket and 1 Ammuni�on factories �ll September 3, 2014. 
The Khajuri‐Mirali‐Miranshah‐Da�akhel (88km long) and Gharyum‐Jhallar roads have been cleared⁸. The 
security forces have lost 42 soldiers in the opera�on in NWA. To counter the backlash of the opera�on the 
military have conducted intelligence led coordinated counter terrorism opera�ons across the country⁹.

⁷. Sirajud‐din Haqqani is the current head of the Haqqani Network before it was headed by his 
father Jalaluddin Haqqani, the aging former an�‐Soviet insurgent leader.
⁸. h�ps://www.ispr.gov.pk/front/main.asp?o=t‐press_release&id=2638 
⁹. h�ps://www.ispr.gov.pk/front/main.asp?o=t‐press_release&id=2638

Security Situation in NWA

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks 17 389

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants 5 31 13

Cross Border Attacks

Terrorist Attacks 5 32 5

Bomb Blasts 2 3

Kidnappings

Drone Attacks 5 54 8

Target Killings

Suicide Attacks 

Clashes between Militant groups

Total 34 509 26

535
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Though the area has been under the strong control of military where all the in and out routes have been 
blocked for people, it is hard to ascertain the sta�s�cs from independent sources. 

Although the insurgents have become weak as a result of opera�on, the militants have in turned targeted 
the military points. Miscreants, for instance, a�acked a security check post in Spin‐Warm tehsil of North 
Waziristan Agency where exchange of fire was reported to have occurred, and, according to reports, both 
the par�es have been inflicted with heavy losses in the encounter.

The responsibility of the a�ack over check post was taken by a militant group “Lashkar‐e‐Jarrar”. The official 
spokesman for Lashkar‐e‐Jarrar, Commander Maqbool, telephoned FRC from an unknown loca�on and said 
that they have a�acked at least four check posts of military in Dhanda‐Katch area of Spin‐warm tehsil of the 
agency and have killed as many as forty military personnel.

The commander also revealed that in the a�ack, they collected a large booty from the check posts, including 
huge amount of ammuni�on. ISPR, when contacted in this respect it confirm the incident, admi�ed that 
three military personnel have embraced martyrdom in the a�ack. The ISPR also claimed to have killed 11 
militants in the a�ack and captured one alive who was then shi�ed to an undisclosed loca�on for 
interroga�on. The area has been blocked for journalists and reporters, making it difficult to ascertain the 
casual�es. 

The most visible challenge to the federal government in general and to the KPK government in par�cular has 
been the huge influx of displaced persons from North Waziristan Agency. As a direct consequence of 
opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb, around one million people were forced to flee North Waziristan in search of safe 
places. The fleeing people mostly approached the nearby se�led districts of KPK including Bannu, Lakki 
Marwat, Karak, Tank, Dera Ismail Khan, Peshawar and other parts of the country. Official es�mates put the 
figure of IDPs' at 10, 16,611 individuals (96699 families). The following table shows its details;

(The table has been borrowed from “A Report on the Latest Situa�on of DPs' from North Waziristan Agency”, 
Published September 2014, By Zalan Communica�on) 

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 NWA Killed Injured

Militants 484 9

Civilians

Security Forces 25 17

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar

Total 509 26

Total Casualties 535

DPs' of North Waziristan Regsitered with FDMA

District Registered Families District Registered Families

Bannu 827381 Swat 818

D.I.Khan 71650 Tank 809

Peshawar 52555 Mansehra 583

Lakki Marwat 22544 Charsadda 523

Hangu 19293 Nowshera 241

Karak 10210 Swabi 111

Abbottabad 2804 Mardan 96

Kohat 1401 Haripur 92

Karachi 5500
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According to analysts, the repatria�on of the displaced people of NWA seems difficult to get started this 
year. 

In late August, the cap�ve vice chancellor of Islamia College Peshawar, Professor Ajmal Khan, was set free by 
the Taliban from North Waziristan Agency. The cap�ve vice chancellor was released a�er staying in Taliban 
cap�vity for four years. 

Spokesman of the banned Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Shahid Ullah Shahid, claimed that three Taliban 
prisoners were released in exchange of Ajmal Khan. He was kidnapped by Taliban on 7 September 2010, 
along with his driver Mohibullah from Professors Colony adjacent to the University of Peshawar Campus. 
The responsibility of his kidnapping was then claimed by Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan's Nowshera, Swabi and 
Charsadda chapters. The driver of Ajmal Khan, Mohib Ullah, was released by Taliban in 2012.

In addi�on to the ongoing military opera�on in NWA, the U.S. pilotless aerial vehicles hit their targets in the 
agency. In the current year 2014, seven drone strikes have been conducted in Pakistan's tribal areas so far. 
Out of the total seven drone a�acks, one has been conducted in Miranshah tehsil while the remaining six 
have been conducted in tehsil Da�a‐Khel. 

According to sources in poli�cal administra�on, since the onset of Opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azab in mid‐June this 
year, militants have shi�ed their hideouts to areas on the Pak‐Afghan border in tehsil Da�a‐Khel. 

Many quarters in Pakistan argue that because of the launch of decisive military opera�on against militants in 
North Waziristan Agency, Americans conduc�ng drone strikes is beyond comprehension. 

The military has now asked the people of tehsil Razmak, Edak, Spin‐Warm, and parts of Da�a‐Khel to 
evacuate their areas where military opera�on might be extended. Such extension will not only lay more 
hurdles for the locals but also put extra burden on the KP government on managing the displaced persons. 

Meanwhile, Fazlullah, the supreme commander of TTP, is also reported to be residing in the Shawal area of 
North Waziristan Agency. So far, he has successfully escaped military a�acks, even though the opera�on has 
weakened the structure of TTP. A segment of Taliban going by the name of Punjabi Taliban surrendered to 
the government, whereas few other Taliban commanders merged into a new group Jamat‐ul‐Ihrar. This 
–emergent group not only speaks against the TTP and it leadership but also throws against their ideology. 
The pro‐government Taliban group 'The Haqqani Network' s�ll backs the government stance in the area.

Another prominent commander and important former figure of TTP Khan Syed alias Sajjna has been 
reportedly hiding in the mountainous areas of Shawal. He is said to be even in tacit understanding with the 
government. Neither is he crea�ng any problem for the government func�onaries in the agency in the 
current military opera�on nor is disturbed by the government.

When it comes to military's claim about clearing areas off Taliban, Taliban comes with strong denials. They 
state to have presence in all the major ci�es of the agency and to have capacity enough to challenge the 
opponent strengths.

A new Taliban group Jamat‐ul‐Ihrar emerged in the agency during the third quarter of year 2014. This 
organiza�on, according to TTP's ex‐spokesman Ihsan Ullah Ihsan, would be headed by Omer Khalid 
Khurassani, TTP head commander of Mohmand Chapter. Ihsan Ullah Ihsan himself would be Ihrar's deputy 
and official spokesman. Former spokesman of TTP, Ihsanullah Ishan was sacked by Fazal Ullah on 25 June 
2013 due to personal clashes. 
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Meanwhile, the TTP's current spokesman, Shahid Ullah Shahid, have downplayed the new en�ty, saying 
that it is mean to mislead the people of the tribal area. Shedding aside any rumors of internal ri� within the 
TTP, he affirmed that the TTP remains unite under the leadership of Mullah Fazal Ullah. 

In response, the spokesman of Ahrar‐Ul‐Ahrar called a press conference to tell everyone that TTP's days are 
numbered. The TTP's current leadership, charged the spokesman, resorts to favori�sm and nepo�sm. 
Interes�ngly, the spokesman himself along with this new leader Omar Omer Khalid Khurrassi were expelled 
by Fazlullah ci�ng the duo's corrupt prac�ces like going for killing for ransom. 

In a nutshell, the situa�on in the res�ve North Waziristan Agency has been the most disturbing of all the 
agencies in the outgoing quarter. The recently‐launched military opera�on puts the security apparatus on a 
high alert across the country, as Taliban vow to a�ack different sites in revenge. The military sources, �ll the 
last reports, claims to have cleared many por�ons of the agency including its main ci�es. The most sensi�ve 
and important task will be the consolida�on of the acquired area and to allow the people to repatriate to 
their home towns at the earliest. 
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¹⁰. FazalUllah is the present head of TTP
¹¹. Wazir and Mehsud are the two major tribes in South Waziristan along with other small tribes such as Burki, 
SulemanKhel etc.
¹². Ayubi is the current head of Nazir's group in Wana

South Waziristan Agency

South Waziristan Agency (SWA) is the largest of all the other agencies in FATA. It is bordered, on the north, 
with North Waziristan Agency; on the north‐east with Bannu and Lakki Marwat districts; on the east, with 
tribal areas adjoining Tank, Tank district and Dera Ismail Khan districts; on the south, with Zhob District of 
Balochistan Province and the tribal areas adjoining Dera Ismail Khan district; and on the west, with 
Afghanistan. South Waziristan has a popula�on of around 0.8 million. SWA has been home to three kinds of 
militants: foreign, na�onal, and local. When Afghan Taliban were ousted from Afghanistan by the U.S., many 
of these militants crossed into SWA for safe havens. Later, the local Taliban started organizing themselves 
into organiza�ons which later in December 2007 appeared in the shape of Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
ini�ally headed by Baitullah Mehsud¹⁰. TTP with the passage of �me confined itself to Mehsud tribes' while 
militants belonging to Wazir¹¹ tribes organized under the leadership of Mullah Nazir¹². Mullah Nazir received 
the support of locals, especially from the religious community, when he compelled the Uzbeks from Wana, 
agency headquarters. Now there is no presence of Uzbeks in Wana, there are other foreign and non‐local 
militants like Al‐Qaeda and Punjabi Taliban in the area.

Security Situa�on in South Waziristan Agency

Security situa�on in South Waziristan has improved in the past few quarters. Reasons behind the peace are 
open to interpreta�on. Many in the area whisper that Taliban are in tacit peace agreement with the security 
forces. To date, however, nothing concrete has come out to back the claim. 

In the third quarter of the current year, four‐terrorism related incidents in which seven people were injured 
and five were killed, occurred in SWA. The agency' reason to importance is owed to its long border with the 
adjacent North Waziristan agency where the military has launched a military opera�on in mid‐June 2014. 
Some government circles say that the militants back have broken away in NWA and in their escape from 
NWA, many have turned to SWA. 

Security Situation in SWA

Third Quarter 2014

Nature of Attacks Incidents Killings Injuries

Operational Attacks

Clashes b/w Security Forces and Militants 2 3 4

Cross Border Attacks

Terrorist Attacks

Bomb Blasts 1 2

Kidnappings

Drone Attacks 1 2 4

Target Killings

Suicide Attacks 

Clashes between Militant groups

Total 4 5 10

15
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A�er all, it was the Shakai tehsil of South Waziristan that Adnan Rasheed, an important commander of TTP 
who also headed of Ansaar‐Ul‐Aseer and masterminded D.I. Khan jailbreak, was arrested in injured 
condi�on a�er a lapse of one month since the launch of decisive military opera�on against militants in North 
Waziristan Agency, 

According to FRC reports, the militant commander was apprehended by security forces from Narray Obba 
area of Shakai tehsil that is located around 40 kilometers in the North of tehsil Wana, the headquarters of 
South Waziristan Agency.

The arrest was made a�er a short skirmish between Adnan Rasheed's companions and the security forces. 
The wanted militant commander was on his way from Shakai tehsil to Wana Bazaar when the arrest 
happened, a�er which he was shi�ed through military helicopters to an unknown loca�on for further 
interroga�on. Shakai tehsil is under the influence of a local militant commander Tehsil Khan alias Mohsin 
Gaga. 

Adnan Rasheed was serving a jail term, death row, for being involved in an a�ack on the former military 
dictator and president of Pakistan, Gen Pervaiz Musharaf, in Rawalpindi in 2003. However, Adnan along with 
more than 400 inmates was released during an armed militant a�ack over Bannu Jail in year 2012.

Likewise, another important militant commander who had fled North Waziristan was arrested from South 
Waziristan. In late July 2014, security forces of Pakistan captured Abdur Rehman Muaviaa, another 
important commander of Tehrik‐e‐Taliban Pakistan, associated with Punjabi Taliban group, in injured 
condi�on from Durray Nashtar check post in tehsil Bermal of South Waziristan Agency.

According to sources in local Poli�cal Administra�on South Waziristan Agency, the captured militant 
commander was injured in a drone strike on 19 July 2014 in Dogha Madda area of Da�a‐Khel tehsil in North 
Waziristan Agency. The a�ack had killed as many as seven of his close companions.

The single drone strike in the past three months happened in tehsil Wana. Sources report that few 
commanders of Wana Taliban belonging to Mullah Nazir Group, who were travelling in a vehicle, were target 
of drone. 

Militants have their hideouts in areas like Sarrarogha, Dwa Toi, Madeen and Ladha, and sporadic clashes 
between the militants and the security forces con�nue. 

Casualty Types Third Quarter 2014 SWA Killed Injured

Militants 5 8

Civilians 2

Security Forces 

Peace Forces/ Aman Lashkar

Total 5 10

Total Casualties 15
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District Peshawar 

Security situa�on in Peshawar metropolis was not encouraging during the past three months, July to 
September of the current year. A total of 30 terrorism-related incidents were recorded in which 37 people 
were killed and 51 others were injured. Civilians suffered the most: twenty five people were killed and forty 
four people received splinter injuries. 

The nature of militancy that prevailed in Peshawar metropolis for the outgoing quarter was target killing, as 
nineteen such incidents were recorded in which 22 people were killed and 11 others injured. Target killing 
was recorded as endemic in Peshawar for the second and first quarters of 2014 too. 

In its latest report on violence in KPK, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police department also documented that the 
trend of militancy prevalent in KPK during the current year has been target killing. According to this report, 
30.3 percent increased has been found in the incidents of target killings, pu�ng, “129 cases of targeted 
killings were recorded during the current as compared to 99 incidents of the last year”. 

FRC also learnt that higher police authori�es transferred many personnel on the basis of their performance. 

The cap�ve vice chancellor of Islamia University of Peshawar, Professor Ajmal Khan, was swapped by Taliban 
in exchange of three important imprisoned militant commanders. Professor Ajmal was kidnapped by 

th
insurgents on 8  September 2010 when he was on his way to office. 

A�er few days of his release, Professor Ajmal resumed his office. He was given a red‐carpet welcome and 
handed over the charge by ac�ng vice chancellor Qibla Ayaz. Professor Ajmal Khan, who is a close rela�ve of 
ANP President Asfandyar Wali, vowed to work for the promo�on of educa�on across the country especially 

Security Situa�on District Peshawar

Third Quarter 2014

Incidents Killings Injuries

Bomb Blasts 4 1 10

Target Killing 19
 

22 11

Suicide Bombing 1
 

6 26

Police Encounters 6
 

8 4

A�acks on Security Forces

A�acks on Polio Teams

Kidnapping

Total 30 37 51

88

Casual�es Type

Third Quarter 2014

Killed Injured Total

Police Officials 5  4 9

Security Forces 2  2

Civilians 25 44 69

Militants 5 3 8

Total 37 51 88
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in the areas of his cap�vity. He pledged about working for the upli� of tribal children: 

“A�er spending some �me in cap�vity I started teaching tribal children a�er discussing the felt need with 
the captors and other people present there. I would set up campuses of Islamia College in tribal areas in near 
future to provide best educa�onal facili�es to the tribal people which also was the dream of the founders of 
Islamia College”.

Yet another important development in the outgoing quarter was the appearance in Peshawar of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syra (ISIS), a rapidly‐rising militant group in Iraq and Syria. ISIS's pamphlets, twelve pages 
wri�en in Pashto and Darri languages, were distributed in the western areas of Peshawar and in Afghan 
refugee's camps.

The Islamic State, as ISIS is commonly called, does not believe in the separa�on of boundaries among the 
Islamic states. The group, according to reports, has considerable ideological following in Peshawar and 
among Taliban groups in the tribal belt of Pakistan. The pamphlet has appealed for general support among 
the masses for the establishment of Islamic State. 

The group ISIS, according to reports, has considerable influence in Kunar and Nuristan provinces of 
Afghanistan. Taliban commanders like Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost and Maulvi Abdul Qahar have already 
announced their support for the ISIS in Afghanistan's eastern provinces.

Since the launch of military opera�on against militants in North Waziristan Agency, security on sensi�ve 
loca�ons across the country has been beefed up to avert any untoward situa�on. Nevertheless, the 
miscreants succeeded in their nefarious designs. In late September, Tehreek‐e‐Taliban suicide a�acked the 
convoy of a high‐ranked official of security forces near Peshawar Club. The target official, Brigadier Khalid 
Javed, Deputy Inspector General Fron�er Corps, remained unhurt in the incident, but 4 people died and 24 
others got injured. The a�ackers had tried to ram their car into the security vehicle, according to Capital City 
Police Officer Peshawar.

TTP claimed the a�ack, terming it a revenge of military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb in North Waziristan Agency.

Peshawar metropolis has o�en remained the focal point for militant ac�vi�es whenever they have been 
a�acked in the tribal belt in the past. Since the launch of military opera�on in North Waziristan Agency, it 
was feared that terrorist ac�vi�es in Peshawar city would increase; however, enhanced security measures 
have so far prevented such a move form militants. Many worry that insecurity might increase if security 
measures are relaxed in the future. 
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CONCLUSION

An event [9/11] having global impacts, brought war in Afghanistan and Pakistan subsequently. The war has 
no doubt global dimensions but during the period, more than a decade, it got domes�c dynamics. 
Interna�onally there is only one dominant narra�ve of the conflict in the North‐Western parts of Pakistan 
that is Taliban‐and‐counter‐Taliban, but looking deep inside, this narra�ve guides to different varie�es and 
nature of conflict. 

This quarter's security monitoring contributes into understanding of the nature of conflict in FATA; this 
conflict o�en changes from one tribal agency to another. 

Bajaur Agency is confronted with target killing and bomb blasts. In neighboring Mohmand Agency, 
Pakistan's security forces have been a�acking militants; the most terrifying element there is the killing of 
civilians by violent non‐state actors. When it comes to Khyber, military opera�on has started in the Aka Khel 
area on 17 October 2014 to counter target killings and kidnappings. There are also some good aspects to 
countering conflict: in Orakzai and Kurram agencies, people are now alert against sectarian elements; Shia 
and Sunni groups are regularly mee�ng in jirgas. 

Meanwhile, military opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb in North Waziristan has generated a debate among the people. 
Some opine that this would be the final show against the bad guys, while the other count this opera�on as a 
rou�ne business where the militants have dispersed and will come back a�er the opera�on. 

The mismanagement of IDPs con�nues to widen the gap between state ins�tu�ons and locals. According to 
locals, the supposedly‐shared responsibili�es between provincial and federal governments on IDPs have 
resulted into divided responsibili�es with no one looking a�er the IDPs. 

Above all, the tribesmen who are stuck in their homes during the opera�on Zarb‐e‐Azb are s�ll deprived 
from basic human needs. No one seems to be in the area to provide these people with basic needs.
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