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About FRC:  

 

FRC is a research organization based in Islamabad, is a non partisan and non-political in its core 

nature and is working in its full eagerness for highlighting the facts and problems of the conflict 

ridden area; the Federally Administrated Tribal Areas of Pakistan. The purpose of FRC is to help 

the concerned stake holders better understand this chaotic area of Pakistan with independent 

research and analysis. We discuss and disseminate ideas related to FATA and provide a forum 

for technocrats, policy makers, researchers and members of civil society within and outside of 

Pakistan to suggest solutions and develop road-maps for the development of FATA. 

 

FRC has an access to firsthand information from the field researchers. It’s the first ever think-

tank of its kind that focuses on FATA in its entirety, by employing professionals and researchers 

having the greater proximity with FATA. FRC researchers and field officers specified for each 

sister agency of FATA, closely follow and analyze events and developments taking place in and 

around FATA. 

 

FRC encourages its researchers to think, write and speak in order to encourage all segments of 

the Pakistani society including intelligentsia, academia and the government to join their strengths 

for a peaceful, tolerant, progressive and integrated FATA. 
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About FRC Publications: 

 
FRC is working on multiple projects at a time that go on around the year with the aim of 

transforming the information extracted through these projects into a proper publication. FRC 

main publications are as follows. 

 

Research Studies: Previous research studies that were undertaken by FRC were “An Overview 

of Social, Political, Cultural, and Economic Landscape of FATA”, “Post US/NATO Withdrawal 

Scenario in Afghanistan: Impacts on Peace and Development in FATA”, “Impact of Terrorism 

on Culture of FATA”, “Issues and Challenges: IDPs of FATA”, “Impacts of war on terror on 

Pashto literature and Art”, “Local Government System in FATA” and “Interpreting ‘The change’ 

perceptions verses Reality”. 

 

Guest Lecturers Report: Regular guest lectures are delivered by experts who not only share 

valuable information but enrich participants with latest updates on political, social, economic, 

cultural and other aspects of the issue in question. 

 

TIGAH Journal: This journal takes an account, broadly, of the socio-economic, educational, 

technological and cultural damages inflicted on the people of this once peaceful area and seek 

ways and means; how to settle this long standing issue to give people a chance to live with 

dignity and honor. Tigah is published by-annually with research papers on wide range of 

important topics. 

 

Seminar Report: FRC Quarterly Security Report reviews trends in conflict such as the number 

of terrorist attacks, type of attacks, tactics used for militancy and the resulting casualties. FRC 

publishes a comprehensive Quarterly Security Report four times a year. Along with the 

comprehensive quarter security report it also updates the monthly, weekly and daily security 

reports of FATA on its website. 

 

Internship Report: FRC invites young applicants, especially students and fresh graduates from 

FATA to join its summer internship program run every year in July-September 

 

FRC Website: FRC website  (www.frc.com.pk) contains a rich source of information for 

visitors. Daily and weekly security updates, articles, commentaries and all FRC publications are 

available for download. 
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Background  

 
Pakistan’s Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) present a perfect model of societies 

which, being ignored and alienated by the state, served as safe heavens for militants and other 

anti-state elements. The state alienation always leads to vacuum – both administrative and 

political – to be subsequently exploited by violent extremists; destroying the social, political and 

economic fabrics of society. The current wave of militancy and violence in FATA - whose roots 

can be traced back to decade long Afghan Jihad – has become more and more complex with the 

passage of time. The phenomenon [militancy] is no more confined to the border ‘bad’ lands but 

spread over into the nook and corner of the country causing phenomenal losses to both men and 

materials. Pakistan lost more than 50,000 precious lives including, men in uniforms. The 

material damages have gone over 100 billion US dollars.  

 

Over and above, the reputational cost coupled with a distorted image of the nation and state is 

uncountable in terms of economics. Pakistan suffered more than any other country from acts of 

terrorism because of the complex nature of the conflict, inefficient tools to countering violent 

extremism and lack of strategic vision. Formulating the country’s first internal security strategy, 

Pakistan policy makers, no doubt, recognized the non-traditional threats [terrorism, militancy and 

violent extremism] as threats to the very existence of the state. 

 

In a veiled reference to lack of coordination and joint approach, up until now, in pursuing the 

strategy of countering terrorism, the new policy document stated that handling of terrorism and 

militancy is not job of any single state institution. Rather, it should be taken on different fronts. 

Successive regimes during the past ten years tried to formulate strategies to counter the menaces 

of terrorism and extremism keeping in view the country’s foreign policy objectives of global 

peace, security, stability and development.  

 

The PPP government preferred the three-Ds approach - Development, Dialogue and Deterrence - 

to counter terrorism and militancy and bring FATA at par with rest of the country. Experts 

believe the current counter terrorism policy has almost the same features and approaches but 

contained in new phrases and speaks like educating, dismantling, containing, preventing and 

finally re-integrating using all possible means including hard and soft tools. The phenomenon of 

hydra headed global terrorism and armed conflict in Afghanistan have changed the security 

paradigms of Pakistan. [Afghanistan] after suffering a decade of bloody insurgency is now 

braving for withdrawal of international assistance forces and US armies by the end of this year. 

The post 2014 Afghanistan and region is now the focus of debate in Pakistani drawing rooms and 

policy circles. 

 

Peace and conflict resolution in FATA is broadly in notice of the people living in the area as well 

as persons in the entire country. Peace and stability is crucial for socio-economic advancement 

and for the prosperity of the people. Restoration of peace in FATA would not only surface the 

way for socio-economic development of the area but would also contribute to the opulence of the 

entire Pakistan. However, bringing peace in FATA is an exigent mission but it is not impossible. 

Institutional integration along with successful implementation of fitting counter-terrorism 

strategy by policy makers can led Pakistan to a democratized, developed and prosperous nation.   
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Introduction to the Event  
 

FATA Research Center organized a series of round table conferences and a seminar to look into 

the whole affairs including government approaches [hard and soft] to counter the monsters of 

terrorism and militancy and have a better understanding of the scenario emerging in the region 

after withdrawal NATO forces from Afghanistan. The speakers for the round tables and seminar 

are invited from diverse backgrounds all over Pakistan to do an assessment of counterterrorism 

strategy, nature of conflict and policy analyses and state preparedness to cope with emerging 

geo-political scenario, challenges and opportunities for Pakistan and the region at large.  

 

National Counter Terrorism Strategy is the first concrete steps to counter the menace of 

terrorism. It is unfortunate that Pakistan is faced with problem of terrorism for the last one 

decade, but hardly any regime in the past came up with a clear and concrete counter militancy 

policy. This is the first policy formulated by the government after a great deal of debate on the 

nature of conflict. In Past Pakistan security forces, have conducted scores of successful military 

operations in tribal regions and Malakand against hardcore militants.  

 

Over 300 representatives of Pakistan’s government departments, public and private universities, 

the business and corporate sector and NGO’s and civil society organizations attended the 

conference. During the day long activities, experts from diverse fields including media, civil 

society, business community and federal ministers, shared their views on the country’s new 

security policy and approaches to counter the monsters of terrorism and militancy and emerging 

scenario in the region after the withdrawal of international forces from Afghanistan.  

 

One day conference program agenda consist of three sessions, in which first two sessions were 

planned and conducted as roundtables while the last session was designed to be a seminar.  FRC 

organized One Day National Conference to analyze Pakistan’s strengths and weaknesses, discuss 

policy to counter the hydra headed militancy in FATA and to highlight capability of security 

forces towards countering the militancy and extremism. The event also discusses threadbare 

potentials of FATA to ensuring sustainable peace in Pakistan and reintegrating the region, with 

the following objectives; 

 

 To discuss the nature of conflict(s) and militancy in Pakistan’s tribal areas. 

 To analyze the existing policy tools [hard & soft] those have been used for countering 

militancy in Pakistan. 

 To highlight national interests in the [would be] changed scenario of post US withdrawal 

from Afghanistan. 

 To suggest policy recommendations to the government and relevant stakeholders 
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Conference Session I 
 

Pakistan National Counterterrorism Strategy [hardcore]: Focus, Approaches 

and Way Forward 

Summary 
 

After independence, Pakistan has countered numerous rigorous socio-economic and security 

problems which not only destructed the social fabric but also obliterated the internal peace of the 

country. Now these issues have transformed into internal threats like religious radicalism, 

militancy, political volatility, terrorism and inflation. Terrorism is a severe peril to both internal 

and external security which eventually affects the socio-economic and political structure. At 

present in Pakistan, these serious problems are budding militancy, extremism and swiftly 

damaging the social structure in all over the country. This rising militancy has not only enlarged 

internal security threats but also shaped a bad image globally. The militant and extremists have 

spread their activities all over Pakistan and no place is secure for populace. 

 

Due to armed conflict in Afghanistan, all insurgents shifted their factions in tribal areas of 

Pakistan. FATA is a partially self-governing region in the north-west of Pakistan with a 

distinguishing social and political setup. It consists of seven tribal agencies that are: Bajaur, 

Khyber, Mohmand, Orakzai, Kurram, South Waziristan and North Waziristan. When the 

Government of Pakistan declared military operation against terrorism, the primary target areas 

for operation were chosen from FATA and other adjacent areas. The aim of these armed 

operations was to eradicate insurgency, destroy hideouts of militants’ to avoid future attacks, to 

reinstate and uphold the writ of the government.  

 

Militants initially started their activities unhurriedly and later on expanded militancy in the entire 

areas of FATA and then enfold whole country in the wave of insurgency. The Pakistan Army 

launched several operations against these terrorists for many times but peace cannot restore in 

through military operations. The widespread range of internal threats is a critical obstacle to 

peace building, economic progress and social solidity. In the dearth of an integrated internal 

security response, the terrorists extended their networks which are incessantly damaging national 

integration and economic development in Pakistan. 

 

Finally Government of Pakistan launched first National Internal Security Policy (NISP) which is 

devised to guard national interests of Pakistan and for tackling serious security issues. The NISP 

was  presented  in  the  National  Assembly  on  February  26,  2014  after  the  approval  of  

Federal  Cabinet. The  NISP  document set up  innovative  principles  of policy formulation 

where policy is also supported by a comprehensive  concept  manuscript  and  loaded  records 

which surpass transparency in the policy formulation process. Presently role of government is 

vital in the implementation of National Counterterrorism Strategy for countering terrorism and 

brining militancy hit areas into streamline through ascertaining peace and development.    
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Key Notes: Conference Session I 
 

Dr. Ashraf formally welcomed all participants in conference. Mr. Hassan Khan elaborated the 

importance of topic, terrorism and extremism is became an existential threat to Pakistan since 

last ten years, people were dying but at state, government and public level nix strategy was 

formulated to counter the challenging situation due to lack of institutional coordination. Every 

institution was blaming the other institution instead of devising a suitable strategy to cope with 

these social and security issues. There are series of challenges and bottlenecks that decrease the 

stimulus to overcome threats and issues from the society. These consist of: the lack of a shared 

scheme for peace and long term development; imbalanced short and long term goals; fragile 

strategic planning, pitiable policy implementation, poor institutional arrangements and limited 

effectiveness of capacity development approaches. These challenges will need to be resolved at 

national level for promoting peace and security, and to open a way that lead to state development 

course.  

 

FRC invited social analysts, civil society members, security officials, government officials, 

researchers, journalists, scholars to participate in a debate on the topic “Pakistan National 

Counterterrorism Strategy [hardcore]: Focus, approaches and way forward”. Mr. Hassan khan 

requested to Mr. Tariq Pervez, Former DG National Counter Terrorism Agency (NACTA), Retd. 

Air Marshal Sayed Qaiser Hussain, Defense Analyst and other honorable participants to share 

their valuable viewpoint on the issue.   

 

Mr. Tariq Pervez, Former DG (NACTA) 
In Pakistan the entire think tanks, civil societies and government departments are working in 

their screened-off areas, because organizations which are running in Sindh, Balochistan and 

Punjab are restricted to their area of work expect any awareness about the ongoing situation in 

FATA. Civil society in Pakistan is generally frail, and has only newly begun to address issues 

and challenges in a country. However, there are various potentially promising outcomes that are 

launch to emerge from the efforts of partnership and networks of NGOs and community-based 

organizations (CBOs). All organizations have their own perspectives and they are limited to it. 

There is a need to have a strong platform of NGOs to effectively address societal issues and to 

convey civil society's voice along with concerns to policy makers plus planners for Pakistan. At 

national level civil society has to get together on the same page and should know about current 

situation of country and exchange endeavor evolution.  

 

National counter strategy is a complex subject, as from last forty years we are indulge in it and 

still unable to get out of it, but still we are not seriously working on it. Pakistan has unveiled its 

first ever National Internal Security Policy (NISP) after 67 years of its existence, which is 

excellent because that is concrete fixation, it can be address, criticized and improve. Internal 

security policy is formulated to overcome non-traditional threats of extremism, sectarianism, 

terrorism and militancy and to enhance cooperation among security forces and political officials. 

The  NISP  is  based  on reciprocated inclusiveness  and  integration  of all  national efforts  and 

includes  three  elements; a) Conversation with all stakeholder, b) Seclusion of terrorists from 

their hold up systems, c) Preclusion enrichment by capacity building of the security tools to 

counteract threats to internal security of Pakistan. Echelon implementation of the NISP required 

a quality communication, coordination between Provincial and Federal Governments and 
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intelligence agencies to counter terrorism. While there are five policy major objectives of 

National internal security policy:  

 To establish the writ of the State and protect the people from all internal threats. 

 To protect the life, property and fundamental rights of the citizens of Pakistan 

 To promote pluralism, freedom, democracy and a culture of tolerance 

 To prevent, deter and contain threats to internal security in a transparent, accountable  and  

just manner 

 To peacefully resolve and manage disputes with hostile elements without compromising  the  

rule  of law 

 

National Internal security policy is designed to create a secure milieu where life, property, civil 

liberties and socio-economic rights of the citizens are protected and the populace of Pakistan are 

able to breathe and prosper in harmony, freedom, respect and decorum as fortified in the 

Constitution of Pakistan. It is significant that to which level government will be successful in the 

implementation of policy. Pewit of counter security policy is NACTA, an institution which 

didn’t take off yet, due to some basic differences. According to Security policy the National 

Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), an  existing  institution  for  coordination,  would 

implement  the  NISP  with  the  help  of  Provincial Governments,  Law  Enforcement  Agencies  

(LEAs), and intelligence agencies. The NACTA presupposed that government, army and 

intelligence agencies should work together for the smooth implementation of National Internal 

Security policy; otherwise it seems impractical to counter the terrorism.  

 

In addition, NATCA institute cannot coordinate to implement NISP efficiently under the 

authority of Minister on internal affairs unless it will be under the direct supervision of prime 

Minister. As NACTA is responsible to conduct detailed research and consultation with relevant 

stakeholders including Ministry of Law & Justice, Judiciary, Police, prosecution, prisons and 

legal experts to recommend a futuristic legal framework capable of addressing all eventualities 

of NISP which required direct command of Prime Minister over it. The aim of NISP is to 

modernize national narratives, streamline maddrassa education, develop infrastructure in 

militancy hit areas, rehabilitation of terrorism victims, improved law and order, prevent misuse 

of social media, integrate national registration plan, to protect border areas, capacity building of 

crime regulation authorities etc. Form the last several months NACTA has no regular head which 

formed a big hurdle in the work efficiency of institution and harms the process of 

implementation of NISP. NACTA is a complex problem it can be address through National 

internal security Policy. General outline for counter-terrorism policy should include these 

institutional issues.  

 
Retd. Air Marshal Sayed Qaiser Hussain, Defense Analyst 
In the tribal belt  Mullah’s gained status of the Maliks, Mullah had money and leftovers of the 

Afghan Jihad were available to them, in order to have their writ in the area they took on the 

security forces and started targeting Khassadar’s, Levies and FC. But khassadar’s and levy forces 

were not prepared for such kind of battle, they were ill prepared and ill equipped to deal with this 

situation.  They went into their own controlment’s and therefore government left the grounds of 

FATA and Swat for Mullah’s, who preach them their own brand of Islam.  
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They used strategy of harassment, killing, hanging people and not to be picked up. Therefore the 

salient majority became quiet and became audience of the whole drama. The political agents 

were also became dissociated and people started consulting Mullah’s to resolve their issues. This 

time the army was called in, when the army came in; it brought relief to most of us, at local and 

national level. When army came in any area, we had peace there. The army was left alone to take 

the whole action with the support of government to clean the mess. For army there was no 

possibility of half hearted attempts to cope with criminals, this is a different kind of war army is 

not trained for such kind of war.  

 

Orakzai agency, Kurram Agency South Waziristan is cleared by army we are just left with North 

Waziristan and government is working on it to resolve crisis. We had eight agreements with 

Taliban’s in last ten years. Six by the armed forces and two by the ANP government, ANP 

government has its writ in Swat and armed forces has writ in Waziristan. Four hundred prisoners 

were also released by government, if we had such kind of agreements, forty of them were those 

who were ardent foreigner criminals and fighters and slaughters several army men. This kind of 

approach and agreements we would never bring peace in the region. The political agent was 

reluctant to release at least these forty people who slaughtered army officers and soldiers, but he 

was pressurized by the governor and other forces to release these forty people. The forty people 

are presently living in Karachi, Peshawar and all over in Punjab.   

 

Thirty years back FATA was unsullied, proper roads, bridges, flowing streams, mud houses, 

well-attended hospitals and well-shaped school buildings while in present no suitable roads and 

bridges, falling mud houses, acute poverty, presence of drug mafia, unemployment which turns 

people towards crime, black money flourishing, no clean drinking water, schools are shambles 

and children are staying outside. Overall life standard of FATA people is not good as it was 

before thirty years, people are depressed, timid and dishearten about peace in the region. People 

are also stressed about the future of their new generation,  

 

For instance students of maddrassa’s faced difficulties in finding job, employment opportunities 

should be created to these students instead of let them fall a prey to Taliban’s. Creating hundred 

thousand jobs from Swat down to Waziristan it’s cheaper then fighting in the region, As F-16 

sortie during training mission it consumes in terms of money 1.5 million per hour while during 

combating it became triple due to using live emanation, laser guided bombs and using imported 

emanations. It will be cheaper to create jobs and get these boys on land then we will just left only 

with a few pockets of resistance then army will go and take on these guys. FATA can develop 

through investing money, upgrading infrastructures and providing basic living facilities. All 

allocated funds are not observed on the grounds as these funds were pocketed by members of 

national assembly and by the bureaucracy sitting there. 1.7 billion rupees of funds for kurrum 

agency are not observed as still unpaved roads, poverty and destroyed school buildings with nix 

basic facilities. If you want to develop tribal areas it has to be, as twenty five or thirty years is no 

time in national building.  

Pakistan lost fifty thousand people let it be fifty thousand more people, it is needed to just lay 

down our lives and make this a nation. There is a call for to develop Fata initially through make 

small water dams to irrigate land, provide trackers to level the grounds, provide technology to 

unearth what to grow as Waziristan is ideally suited for Chilgoza pine and Almonds, but 

somebody has to guide them, give guidance people of FATA on cattle farming. It will provide 
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natives suitable source of income and contribute in bringing peace in the region. Support of 

Government, civil society, engineers, doctor’s support is needed for the well-being of the 

country.   

 

The perception that tribal areas are among the educated lot and Maliks, and nawaz government is 

not concerned with FATA, let it be handled by Talibans unless they not touch Punjab. This 

perception of the tribal area can leave a very bad taste as it’s very dangerous for the country. 

Federal government should keep all regions together and make them feel to be integrated with 

each other. Furthermore Tehreek-e-Taliban is today scared that they were rejected by Haqqani 

group and Mullah Umer group as they are foreign funded .after the complete US NATO forces 

withdrawal and overruled by local religious Lashkars (groups). This situation will leave them 

with no other option expect to talk with government. The government must formulate strategy, 

talk to Talibans and disarm them. Taliban are interested to talk with government, it’s necessary 

for government talk to them in the position of strength.    

 

Opinion of Participants   

Participants form different arenas included representatives from the political, government, 

NGOs, the military and academic presented their expert views at the roundtable conference. This 

made the event rich in its composition as participants discussed current issues in FATA and 

proposed way forward for restoring Peace in Pakistan. The recorded views of participants are as 

following: 

 

Asif Ali Khan, Civil Engineer 
Due to strategic location of FATA for the last three decades FATA have been facing turmoil and 

instability, the existing system of bad governance is also one of the root causes of under 

development and militancy. Local people of FATA have been left out vulnerable to exploitation 

in the hands of criminals and extremists elements from within and outside. Government hands 

off policy did great damage to FATA. FATA is integral part of Pakistan; there is no justification 

for one set of laws in one part of country, and other set of laws for other parts of country. 

Constitution of Pakistan should be uniformly implemented in all over the country. It is obligation 

of State to disarm all non state entities present in FATA. A joint military operation by Pakistan 

army and Afghan army should be taken on both sides of Durand line at a time. Sincerity and 

transparency is needed to resolve the issue of militancy across Durand line.  

 

Brig. Said Nazir 
The tribal areas in the present shape and the policies of Government of Pakistan which have 

implemented or have got from NACTA or new security policy, there are fundamental flaws in it. 

There is a term a tactical mistake could be rectified with tactical manure but a strategic mistake 

cannot be rectified with tactical manure it has to be a strategic change of course. As so is the 

policy, there is something wrong with the policies and the policy number one is as per according 

to article number one of constitution, that FATA is part of Pakistan then this part is supposed to 

be provided with all fundamental rights, development opportunities and must be mainstreamed. 

The question raised here that why last sixty seven years has been wasted, and a second thing is 
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that how this is a nonconventional war, it is a shadow war, Bush War and a war of attrition. It is 

a conventional war which is fighting in unconventional mode which will not give desirable result 

but it will cause more collateral damage; create more counter-narratives then the narratives 

which Pakistan is perusing. It has given birth to new phenomena of warfare which is the non-

kinetic war and that non-kinetic war has now got currency in the international arena because the 

non-state actors are not been recognized and they are been used. Now the new Obama security 

policy really rested on the mainstays of non-kinetic war that is the drone, marines are not to be 

committed, remote control wars then the contractors are to be used. So we have to take care of 

what type of war we are fighting. Once we have to think of a central organization of policy so for 

that matter you are supposed to have centralization and command. But in this sort of war there is 

supposed to be a compartmentation which leads to decentralization.  

Once the compartmentation is there it cannot be trusted, all the people, agencies who are 

implementing it cannot be trusted due to doubt on their sincerity, as their personal idiocies in law 

in sync with the government or with state policy or with somebody else, so there is a complexity 

of this mind set which is prevailing. Then focusing on the present dispensation in last year out of 

fifteen billion seven billion has been left. So if everything is hunky and Lori and this is the state 

of affairs to rebuilt roads, schools, hospitals, houses etc, but lapsing of the money override in 

FATA. Another thing, it is very easy to say that Army will launch full fledge operation in FATA 

region but it’s very difficult to do this. The drone, jets and mortars are there along with twenty 

four hours insecurity what kind of mental development can be expected from the natives. There 

is a compensation for the people of who killed in bomb blasts in Sindh and Punjab but in FATA 

there is no compensation. It is a dire need to address and resolve these issues for taking FATA 

people into confidence.  

Ayaz  Mandokhel 
In FATA legal empowerment is unavailable to cope with current insurgency. Levy force and 

khassadars are governed under no law. In 2010 rules and regulation were designed for Levy 

force in which controlling authority of levy forces will be the member of SAFRAN. Levy forces 

are practically working under APA and political agent, but legally they are controlled by 

SAFRAN. In FATA the other law enforcement agency is FC force, According to FC ordinance 

1959 section 7 that the commandant of FC will act in aid of civil power whenever called upon to 

do so in the agency in whose area headquarters of FCR situated. Political agents, APA and FC 

commandant have zero compliance for many years. Thirdly ‘Act in aid of civil power’ is 

formulated after FCR; all powers are associated to army to control terrorism, but in the absence 

of army there is no law to control militancy in FATA.  

 

Notably, provisions of Anti terrorism Act (ATA) 1997 are not applicable in FATA region. 

Presently to fight legally against militancy Pakistan has just FCR law and legal frameworks for 

all forces (levy, Khassadar’s, Political agents and army) are disjointed. Additionally, there is 

indecisiveness about Talibans, as government of Pakistan made agreement (do’s and don’ts 

agreement) with Mullah Nazir group in 2007 people are confused among the concept of good 

and bad Talibans, another agreement government agreement with Naik Muhammad (TTP leader) 

as practically Pakistan government has two written agreements consist of two parties. While on 

the other hand according to Anti terrorism Act (ATA) 1997 support to any terrorist or banned 

organizations is a crime. As per 256 Article, Abolition of Army’s Act and Act in aid of civil 

power support of militant is a crime, but still our people are still in political indecisiveness. 
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People of FATA are religious but history reflects that FATA people are very irreligious and 

tribal in nature.  

In FATA region problem of insurgency and militancy doesn’t based on religious basis. Solution 

to problem of FATA is decisiveness and well thought strategy, presence of legal empowerment 

and suitable functioning of all institutions is obligatory. Political agent can’t uphold peace solely, 

he needs levy and FC forces to keep peace, but in the absence of FC force and army political 

agent cannot implement law and order. FC is a law enforcement agency but unfortunately which 

is not a law enforcement agency as FC has just one law which is FC ordinance 1959 in which 

they have to perform ‘Act in aid of civil power’ whenever called upon by political agent which is 

not in practice there. Political agents are disconnected with army and FC forces and levy forces 

can’t fight proficiently while all Mailk’s are being killed. All these circumstances kept political 

agent in trepidations and constraints.  

Recommendations  

 Institutional coordination is vital to devise counter terrorism stratagem at local and national 

level, due to lack of joint peace building efforts, short term goals and pitiable policy 

implementation issue of insurgency is mounting up in Pakistan.   

 Fragile civil society needs to be integrated through networking and partnership along with 

the establishment of a national platform for addressing societal issues by civil society and to 

suggest policy options to government authorities.  

 Pakistan National Counter policy should be effectively implemented for providing life 

securities, civil liberties and socio-economic rights to the citizens of Pakistan especially for 

the deprived tribal people of FATA.   

 The government of Pakistan should facilitate the Malik’s who in some areas are still able to 

control the situation as it will be helpful for tribal people. They would be granted a set of 

legal powers by government to maintain law and order within their respective jurisdictions. 

 Constitution of Pakistan should be extended to the tribal areas by eliminating FCR law 

system.  

 State should disarm militants and eradicate all non-state actors by using suitable policies. 

 The long-term economic projects in FATA region can persuade the socio-political situation 

in FATA region; it can also contribute in altering the war affected conditions of the areas. 

 Education and health facilities should be provided to all and sundry in FATA to raise 

standard of living in this rearward region. The construction of new roads and the opening of 

improved ways of communication will be helpful to improve the socio-economic conditions 

of this region 

 Existing Curriculum of Maddrassa needs to be modernized along with the addition of recent 

and technical subjects (mathematics, geography, science, IT) to lessen learning limitations 

and to enhance employment opportunities for Maddrassa students. 

 Government of Pakistan should win the confidence of tribal people; formulate a suitable 

strategy to disarm militants within the position of power.  

 Presence of legal empowerment and suitable integration and functioning of all security 

institutions is essential to mitigate insurgency in FATA region.  
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Conclusion  

Since the Soviet-Afghan war, the tribal regions have gained a battle as a leftover in provisions of 

weapons, recruited militants, and ideology. Before launching operations in FATA, the military 

has been tasked to eradicate control of militants from the different areas of tribal belt. 

Unfortunately after many years, military is still on hold point and not a single region has been 

confirmed as productively rinsed of militancy. In spite of these constant military operations, the 

TTP and other militants groups are still offering a hard-hitting opposition to the government 

forces and are struggling to control tribal areas to enforce their version of sharia. Besides 

conducting military operations and depositing efforts for peace agreements, the government also 

needs to launch progression schemes in FATA and start the construction of new roads; 

agriculture and businesses infrastructures and the opening of superior ways of communication 

will be supportive to advance the socio-economic conditions of this region. The tribal areas have 

been always mistreated in the grant allowance of developmental schemes in the social sectors. It 

needs to be taking at similarity with the rest of the country mainly improving its social gauges.  

 

Pakistan needs a tactical rethinking of its riffed counterinsurgency approach and re-devising a 

holistic but realistic policy for resolving the conflict in FATA according to the rising security 

and political milieu in the region. Importantly, the older system of governance in FATA has 

distorted, the civilian supervision and the tribal Jirga system have been totally destabilized. The 

absence of a receptive civilian supervision and tribal Jirga system, the sufferings of tribal people 

have increased and became a source of are a source of generating anti-state mind-set. Militant 

organizations are taking advantage of this miserable situation. A holistic approach, which 

includes all the political, security and socio-economic developmental mechanism, is required to 

cope with the militancy on eternally.  
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Conference Session II 

National Counterterrorism Strategy: Discussing Soft Policy Tools for peace 

building in FATA 

Summary 
 

Over the last decade, counter-terrorism approach has increasingly evolved from “hard” to “soft” 

measures. A “hard” approach to counter-terrorism need to use military or law enforcement 

techniques, including the use of force, intelligence and inspection, as well as assassination or  

arresting terrorists. A “soft” counter-terrorism approach, “seeks to disengage the radicalization 

process thorough revival of local art and culture; strengthening of local communities, promoting 

trade, and eradicating extremist beliefs for building peace” Soft counter-terrorism measures 

needs to be taken by government, community, and religious-based institutes. The growing 

influence of this approach has been recorded in the ongoing battle against extremist violence as 

well as other forms of conflicts.  

 

FATA rapidly came to international attention following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 

on the US. While the primary concern of the US-led coalition was Afghanistan, it shortly became 

clear to US that FATA would also be included in the war. Pakistan’s tribal belt became relevant 

due to open and regular in and out of al-Qaida group members, the Afghan Taliban across the 

Durand line which separated Pakistan from Afghanistan. In fact globally it is perceived that the 

FATA region is providing safe haven for militant groups which include al-Qaida and other like-

minded groups. Since then various US drone strikes and numerous launched operations by 

government of Pakistan in FATA but the issue of insurgency remained in same condition, it is 

crucial to espouse few soft policy tools to deal with stamped militancy. 

 

The limited approach to ‘arrest and kill’ is abhorrently lacking while on the other hand conflict 

alteration provides a useful conceptual framework for conflict resolution with non-military 

intervention to promote and achieve positive peace. While the non-military conflict resolution 

framework put forward operational approaches for conflict vacillation to gain sustainable peace. 

In FATA local community members and local institutions can play vital role in restoring peace, 

the tribal codes which preserved in the Pakhtunwali and FCR law can be used to maintain law 

and order and to mainstream Pashtuns. Moreover Government should launch proper local 

government system in FATA according to the requirements of Pashtuns.  

 

Provision of educational and health facilities, availability of economic opportunities and 

industrialization, feasibility for foreign investments, presence of electronic and print media in 

FATA region can contribute in mitigating insurgency. Local Jirga system needs to be 

strengthened again as it is the major element of Pashtun’s cultural values. Militants should call 

upon dialogue to settle ongoing wobbly situation. Pakistan suffered a lot due to short term 

strategies to counter terrorism which brought it into countless crises, a complex prevailed 

situation in FATA would be handling with one single strategy, and there is a need that 

government should have numerous plans to counter insurgency.  
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Key Notes: Conference Session II 

Dr. Ashraf Ali formally welcomed all participants in the second roundtable session of the 

conference. Mr. Hassan Khan elaborated the importance of cultural legacy of pashtuns, and local 

institutes of FATA, democratization of FATA, strengthening political and democratic institutions 

for promoting awareness against extremist’s ideas. He emphasis that adopting soft approaches 

including revival of local art and culture; strengthening of local communities and promoting 

trade and business for building peace in the region will bring peace in the FATA. The role of 

media and civil society was termed by him as more crucial for creating awareness among the 

local communities and mobilizing them against the bunch of miscreants.  

FRC invited social analysts, civil society members, security officials, government officials, 

researchers, journalists, scholars to participate in a debate on the topic “Pakistan National 

Counterterrorism Strategy: Discussing Soft Policy tools for peace building in FATA”. Mr. 

Hassan khan requested to guest speaker’s of the event, Professor Mazoor Khan Afridi, 

International Islamic University Islamabad, Mr. Haroon Rashid, Journalist at BBC World 

Service, Ms Aysha Gulalai Wazir (MNA-PTI) and other reputable participants to share their 

precious standpoint on the topic.   

 
Professor Mazoor Khan Afridi,  IIU Islamabad 
Militancy and globalization are the most important elements which affected the traditions and 

cultural values around the globe. Presently, FATA is one of the conventional issues across the 

globe regarding political and social existing systems and numerous recommendations, reforms 

had been for many years. However, Peace building in FATA through cultural revival while 

discussing the role of local community and local institutions in FATA is the most debatable 

issue. In nutshell it is necessary to discuss about two things, Firstly a well-known mannerism 

among pastuns is pakhtunwali, it is a non-written ethical code and traditional lifestyle which the 

indigenous Pashtun people follow. It can also defined a system of law and governance from the 

prehistoric times when humanity was completely illiterate or unable to use written instruments 

such as books, and is preserved and used up until modern times but mostly in the rural tribal 

areas. Secondly, in later times different systems entered and established into FATA for instance 

FCR law. Nevertheless two major systems provided basic pillars to the peace of the region which 

is FCR law launched by British government and still maintained by Pakistan government 

moreover another system is a Pashtunwli system which contributed as a main source of stability 

in the region, as it combined different aspects and main elements pashtun’s society such as 

(Nang - bravery, Badal – revenge, Ghairat  – zeal, Nanawate - reconciliation, Jirga – circle, 

Hujra, Teega –truce, Lashkar – army or volunteers' militia, Arbakai, Mashar – elderly leaders, 

Malik’s, melmastiya – hospitality, Panah– personal protection, Qawm – localized community.  

 

In FATA region Pashtunwli system is affected at broader level due to militancy in the region as 

presently it is not functioning properly. For instance, Qaumi Lashkar – army or volunteers' 

militia which was formulated by Jigra to cope with any kind of threat or antagonism then elders 

of few tribes gathered together and formed lashkars to fight against the threat or enemy. But the 

formation of Lashkar has been changed due to its exclusion from Pashtunwali traditions because 

tribes hesitate and not in position to formed lashkars due to insurgency and international 

interference in the region. Alike in the case of Jirga, presently the majority of Jarga’s are 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethical_code
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tradition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lifestyle_%28sociology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pashtun_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rural
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government instituted and government has much control over Jirga system in FATA, as mostly 

Jirga’s has been held in the premises of the governmnet like in tehsils or political agent’s office. 

Hence Jirga system has not been in the original shape and it has been ruined since the 9/11 

incident. Prominently, the Malik’s superiority has been enhanced and also demised after the rise 

of militancy in FATA.  

 

Since the introduction of local government system in FATA according to the Musharraf 

devolution plan 2002, it is the different category of local government system for FATA from the 

rest of Pakistan. Nearly all of the counselors working with local government system are the 

established Malik’s in FATA which enhanced their authority. On the hand Malik’s authority 

downfallen and challenge by the militant chiefs and intense militancy in FATA. Another 

significant element of Pashtunwali is Panah– personal protection, Panah is to take someone in 

personal protection. Even if a notorious criminal or an outlaw asked for panah he will definitely 

be granted asylum and duly protected. But currently people in FATA are afraid of giving Panah 

to any asylum seeker or victim. One more fundamental element Melmastiya – hospitality also 

affected, all the pashtun’s are cordial and hospitable but at present people fluctuate to entertain 

guests. Although, people of FATA are at rest engrossed in the revival of their cultural norms, 

taboos and traditions so still it’s an open window for Peace building in FATA through cultural 

revival. People of FATA covet the abolition of FCR law but in fact desires for Pashtunwali 

system.   

 
Mr. Haroon Rashid, Journalist/Editor, BBC World Service 
In past media were laissez-faire in FATA region but at present many life threats and restrictions 

implicated in the last ten years. Journalists hesitate to take risk of visiting militancy hit areas 

where the problem of militancy was brought to FATA region in which government of Pakistan 

has played a key role in bringing it within the tribal belt but now government authorities are 

unaware from a way to get out of it. The tribal belt has been used by the state as a laboratory for 

precarious experiments for many years. These malicious policies of government towards FATA 

can be termed and summarized as ‘A criminal willful negligence’. Over the last sixty years 

FATA region has been ruthlessly dealt by government, people of FATA are living without any 

human rights and civil rights. People of FATA are as equally human being as the others in the 

rest of country although they have different set of values, customs and traditions. But still 

keeping that intact state of Pakistan needs to bring in changes to keep pace with the rest of world. 

Democracy could not be introduced there due to the presence of Mafia’s which includes criminal 

Mafia, smuggling Mafia and the political administration of Mafia because over the last ten years 

it has been seen that political administration representatives were at upfront on registering any 

changes in FCR because from last ten years political administration representatives believed that 

wild tribal people can only be tamed through FCR law.  

 

In FATA region presence of media is nothing more than a black hole, lack of information, 

darkness and in the tribal area no authentic local media or voice can be observed. As the national 

and international media always looks down upon the FATA issue as it’s only a militancy issue, 

poverty issue or lack of democracy which is afflicting  tribal area. Unfortunately, nix authentic 

local voice come out which can elaborate the grassroots level facts and issues due to lack of local 

media. Even there is not a single local newspaper of FATA; some local journalists developed a 

local website which was not supported properly. FATA has only 17% literacy rate within the 
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tribal region along with a prevailed militancy which couldn’t support the growth of local media. 

It is essential that government of Pakistan encourage local media in FATA region to show up the 

problems, stance, facts and authenticity of tribal region. Except this, there will be a no way to 

record and bring to light the viewpoint of tribal people.           

 

A couple of FM radio stations are working under FATA secretariat and military is also running 

couple of FM radio stations within tribal belt but it’s not the job of bureaucrats or the military to 

run FM station to inform people how to do things, there is a need of profession people and 

professional organizations to run media services. If no private enterprise is willing to invest in a 

militancy hit area of FATA, state has to play a role and should start a local newspaper for free of 

cost. But deplorably the establishment doesn’t want unity within the tribal region for instance 

government is claiming for a long time that there will be a road which will directly connect 

South Waziristan with Bajaur agency but that plan didn’t practically implemented so far. The 

problem of tribal belt is compartmentalized by establishment, which is not looking at the whole 

region as a single major problem. In FATA region youth of FATA used to listen to the 

international radio channels instead of national media. National television services do completely 

not exist in the region and limited national radio channels are accessible to tribal people. There is 

a great call for local media in FATA region and people of FATA are concerned to stay updated 

about the national affairs.  

 

In FATA only few radio stations are the main source of information for the tribal people which 

these people used and national media of Pakistan is unable to provide tribal people a suitable 

range of radio channels. Tribal people need to hear from state a wide spectrum of viewpoint. 

There is a great demand for local media (print and electronic); people want to stay connected 

with the entire country. Pakistan need responsible media organizations and responsible 

journalism, it is necessary to adopt a stringent mechanism to launch local media in the tribal 

region. In past, Pervez Musharaf abruptly permitted to issue above thirty licenses to private 

media organizations without any prerequisite which generated several ills. In the changing 

regional scenario role of media and civil society in peace building FATA can play crucial role. 

Initially state should take imitative to launch and establish local media in tribal area by 

generating its acceptance in FATA. Importantly, PEMRA ordinance should be extended to tribal 

areas which can also solve several problems, however if there is no media in the tribal region 

than PEMRA would not be able to regulate media in FATA. First it is necessary to create the 

environment for regulating local media by establishing media electronic and print media then to 

bring in regulatory authorities like PEMRA ordinance. Tribal area is the highly risk job for 

journalists, the biggest number of journalist sacrificed their lives in FATA, but the number of 

journalists increased with the time in militancy hit area because national and international media 

has an eagerness to know the ground realities of FATA. Although state is unaware of ground 

level facts, it is necessary to establish local media system in tribal area. On the other hand 

banned organizations are running their local media services, access to internet in the tribal area 

and in that vacuum Taliban’s are dispersing their own narratives. To counter that persuades its 

essential to establish a strong local media with local sensibilities which can take up the challenge 

to offset the Taliban narratives.  
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Ms Aysha Gulalai Wazir, MNA-PTI 
It is quiet shocking that in the society of 21st century there is not a single university or college in 

FATA, while the people want education and want to go with this world of 21st century. 

Although situation is not ideal as in the rest of Pakistan but at least these people should have 

same educational rights along with basic health facilities. Local government system in FATA 

empowers the political administration members who became undeclared kings of the area. In the 

rest of Pakistan there is democracy but in FATA a strange fusion of judiciary executives and 

administrative powers can be observed along with weak political set up. All the judicial, 

executive and administrative powers should be separated and the political administration 

members should just need to act like executives unlike the kings of FATA, who are living in 

fortresses, issuing orders and detaining people. There is no audit for the funds given to political 

administration member which is given to them for the development of FATA but unfortunately 

nix develop plan has been undergone in FATA region. Judiciary of the auditor general of 

Pakistan needs to be extended towards FATA to keep a check on the political administration to 

examine how they spent the amount which they show in the papers but those facilities has never 

been given and ensure to the common people.  

 

The Jigra has also been held hostage by the political administration; it has not been working 

independently which is an effective mechanism in those areas because it’s a very speedy and 

cheap process as compare to the formal judicial system which has a lot of flaws in it. Local 

people demands for local government system in FATA for the empowerment of tribal people, 

moreover tax collection, education and health system will be accountable to local government 

bodies. It will decrease the sense of deprivation among people of FATA, then there will be no 

need to look upon the MNA’s or to approach governor house in Peshawar. The jigra needs to be 

taken out from the hands of political agents and handed over to the elected local government 

bodies, because the political administration they come from bureaucracy, decide and go back to 

their homes, but then the elected local government representatives they are directly accountable 

and answerable to the  locals. Appropriate judicial system needs to be introduced within FATA, 

session courts should be established for each agency along with a separate high court for FATA 

through amending constitution of Pakistan. In Future Pakistan National Assembly will introduce 

a bill for empowering Jirga or Panjayait system in all over the country to solve local issues at 

community level.  

 

The basic problem of FATA is the issue of Peace in the region along with a poor law and order 

situation due to militancy. Government should conduct dialogues with militant groups without 

delay and swift through them according to their demands. Militants should gather their groups 

and came on the table to talk with government; it will clear the anti-state elements categories 

which includes criminals, extortionists, foreign funded anti-state actors and abductors. Any 

problem could not be solved through the use of power there is a need to unearth the root causes 

why the patriotic tribal people turned into a challenging enemy for Pakistan army and tribal 

people should be facilitate by government on urgent basis. Problem of FATA can never be 

solved expect dialogues with natives and militants. Peace is mandatory and should be a first step 

for government to develop FATA. FATA is currently in the status of orphanage, as it is defined 

as a fifth geographical unit not beyond that,   suitable grade should be given to FATA according 

to the aspiration of FATA people. Separate NFC should be established for FATA because if 
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GSD is collected then it’s their right to have share in NFC. Political administration should be 

restricted to the bureaucracy and audit system should be launched there. The current situation in 

the regional scenario has its imperative importance, there is a need to adopt regional integration 

approach among Afghanistan, India and Pakistan expect following foreign ideas. Trust building 

among these three countries is crucial for the regional peace and development.            

 

Opinion of Participants 
Participant’s from different walks of life with the divergent expertise i.e. researchers & analysts, 

ambassadors, politicians, journalists, and diplomats also shared their opinion on the subjected 

issue of adopting soft policy tools for peace building and development of FATA and suggest a 

way towards ultimate process of Pakistan, the recorded views are mentioned below:  
 
Dr. Zubair Ghauri, Senior Anchor PTV 
The semantic is formulation of a strategy which is being ignored by policy makers and they 

focused on tactics. If it’s took as a goal by the government, where it desire to stand as a nation 

after fifteen years. The current wobbly situation along with short term strategies, contradictory 

aspirations and strategies has brought Pakistan into present crisis. Once we have a policy then we 

have to see from the media prospective that what narrative we are following. In FATA it’s a 

complex situation with various tentacles and controversies getting into each other, so one straight 

line linear approach either talking or fighting with terrorists it will never work because if the 

challenge is complex then the solution cannot be linear. Various plans need to be in hand to fight 

against challenges and to cope with critical situation at personal, social or political level. 

Currently Pakistan has no particular narratives to counter terrorist activities which are being 

followed by the militants. Militants have one clear narrative that Militants want to establish a 

theocratic state based on the 6th century model of the Islamic caliphate weather they understand 

its complexities or not. But unfortunately we don’t have any counter-narratives. Unless there is a 

counter-narrative of creating one caliphate type of thing of 6th century we cannot solve this issue.     

 
Mr. Alamzeb, President, Pak-Afghan Forum Pakistan 
Pakistan has a lot of problems across the border which is affecting people on both sides by 

influencing people in Afghanistan and Pakistan who are culturally integrated, economically 

dependent, similar language and values and inter-connected in trading affairs. The hatred 

breeding on Pak-Afghan border should be mitigated by the government.  The real problem is 

constantly avoiding by the authorities, civil societies should came forward and realized the 

government authorizes that they can control the conflicting situation.  Suitable strategy should be 

formed to resolve insurgency issue on Pak-Afghan border as globally it’s perceived that Pakistan 

is providing shelter to Afghan militants, which has been harming Pakistan reputation around the 

globe.  

 

Qarnal Khalid Munir  
In Pakistan the authorities are confused and focused on suggesting development plans for FATA, 

but unfortunately the state doesn’t have any bigger narrative to counter insurgency. Talabin’s 

every demand can be met from the constitution of Pakistan, Pakistan can become autocratic state 

through its constitution but the problem is that did Pakistan opt to become autocratic state.  

Religion has corrupt in any every field of life, recently in geo controversies a Qawali has become 
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a religious affair, and people are on street, and those people on street are against others, because 

on day these people will be used against all others without realizing that they are fanning 

religious sentiments . Likewise TTP (Tehreek-e-Taliban) is also enthusiast of Islam; they say that 

they will be a khurasaan; which will be an Islamic revolution and will rule the world; this is said 

in a Hadees by Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (P.B.U.H). Government of Pakistan is confused on 

the status of TTP, while the Army officials are very clear about it and consider TTP as enemy of 

Pakistan. Now problem is not just limited to FATA as terrorism prevailed into the whole 

country, it’s a time to adopt suitable solutions to overcome terrorism. Now people start talking in 

the language of guns. There is not check and balance over the maddrassa institutes. Maddrassa 

reforms are necessary as all madrasaa’s are not breeding terrorism. It is crucial to separate 

religion form state narratives, as state should not have any religion, everyone should be equal to 

state.  

 

Brig Ishaq    
The major cause of acute deprivation among FATA people is lack of educational facilities, as in 

other parts of country there are thousands of private schools but nobody has seen education in 

FATA, being a Pakistani it’s our prime responsibility to contribute in the development of our 

country especially the tribal region. The authorities of FATA are contented with their luxurious 

life styles while they are not serious in developing FATA region. A lot of money which is 

collected by name of developing FATA is exploited by the elites and higher authorities. No 

single school has been observed in FATA due to disinclination of administration authorities, the 

prime requirement of youth in FATA is to earn a skill so that he can earn something out of it, get 

education so that he can get out and work somewhere. If at national level nix efforts will be 

taken then it’s not possible to solve issues form foreign aid.  

 

Brig Said Nazir  
There are two major misperceptions; one is strategic depth, which defines as where one nation 

can fall on, as Pakistan never fall on Afghanistan, it is always the Afghanis which fall on 

Pakistan whether there is refugees, War, invasion or a trade route. Then second thing is a falsie 

of majority which is talking about strategic depth, but Pakistan never used depth of Afghanistan 

in any war rather the Afghanistan was the one who never recognized Pakistan at the time of War. 

In short talking about the strategic depth is a falsie and misperception. Moreover a falsie of 

majority also includes the clash on coif culture, it’s true that clash on coif culture came in FATA 

region through Afghan jihad, but the tribal’s were having the weapons since centuries. The 

tribal’s knew the use of weapons and they have been using weapons against British fighters. 

While the calash in coif gave FATA more deterrence value and from 1980’s to 2000 the clash in 

coif was there but the peace was also there. It was the deterrence which was holding peace 

together and it is something else which came in and disturbed the peace of FATA. Otherwise 

there are more weapons then entire FATA in Karachi, such as NATO weapons, containers of 

guns and a drug culture of Karachi. Drug culture is also became a major issue of Pakistan which 

also wrap up FATA people in its control which was not the issue of FATA.  

 

Ismail Mehsud  
In the tribal belt jirga is conducted under three conditions, for law enforcement in the tribe, to 

resolve disputes and formulate security troops to control uneven situation. Presently the militants 

are sitting within the tribal belt by violating the Jigra and their presence is against the mandate of 
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Jirga. Militants demolish Jirga system in tribes; they killed several tribal elders and also threw 

out numerous from the agencies. The Mehsud tribe of South Waziristan Agency is most affected 

tribe of FATA in terms of defaming, well-reputation and trouncing. Mehsud tribe was very 

secular, liberal tribe during the Muhlla Muhammad Umar Government in Afghanistan, the 

Wazir, Orakazai and Bajaur tribes were affected by them but mehsud tribe was out of their 

influenced. When Afghanistan started war against America 40,000 people went to Afghanistan 

while the Mehsud’s didn’t took part in it, it is said that only 400 Mehsud’s went, who later on 

came back from the area of Khusta. In start many tribal elders were killed while the unorganized 

criminals who were present in mehsud tribe were structured by Afghan moment. Moreover, In 

2002 Rah-e-Nijaat operation in South Waziristan resulted in entire displacement of mehsud tribe 

and acute damage of houses, schools, human lives, mosques and markets. Mehsud tribe migrated 

from South Waziristan Agency to different parts of the country, while the second migration of 

mehsud observed from D.I Khan and tank in case of army operation or militant’s assault, 

tribesmen flew away to Karachi and different parts of Pakistan. In Karachi after the terrorism 

incident which is alleged to have its ties with North Waziristan Agency, security officials 

approached and suspected numerous mehsuds families currently living in Karachi. Consequently, 

if the grip of Taliban’s will be weakened or they will be abolished in future the next chapter 

would be the revenge of tribesmen, who became criminals in last ten years. Because the tribal 

people who had money they get settled in different areas of country while the other, who were 

deprived faced various hardships given from militants and government which exploited their 

minds and created hatred against government and militant groups.    
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Recommendations  
 

 FCR law needs to be amended or abolish according to the socio-cultural values of Pashtuns. 

Local government system should be launched and apply in FATA according to the 

democratic political system.  

 Jirga system should be re-established to reconcile tribal disputes efficiently at local level. 

Local communities need to be strengthened for restoring peace in FATA and Pashtunwali 

system should be reinstated and pertained within FATA to empower tribal people 

 Feasibility for industrialization and foreign investments in FATA needs to be generated by 

government authorities. In tribal belt public service delivery system should be made 

decentralize and accountable by FATA secretariat.  

 Adequate schools and colleges should be opened for along with high-quality administration 

system. Appropriate Infrastructure system should be established along with basic facilities 

 State should provide basic human right and civil rights to the tribal people along with 

adopting a clear policy with regards to FATA. Government of Pakistan needs to win 

confidence of tribesmen and also adopt regional integration for restoring peace in FATA 

 Local print and electronic media needs to be established by government to connect tribal 

people with the entire parts of the country. Authentic local media in FATA will be helpful 

in changing misperceptions about the FATA people around the globe.  

 Private corporations should be encouraged by the state authorities to initiate news agencies 

within FATA region. Journalists must be provided security services from state security 

forces along with other remuneration and life insurance facilities.    

 Local media (print and electronic) can play a vital role in stamping out militants ideologies 

from the minds of tribal people and in altering global misperceptions about the tribal 

people.   

 Local media services of banned organizations needs to be terminated by state authorities, 

their access to internet in the tribal area should be impeded by state administration to stop 

the dispersion of Taliban’s narratives. 

 Political administration member’s rights should be limited and they needs to be just act as 

executive authorities. The judicial, executive and administrative authorities should be 

alienated from each other.   

 Appropriate judicial system needs to be introduced in FATA by establishing session courts 

for each agency along with a separate high court for FATA through amending constitution 

of Pakistan 

 Non-military strategy needs to be adopted and militant groups should be call for dialogues 

on unrelentingly by state. 

 Complex militancy in FATA needs to be resolve in multi-dimensional frame work along 

with handful alternative counter-terrorism strategies   
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Conclusion   
 

Pakistan’s victory in managing militancy in the FATA depends on the government’s capability 

to adopt inspired, strong, and sustainable political and socio-economic measures instead of using 

military force. The Pakistani government thus should focus on winning the hearts and minds of 

the alienated FATA population by developing soft influence and working to integrate the region 

into the federation. The Pakistani government might also marginalize militant organizations by 

permitting moderate political parties in the FATA. There is a vital need to train Pakistani officers 

on dealing with internal and external counter-insurgency conflict. Traditional dispute-resolution 

mechanisms such as the jirga could be utilized to resolve conflicts in the FATA. Along with 

some modifications, the jirga could play an important role in mitigating conflicts both within 

tribes and between tribal groups and the Pakistani government.FCR law needs to be revised or 

eliminated and appropriate judicial system needs to be introduced in FATA. Dialogues should be 

offered to militants groups to settle insurgency problem. 

For Pakistan it is crucial to establish the writ of the state in the troubled FATA which is not an 

easy task, especially when these tribal areas have always been treated as national boondocks and 

were vilely deserted by all earlier regimes. Sufficient educational institutes, liable administrative 

officials, local media of FATA, improved infrastructure, accountable public service delivery 

system, foreign investment in development plans and industrialization in FATA region can 

connect tribal people with the entire country which will help in reducing conflict in tribal region. 

The government should try to bring the FATA into the national mainstreaming; any kind of 

hindrance or vacillation will only cause difficulties and could endanger national integrity of 

Pakistan  
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Conference Session III 

Pakistan in Post 2014 Geo-Political Regional Scenario: Exploiting Trade and 

Business Potential for Peace Building in FATA 

Summary   
 

Since the independence of Pakistan, FATA has not been given the same priority in terms of the 

development course being commenced in other fractions of the country. The FATA is the most 

economically backward area of Pakistan and approximately 60% of the populace lives below the 

poverty line. Natural resources are under-exploited in FATA and the majority of local population 

depends on agriculture, transport, arms manufacturing and trade, drug trafficking and illegal 

cross border trade. The legal regulating industrial activity elsewhere in Pakistan does not apply 

to the tribal areas. All contracts and agreements are commenced under the Frontier Crimes 

Regulation by a Jirga, except through any kind of judicial channels.  

 

Opportunities in commerce and trade are hindered by many issues; the absence of a strong legal 

structure to regulate financial services and commercial transactions makes doubtful the business 

ambiance, it also prevents small businessmen from increasing their industries and discourages 

new companies from inflowing towards FATA. Businesses is also affecting by bad roads, 

problem in power supply, insufficient storage facilities, and a host of similar problems arising 

from poorly developed infrastructure and insufficient supporting services. Tax revenue is not 

collected by government while the lack of reliable statistical data concerning commercial activity 

makes it difficult to implement any suitable strategy for the progress of trade and commerce in 

FATA. 

 

Pakistan has been putting efforts to make itself more connected to Central Asia by offering 

numerous trade and transport corridors and entrée to ports. It also intended access to the Central 

Asian marketplace through establishing commercial ties with them. National Companies as well 

as the Multinational Companies operating in Pakistan can target the Central Asian consumer 

market via Afghanistan but once the peace in Afghanistan will restore as still there is continuous 

instability. There are enormous gains for Pakistan in establishing strong trade and economic 

linkages with the Central Asia as it will increase regional economic integration, regional 

cooperation and regional prosperity.  

 
Pakistan has a very grand market of Afghanistan for trading; central government of Pakistan is 

trying to make lawful the trade with Afghanistan and to work with Afghan government for 

promoting trade and business in both countries.  Access to Central Asia’s energy resources is one 

of the main objectives of Pakistan’s policy towards the region as Economic Cooperation 

Organization and Gwadar Port are still valid hopes of Pakistan in this regard. Pakistan actively 

engaged in Afghanistan to produce a firm pro-Pakistan command there for the easy access to 

Central Asia. Conversely local and foreign factor such as insufficient economic and financial 

resources, continued instability in Afghanistan, and regional geo-politics are discomfited 

barricade in Pakistan’s entrance to Central Asia. 
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Key Notes: Conference Session III 

Mr. Hassan Khan started the third session and formally welcomed all participants in the last 

session of the conference. Dr. Ashraf Ali well introduced the guest speakers and elaborated about 

the FRC project “Research for Peace Building and Stability in FATA”  activities, under this 

project FRC conducted various research activities, launched five research studies, eight quarterly 

security reports, four volumes of research Journal TIGAH, series of seminars on various issues, 

organized many guest lectures, internship programme and roundtable conferences. FRC started 

this research project with three major objectives 1) Capacity building 2) prudent knowledge base 

3) dissemination of knowledge with related institutes. He further explained current situation of 

FATA, he said that during the last one decade due to 9/11 tragedy, Pakistan suffered a lot, we 

lost more than fifty thousand people with over six thousand men in uniform. The business 

community, politicians, traders, unions, experts, aid workers, health workers all of them are 

under attack and Pakistan suffered a lot. Pakistan lost two thousand tribal elders and Malik’s, 

thousands of schools has been blown up, over a hundreds of journalists lost in FATA and one of 

the huge mass displacement in the history of the country from FATA.  Pakistan is still suffering 

but do we have the political preparedness for that, do we have the required military strength, a 

political will or commitment to cope with the rising tide of militancy.    

Mr. Hassan khan enlighten the current issues of FATA; poverty, militancy, illiteracy, extremism 

etc, FATA presents a perfect model of state alienation, where there is no police system, judiciary 

system and no state institutions. The sate of Pakistan and international community denied the 

historical means living; they were depending on the cross-border trade but there is no cross-

border trade presently. Smuggling was their way of life, state called it smuggling while pastuns 

called it trade, the transport and local means of production completely vanished in last few years. 

Mr. Hassan khan requested to guest speaker’s of the event to share their precious standpoint on 

the topic. Minister khurram Dastgir Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce Pakistan, Minister 

Abbas Khan Afridi, Federal Minister for Textile Industry Pakistan, Mr. Sadiq Khan, Secretary to 

the National Security Division Pakistan, Mr. Zubair Mauti Wala, President Pak Afghan 

Chambers of Commerce and Industries were the guest speakers of the seminar while 

Ambassador Jesper Moller Sorensen, Royal Danish Embassy was the chief guest of the event.         

Social analysts, civil society members, security officials, government officials, researchers, 

journalists, scholars also participated in a debate on the topic.  

 
Mr. Zubair Mauti Wala, President Pak Afghan Chambers of Commerce and 

Industries 
Afghanistan will be a peaceful nation in near future, as the recent elections in Afghanistan 

reflects everything; there were numerous threats in casting vote but Afghan’s went to polling 

stations and make elections successful. This is a clear cut message from Afghan’s that they need 

business and want peace in Afghanistan. Secondly, if we try to scrutinize the Afghan’s people 

eagerness for education, the result will be that Afghani’s are ardently interested in education.      

The federally administrated tribal area is a semi-autonomous tribal region in north-west of 

Pakistan which is bordering Khyber Pakhunkhuwa, Baluchistan and Afghanistan provinces. 

Until the fall of the Taliban’s from Afghanistan to Pakistan tribal belt, the tribes had very 

friendly relation across the border with central governments. But today FATA is only nominally 

controlled by the central government of Pakistan, in reality it is practically controlled by the 
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Pastuns in the region and by the tribal elders. Economic standing of FATA can be examined 

through scrutinizing resources, utilization, means of trade and per capita income. The federally 

administrated tribal areas are the most improvised part of the nation. Despite being home to 2.4% 

of Pakistan’s population, it makes up only 1.5% of Pakistan’s economy. Due to the federally 

Administrated tribal areas, tribal organization, the economy is chiefly pastoral, with some 

agriculture practiced in the region’s few fertile valleys. Viable reserves of marble, copper, 

limestone and coal exists, creating potential market for Mining. Due to law and order, investment 

and foreign Aid does not have accessibility to the prime region linking Pakistan with 

Afghanistan. 

 

Pakistan has its Strategic importance of FATA in context of Peace and bilateral ties with 

Afghanistan as US-ISAF drawdown from Afghanistan will bring new challenges in FATA as 

well as the whole tribal belt at large and emphasized the need to give more attention to the area 

for lasting peace, stability and development. The economy of Pakistan’s FATA region is deeply 

linked with that of Afghanistan due to number of factors, the main ones being the geographic and 

ethnic proximity. Being a mountainous region, FATA does not offer vast agriculture land. The 

tribesmen mainly engage in business or trade irrespective of the legality of their ventures. Illegal 

trade of arms and narcotics, transit trade to Afghanistan through Pakistan, foreign exchange 

transactions through hawala, hundi and goods transport are among the major business in the 

tribal areas. Pakistani tribesmen’s control on business in FATA has declined mainly because of 

their inability to compete with Afghans who had received massive amounts of funds that were 

used across the borders to acquire business. Poppy cultivation has increased significantly in 

Afghanistan, though statistics on the volume of narcotics trade through the tribal areas are not 

available, but they are known to be major narcotics trafficking routes to Europe and beyond. The 

volume of earning in the arms trade and the number of people involved in this business are 

undocumented. Though at smaller scale, weapons manufacturing and trade exists in all of FATA 

region.    

 

It’s a dire need of time to support Afghanistan, as supporting Afghan in laying foundation for 

sustainable economic growth in Post 2014, shifting short-term stabilization projects to long-term 

development programs will help Pakistan in providing economic opportunities. And in Pakistan 

it means leveraging resources to address major economic challenges like employment, law and 

order, refugee management, basic necessities and infrastructure development. And in broader 

context, it is a long-term vision for regional economic integration- a new Silk Road that will 

lower trade barriers, create jobs and reinforce political stability and peace. Presently, whatever is 

consumed in Afghanistan the eatables, clothing, lodging etc, more than 80% is imported from 

Pakistan. Now government of Pakistan is focusing and negotiating a way through to CIS 

countries, which is a market of 65 million people, that transit route would be very useful for 

Pakistan, it would be a joint GDP of 336 billion dollars and 65 Million people that is the one of 

the reason that Pakistan support peaceful FATA and Afghanistan to enhance trading.  In short 

lasting economic stability and regional integration goes hand in hand with intact security. 

Infrastructure development in FATA and KPK province will help to bring stability and integrate 

the region within Pakistan and increase the authority of state. Construction of dams in FATA 

would enhance the power generation capacity, and enhance the employment opportunities and 

foreign investment. Water is the major issue in FATA, construction of dams will mitigate the 

risks of flooding. Most Important is to enhance stability in border areas and regions like FATA 
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that are vulnerable to violent extremism that enhances poor governance, underdevelopment and 

regional conflict. Investment in infrastructure, capacity development and community 

stabilization is a vital thing which government should carry out.  International Donors should be 

convinced to open doors to FATA for capacity building, governance, basic education and health 

ventures and employment generation. Law enforcement and justice needs to be strengthened 

strongly keeping in mind transition in Afghanistan post 2014. It should be done widely in FATA, 

KPK and Baluchistan (major connections with Afghanistan).    

 

Access to schools and basic education should be facilitated insistently by international 

facilitators like USAID and many others. Scholarship for FATA students in higher education 

sectors of Pakistan and abroad. Micro-financing opportunities, development of banking channels, 

vocational training opportunities and more integration of FATA with rest of Pakistan should be 

focal subjects. Technical assistance programs focused on governance and transparency, 

budgeting, strategizing should be conducted in these regions to help them in learning the norms 

of documented economy. Pakistan and Afghanistan should work out a plan for joint ventures in 

the mutually beneficial zone. FATA is an important part of Pakistan as it connects Pakistan with 

Afghanistan, a peaceful and progressive Afghanistan is in the benefit of the region especially for 

Pakistan. Every kind of help needs to be extended to Afghanistan but at the same time Pakistan 

should develop FATA region and eradicate militancy. It is high time to develop mutually 

beneficial trade links amongst Pakistan- Afghanistan where FATA is of fundamental importance 

if we have to enhance regional trade and reduce challenges, that is the way forward in the Post 

2014 scenario in the light that we have the capacity and capability to see that how to exploit the 

opportunities which are coming on a way in Afghanistan, in terms of development programs, 

rebuilding Afghanistan and resources exploitation Pakistan business community would have the  

first chance to go there being a neighboring country.  Relations with Afghanistan need to be 

improved and FATA region also need to be controlled and FATA people should be provided by 

the all major facilities.   

 

Ambassador Sadiq Khan  
In discussing post 2014 scenario it is crucial to discuss three major scenarios’ to see what is the 

way ahead, there could either be a statuesque, zero option or a semi-statuesque situation. If the 

US forces stay in Afghanistan, as presently they are staying it’s called statuesque which is not 

going to happened, it’s extremely unlikely because the draw down has begun and Afghanistan 

gradually going through three transitions, the military transition where the US has largely 

handed over the responsibility of security to Afghan national army, the economic transition 

where the Afghan economy is looking at ways to establish a post war economy and find new 

ways of development and revenue for the government and the public,  and the political transition 

which will hopefully complete in June 2014, with the installation of first peaceful transition of 

government in Afghanistan history.  These three transitions naturally do not leave any space for 

the continuation of statuesque set-up. The second possible scenario is a Zero option in which if 

the bilateral security agreement between Afghanistan and US will not signed the American 

leaders hinted that they will go for a zero option in which no US troops will stay in Afghanistan. 

But this is also extremely unlike scenario, because the Afghanistan elites depends on the 

presence of foreign forces to an extent that it’s become a life and death question to them. Hence 

whether the democracies and dictatorships it’s normally the elites who leads the countries and 

the decision making process in the systems.  
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President Ahmad Qarzai, has repeatedly said that, he is not against signing the bilateral security 

agreement, which will institutionalized the longest stay of US troops in Afghanistan, he says 

that, he is against the timing, so essentially in Afghanistan in  the afghan elites across the 

political and ethnic spectrum, a true opposition to sign bilateral security agreement cannot be 

observed. What does the common man thinks that is not very important in the societies, 

particularly societies under transitions like Afghanistan, so the bilateral security agreement is 

likely to be signed in one form or the other and therefore there is a no chance for a zero option.  

This lead to the third option, a Semi-Statuesque, its repeated described as withdrawal of foreign 

forces, but foreign forces are not leaving Afghanistan it’s a drawdown a their numbers are being 

reduced, and there are serious issues in reduction of foreign troops because Afghans will have to 

face bigger challenges after the drawdown of foreign forces. The semi-statuesque also helps and 

attracts Afghan elites (political elites, military elites, business elites, landed gentry, government 

officials) and Afghan elites support the signing of bilateral security agreement, because the stay 

of foreign troops in a small number will benefit them as it will continue the war economy to 

some extent. Since 2002 a general development in Afghanistan can be observed, more roads are 

build, universities are opened, the large number of schools, healthcare, businesses and around 

400 families which were totally benefited from the war economy.       

 

After the US forces withdrawal, the numbers could be drawdown to ten thousand to fifteen 

thousand foreign troops with nine bases, the remaining will be replaced by the defense 

contractors, one hundred thousand defense contractors, the planning is in the making to transfer 

one hundred thousand defense contractors, so the question is that, Is Afghanistan better off with 

sixty thousand foreign troops who are disciplined, under some command, controlled, responsible 

to their governments, responsible to their defense organizations or Afghanistan is better off with 

one hundred thousand defense contractors, running around in the country with guns and not 

responsible to anyone. So actually after the drawdown or withdrawal, a worst situation will be 

observed in Afghanistan and that will be going to be a bigger challenge for Afghanistan and for 

the entire region. The challenges of drawdown are not different form the challenges from the 

presence of foreign forces in Afghanistan, probably in post 2014 we will face the same 

challenges but in different order and intensity. The first challenge will be lack of economic 

opportunities, because from the last twelve years unbelievable amounts of money has come to 

Afghanistan, that will be reduced and it will create problems. Constant instability in Afghanistan 

and in parts of Pakistan would increased the extremism, the extremist ideologies have find a 

place and people started following it or people who accept it as a necessary evil  as they are  

ready to live with by tolerating it. These extremist ideologies are a threat and it’s also a challenge 

in post 2014 scenario.  

 

The issue in Afghanistan-Pakistan relationship in regional context, as long as the world wants to 

hear against anti-Pakistanism, people can be find in Afghanistan, who will obliged the donors, or 

people who are ready to pay for it. Unfortunately, Anti-Pakistanism in Afghanistan has become a 

profession, every single newspaper and TV channel which is engaged in anti-Pakistan 

propaganda is foreign funded. People of Afghanistan endear their donors and speak against 

Pakistan, in post 2014, when there will be less money, people will talk against Pakistan to 

compete other for receiving funding which will increase anti-Pakistanism in Afghanistan. A 

policy adopted by the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif that Pakistan will stay neutral in Afghanistan 



One Day National Conference Report 2014 

 

Peace and stability in FATA: Analyzing policy tools & institutional strengths 33 

 

internal affairs is also a challenge for Pakistan, but in post 2014 maintaining that neutrality will 

become a conflict for Pakistan, if other regional powers decide to use Afghanistan’s land against 

Pakistan and an Afghan government allow those governments to use their land against Pakistan, 

then it will be a challenge for government of Pakistan, how to keep that policy of neutrality intact 

in Phase where the land of neighbor will be used against Pakistan.  Regional balance should not 

be focused it is necessary to look for regional cooperation; if the all countries in region cooperate 

with each other every single country will be benefitted. In the developed regions of the world, all 

countries have looked inward and focused on their own regions; If Pakistan will do that in case 

of Afghanistan also, this region can also become prosperous. Afghanistan should not be looked 

as a bone of contention, if Afghanistan will looked as a project of cooperation, where the region 

will try to work together to develop and educate Afghanistan. For Pakistan how to address Post 

2014 scenario, it is necessary to secure Pak-Afghan border, it should be an open border but it 

should be a regulated border. Presently, 56 thousands Afghans visit Pakistan every day, but 

Pakistan government need to know who is coming and who is going there, if Pakistan 

government will keep the border porous and unregulated essentially it’s being criminalized, most 

of the criticism against Pakistan inside Afghanistan as well as internationally is because of Pak-

Afghan border, so the criminalization of Pak-Afghan border needs to be reversed and the 

government of Pakistan has taken very conscious decisions to regulate and manage this border in 

which  the legitimate visitors on both side will be facilitated while the criminals will be 

discouraged to use border areas and border-crossing for the criminal activities.  

 

Due to shrinking economic opportunities in post 2014 scenario, the possibility of a large influx 

of new refugees is there, as a lot of money and people are coming in Pakistan from Afghanistan, 

if this movement is legal it will benefit both countries but if it’s illegal it will damage Pakistan  

security situation and cause economic loss to Afghanistan. Pakistan has already over 3 million 

refugees and only 1.7 million are register, while the others are illegally living in Pakistan. 

Government of Pakistan permitted refugees to stay in Pakistan till 2015, but this issue needs to 

be focused very carefully in post 2014 scenario. Then it’s a need to develop a Grand National 

Narrative, as presently numerous narratives are observed in Pakistan but we are not able to pick 

any narrative as a national narrative of Pakistan because these narratives are limited and address 

only limited issue by a limited set of people. A Grand National narrative is needed to cope with 

the ideological and intellectual challenges of extremism. We need the economic development as 

it will stop the growth of extremism especially in FATA and Baluchistan.                 

 

Senator Abbas Khan Afridi   
After the incident of 9/11 the people of FATA were globally perceived as terrorists, while people 

of FATA are very patriotic, patient and scarifying towards their nation.  For instance, any issue 

about the disgrace of Pakistan Flag has not been observed in FATA region, before 9/11 incident 

in the region of FATA security forces were not efficiently working, while the tribesmen were 

protecting the border areas of Pakistan. Unfortunately, the FATA region was ignored by previous 

government which remained FATA a black hole for many years. It is globally accepted that 

through the use of guns peace cannot restore and development cannot achieve, there is a time to 

replace guns with development plans. Employment opportunities need to be given to tribal 

people along with access to education and health care services. FATA region has numerous 

natural resources which should be utilized in the development of region, marble, coal and other 

resources. Production of olives can also be started there along with duty free access to all areas. 
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International donors, Ministry of Commerce and other development institutions can contribute in 

establishing industries in FATA region along with providing educational and employment 

opportunities. Women empower plans has also been started in FATA region in which vocational 

training programmes has been started for skill development in traditional embroidery and 

clothing for exporting these items nationally and internationally. It is necessary to create smooth 

circumstances for suitable source of revenue and employment opportunities. Once the suitable 

income resources, educational facilities, progress and streamline will be given to the tribal 

people it will help in mitigating terrorism and militancy in the FATA region. If the basic rights 

will be given to tribesmen, they would work hand in hand with the entire countrymen for the 

progress of Pakistan. The situation in FATA is not atrocious as it is depicted by people and 

shown globally to disrepute FATA region. In past any case of terrorism was related to Waziristan 

and presently any identified case of Polio is pointed towards Waziristan region, as it came from 

that region, we have a 2200 km border area with neighboring country Afghanistan, while in the 

entire area no other polio case was highlighted, however later on that report proved fake. It is 

necessary to pass just authentic information. People of FATA are very talented if all basic and 

civil rights will be given to tribesmen by government they will contribute in the development of 

Pakistan. Youth of FATA are very nationalists and partisan they love Pakistan and want to 

develop their region, it is necessary for government institutes, civil societies and International 

donors to focus on the development tribal areas. Trading system in FATA region needs to be re-

established and legal trading should be introduced in the region for national prosperity.  

Presently, seven cadet colleges, a university and sports complexes are opening soon within 

FATA region by government of Pakistan. If these efforts will keep on by government of Pakistan 

the day is not away when FATA will became a well-to-do part of Pakistan.  

 

Engineer Khurrum Dastgir  
People of FATA deserves our heartiest appreciation and thanks for being stead fast Pakistani’s, 

they resilience in phase of difficult circumstances , and people of FATA are served very ably by 

their representatives especially in raising  voice of tribal people at every forum nationally and 

internationally which boards well for the future of FATA.  As these representatives are ensuring 

that FATA becomes part of government’s TNA and a part of its vision, that is the first task 

government of Pakistan encountered. After the incident of 9/11 federally administrated tribal 

areas were seen through the lens of extremism and FATA was considered as a refugee of 

radicalism, but the government of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has changed this lens and we see 

FATA through a new lens of socio-economic development and FATA a valuable trade corridor. 

It is a Prime Minister larger vision that Pakistan must trade with its neighbors in east and west 

north and south. As it has seen that first visit of Prime Minister was to China, where that all 

important trade corridor from Gawadar port was mooted and now it is in the process of being 

built, later on he visited Afghanistan Iran and geared up a panel for normalizing relations with 

India in which Engineer Khurrum Dastgir is crucially involved. Particularly on the western side 

2200 km Afghanistan border with Pakistan goes to FATA where a future of Pakistan’s western 

trade resides, the current government of Pakistan already signed The CASA 1000 project which 

will bring electricity from Tajikistan to Pakistan and gas through Afghanistan and FATA by 

TAPI Gas pipeline agreement, so the regional connectivity is already being seriously perused and 

for this connectivity to succeed a peaceful and stable Afghanistan is required and internal task 

for Pakistan is a peaceful and stable FATA. FATA being despite the constitutional anomies is 

very much Pakistani soil and it is required for current government to move forward on very 
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serious and long reaching reforms especially in political setup, how it is to be governed should 

be correctly pointed out and what kind of economy would be created, after achieving a peace in 

FATA region.  In that vision of development and FATA fits in that vision of economic 

development and trade. The commerce Ministry of Pakistan is working to ensure the developed 

trade intra-structure through Wagha, Recently, secretary commerce was in Torkham to look at 

the road that connects Peshawar to Torkham, monitor available facilities and graved issues of 

land equitation and what kind of new facilities needs to be extended. Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 

with cooperation of Ministry of Commerce has began work on a new land ports authority 

legislation which the government of Pakistan also hope to apply at Torkham which will create a 

21st century land port at Torkham. Another 21st century land port at Chaman which is another 

crossing point, while the third crossing point being considered is the eastern crossing point of 

Wagha with India. The idea is that we have so many agencies working simultaneously at the 

border that we need to bring them into coordination with a support of 21st century IT backup 

would create truly world class infra-structure. There are great opportunities of development 

available; it’s the responsibility of state to grab them through regulatory reforms, legal reforms, 

and economic reforms plus through structured trade infra-structure to people of FATA. As 

people of FATA are great traders, it is necessary to brought them into the frame work of 

Pakistan’s laws and regulations and enable to provide them opportunity to use their creative 

trading minds within the ambit of Pakistan laws, so that they can play their lawful and true part 

by making their great contribution to Pakistan’s prosperity through a vigorous trade on 

Pakistan’s western border.         

  

Concluding Remarks by Guest of Honor  
 
Ambassador Jesper Moller Sorensen, Royal Danish Embassy 
I have been in Pakistan for almost a year now, before coming here, I heard about FATA  stories 

of militancy and terrorism since I arrived, I also learned pleasant stories about the lands, history 

and traditions of tribal people from my Pakistani friends. This is surely the FATA which we all 

like to see, I have tried to travel as much as possible during my time here in Pakistan, but I must 

admit that and I would like to say sorry that I have not been yet to FATA but I would like to see 

FATA with my own eyes and visiting the beautiful towns of Wana, Tirah and Bajaur, about I 

heard a lot. Denmark has been supporting the people of Pakistan since 2010 with a development 

assistance program; most of our interventions are focused on KPK, Baluchistan and especially on 

FATA. We are the active member of multi-donor trust fund through his program we are 

supporting education reconstruction, economic development and civil state trust building. We 

also have a strong emphasis on education especially on primary education, in which we have a 

special emphasis on girl’s education. In collaboration with UNICEF we have rehabilitated more 

600 schools and supported more hundred and sixty thousand students. We also have supported 

safety trainings for journalist’s reporting form our focused areas (KPK, Baluchistan and FATA) 

as well as we supported national media trainings on joint peace initiatives. We recently doubled 

the funding for Pakistan for the next three years. We fully recognized that the people of Pakistan 

has suffered more from terrorism than perhaps any other nation, it is so important to find 

solutions to peace and prosperity and this is particularity true for FATA. It is important that 

vibrant economic activities are created in FATA these are most important to the consultation of 

the peace and it is also the best prevention to curb militant’s influence of the youth. We will 

support reconstruction, address in ecology and create environments that will bring sustainable 
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economic transformation and provide employment growth. Pakistan has excellent trade 

opportunities with Afghanistan especially through FATA; I was posted in the beautiful country 

of Afghanistan for one and half year, so I fully appreciate the closely linked economy of 

Afghanistan and FATA and of course the histories of both. If only Pakistan and Afghanistan 

work on the mutual economic potentials it will give economic boost in FATA and in 

Afghanistan. We will definitely continue our development assistance to Afghanistan in the years 

to come, we are not quitting; Afghanistan received the largest part of funding from Denmark 

than any other country of the world. I am hopeful, while listening to the distinguished speaker’s; 

I was impressed by the range of opportunities lying before the people of FATA in terms of 

business, trade and the education, as combined they have an enormous potential FATA to bring 

FATA forward progress and prosperity. We need to include FATA in the mainstream society and 

economy, we need to look at the opportunities within FATA only then we can find solution. It 

has been our excellent cooperation with FRC we had over the last couple of years, thank you 

very much for the cooperation and thank you for the invitation to coming out here.   

Questions  
 

The progression process of FATA needs special attention of federal government, as the previous 

president didn’t visit tribal areas, what is the strategy of president Nawaz sharif, who is visiting 

around numerous countries the globe, is he planning to visit FATA in his period of regime.  To 

bring FATA into mainstream it is fundamental to amend article 247 of the constitution, the 

question from Ministers why they are focusing firstly on establishing international trading route 

over ports within FATA by paying no heed to pass bill of amending article 247 which is already 

passed by supreme court and high court. As there is a need of basic fundamental rights, the 

separation of administration and judiciary in FATA region. People of FATA at first want peace 

in the region rather than roads and international trading ports. What is the role of Pakistan 

government in the Afghan elections, as it is crucial for government of Pakistan to reside at 

distance from the electoral process of Afghanistan, but to focus on trading and economic agenda 

to overcome the political differences and to strengthen Pak-Afghan relations through prosperity 

increased in both neighboring countries. What are the opportunities for women in trade and 

business in post 2014 scenario in FATA, as the present government is majorly focusing on the 

elected representatives of Federally Administrated Areas to determine what kind of intervention 

is desired by the tribal people, which can help to classify the demanded women entrepreneurship 

in tribal areas. It is necessary to improve the governance of FATA by the government of Pakistan 

to bring the tribal region into the mainstream of country.   
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Recommendations 
 

 Law enforcement and justice needs to be strengthened strongly to eradicate extremists from 

FATA keeping in mind transition in Afghanistan post 2014 scenario. Trading system in 

FATA region needs to be re-established and legal trading should be introduced in the region 

for national prosperity.   

 Micro-financing opportunities, development of banking channels, vocational training 

opportunities and more integration of FATA with rest of Pakistan should be central concern 

for government of Pakistan  

 Technical assistance programs focused on governance and transparency, budgeting, 

strategizing should be conducted in these regions to help tribal people in learning the norms 

of documented economy. 

 Regional cooperation needs to be focused for the entire prosperity and development rather 

than paying attention towards regional balance and Afghanistan would be consider as a 

project of cooperation not merely suppose as a bone of contention.  

 International donors, Ministry of Commerce and other development institutions can 

contribute in establishing industries in FATA region along with providing educational and 

employment opportunities 

 Pak-Afghan border, it should be an open border but it should be a regulated border; the 

criminalization of Pak-Afghan border needs to be overturned. Illegal trade of arms and 

narcotics, transit trade to Afghanistan through Pakistan needs to be controlled along with 

legalizing the trade of other goods.  

 A Grand National narrative is needed to cope with the ideological and intellectual 

challenges of extremism. Moreover, it is necessary to create smooth circumstances for 

suitable source of revenue and employment opportunities.  

 Need of long-term planning for regional economic integration to lower the trade barriers, 

create jobs and reinforce political stability and peace. The economic development will 

contribute in impeding the growth of extremism in the country and especially in FATA.               

 Construction of dams in FATA to enhance the power generation capacity, improve the 

employment opportunities and foreign investment along with mitigating the risks of floods. 

 Employment opportunities need to be given to tribal people along with access to education 

and health care services. FATA region has numerous natural resources which should be 

utilized in the development of region, marble, coal and other resources. 

 Government should carry out investment in infrastructure, capacity development and 

community stabilization for developing FATA. Access to schools and basic education 

should also be facilitated insistently by international facilitators like UNDP.  

  International Donors should be convinced by government of Pakistan to open doors to 

FATA for capacity building, governance, basic education and health ventures and 

employment generation. Scholarships should be given to FATA students in higher 

education sectors of Pakistan and abroad.  
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Conclusion  
  
Great opportunities of development available within FATA; it’s the responsibility of state to grab 

them through regulatory reforms, legal reforms, and economic reforms and through structured 

trade infra-structure to people of FATA. Promoting trade, business, arts and culture is essential 

to defeating extremism in the Federally Administrated Areas (FATA). As the wave of militancy 

and violence in FATA has become ever more complex with time, which created insecurity and 

lawlessness along with lack of opportunities and economic crisis. Mutually beneficial trade links 

amongst Pakistan-Afghanistan needs to be develop to enhance regional trade and reduce 

challenges, it’s the way forward in the Post 2014 scenario to exploit the forthcoming economic  

opportunities in Afghanistan,  rebuilding Afghanistan and for resources exploitation Pakistan 

business community needs to go there at first being a neighboring country. Pakistan and 

Afghanistan government needs to establish a mutual legal trading system to boost the economy 

of both neighboring countries and to strengthen their relationship. Regional cooperation is 

crucial for the regional development as the atmosphere of co-operation would reduce 

competition and create a win-win situation for all countries in the region. FATA has grand 

potentials for trade and business activities as historically the region served as great trade route 

between Central Asia, South and South East Asia, mutual cooperation among Pakistan and 

Afghanistan can play role in the prosperity and development of both countries. For developing 

FATA commercialization of indigenous resources is necessary and adjoining areas of 

Afghanistan will provide people earning opportunities at local level as Afghanistan offers a great 

market to Pakistan goods and human resources.  

Global image of FATA (land of terrorists, extremists) needs to be changed through Grand 

National narratives for eradicating insurgency and opening a way to actual prosperity of the 

country. International and local investments plus foreign donors can contribute in establishing 

industries in FATA region along with providing educational and employment opportunities. 

Efficient law enforcement and justice system in FATA along with economic reform would 

strong the writ of government and wipe out the militants from tribal areas. The FCR should be 

amended to make ground feasible for regulatory regimes for Commerce, Trade & Industries 

within tribal belt. Government should focus on supporting reconstruction, redressing inequality 

and create conducive environment that will bring sustainable economic transformation, provide 

employment and foster hope. As people of FATA are great traders, it is necessary to brought 

them into the frame work of Pakistan’s laws and regulations for business flourishing in FATA 

free loans without interest must be given through Banks in order to establish the business for 

themselves and to improve their living standard. 
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Annexure  

Annexure- A 
Speakers profiles 

 Names of Speakers Details 

 

 

Speaker’s of Conference Session I 

1 Mr Tariq Pervez 

Former DG  

National Counter Terrorism  

Agency (NACTA)                  

Mr. Tariq Parvez belongs to the Police Service of Pakistan                             

in 2004; he was awarded Sitara-i-Imtiaz by the Government of 

Pakistan for his efforts in counter-terrorism. Mr. Tariq Pervez 

served as the Director General of Pakistan’s Federal Investigation 

Agency from 2005 till the end of 2008. He got appointed as 

the National Coordinator of Counter Terrorism Authority     

 resigned on 21 July 2010.Presently he is affiliated with Institute 

of Policy Reforms in advisory board of think tank.  

 

2 Retd. Air Marshal Sayed Qaiser Hussain 

 Defense Analyst 

Ex-Acting Chief of Air Staff & Former Ambassador of Pakistan to 

UAE (United Arab Emirates). He also served as a Chairman of 

Pakistan Business Pakistan Business Council News Item, The 

Pakistan Squash Federation President and a President at Ski 

Federation of Pakistan. He was an independent Candidate from 

NA-37 (Parachinar-Kurram Agency) in General Election, 2013    

 

 

Speaker’s of Conference Session II 
3 Ms Ayesha Gulalai Wazir 

Member National Assembly 

Ms Ayesha Gulalai Wazir is a  Pakistani activist-politician and 

the Member of National Assembly representing Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf on a reserved seat for women. Prior to joining PTI, Ayesha 

has served as the Chief Coordinator of the Pakistan People’s 

Party for the Federally Administered Tribal Areas, and was also 

briefly part of All Pakistan Muslim League 

 

4 Dr. Manzoor Khan Afridi 

 Assistant Professor 

 International Islamic University 

Islamabad 

Dr. Manzoor Afridi is an Assistant Professor and Head of the 

Department in the Department of Politics and International 

Relations, Faculty of Social Sciences, International Islamic 

University Islamabad Pakistan. 

 

5 Mr Haroon Rashid 

 Journalist and Editor 

 BBC World Service 

He is presently looking after BBC Urdu Service operation in 

Pakistan. He was awarded by BBC World Service as a ‘Best 

Reporter’ in 2007 for coverage of tribal regions/militancy. He 

extensively covered the war in Afghanistan. He conducted 

exclusive interviews of militant leaders in the tribal region. He 

also covered the Iraq war for the BBC from Jordan. 
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Speaker’s of Conference Session III 

6 Ambassador Jesper M. Sorensen 

 Royal Danish Embassy, Pakistan 

Ambassador Jesper Moller Sorensen took up his post as 

Ambassador to Pakistan on August 1, 2013. Before arriving in 

Islamabad, Ambassador Sorensen was Head of Department, Trade 

and Economic Analysis Unit in the Trade Council at the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs in Copenhagen. From April 2010 to August 

2011, Ambassador Sorensen also served as Deputy Head of 

Mission at the Danish Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, where he 

had the overall responsibility for political and political-military 

issues and security. Ambassador Sorensen served for many 

outstanding positions after starting his Foreign Service career in 

1997 in the office responsible for EU enlargement. 

 

7 Khurram Dastgir Khan  
Federal Minister for Commerce 

Engr. Khuram Dastgir Khan was Pakistan co-Chair of the 

Pakistan-India Parliamentary Dialogue held in New Delhi in 

August 2012. During the 2008-13 Parliament, Engr. Khurram 

Dastgir Khan earned distinction as Chair of the Standing 

Committee on Commerce and as a member of the Public Accounts 

Committee and the Special Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir. 

Engr. Khuram Dastgir Khan is currently Central Deputy Secretary 

Information of the PMN-L Party. As Minister for Commerce, 

Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan spearheaded the successful effort in 

economic diplomacy to obtain GSP+ trade preferences for 

Pakistan from the European Union. He holds the responsibility for 

parliamentary business of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Minister 

Khuram Dastgir Khan has also served in the Ministry of Science & 

Technology and the Ministry of Privatisation as well as Chairman, 

Privatisation Commission.  

 

8 Senator Abbas Khan Afridi 

 Federal Minister for Textile Industry 

Senator Abbas Khan Afridi is a Pakistani Politician and a Member 

of upper house of Pakistan Parliament currently serving as Federal 

Minister of Textile Industry in Prime Minister Nawaz 

Sharif's cabinet. He was elected to the Senate of Pakistan in March 

2009 as an Independent candidate. He was a member of Senate 

Standing Committees on Rules of Procedures and Privileges, 

Science and Technology, Water and Power, Finance Committee, 

Parliamentary Affairs, Defense Production.  

 

 

9 Sadiq Khan 

 Secretary to the National Security 

Division, Pakistan 

A career diplomat, Ambassador Mohammad Sadiq is presently 

serving as an administrative head of the Secretariat of the Cabinet 

Committee on National Security (CCNS). Mr Sadiq is an 

experienced diplomat who served as spokesperson of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs prior to his appointment as ambassador to 

Afghanistan in December 2008. He has been assigned key 

diplomatic posts in Beijing, Brussels and was deputy head of 

mission in Washington in 1998-2000. 
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10 Zubair Mauti wala 

 President  

Pak Afghan Chambers of Commerce  

and Industries 

 

Muhammad Zubair Motiwala, is the newly elected president of 

Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI). Mr. Zubair, 

a prominent industrialist, has played an outstanding role for 

strengthening the national economy especially for promoting 

industrialization in the country. He served the business community 

in various capacities throughout his illustrious career as one of the 

leading representatives from the industrial sector. Mr. Zubair is the 

Managing Director of Diamond Textile (Pvt.) Ltd at Site Industrial 

Area. In 1996-9, Mr.  Zubair was elected as the chairman of SITE 

Association of Industry, which is the largest industrial area of 

Pakistan. Having special skills and interests in textile processing 

sector, he carries the honor to be elected as the Chairman of All 

Pakistan Textile Processing Mills Association (Central) during the 

same period. Mr. Zubair was taken as the member of Prime 

Minister's Committee on Textile and Exports in 1996. Earlier he 

was elected as senior vice chairman of SITE Association of 

Industry and All Pakistan Textile Processing Mills Association 

during 1990-92 and 1991-93 respectively. He led Pakistan trade 

delegations abroad on various occasions. . He was the leader of the 

delegation of APTMA and SITE Association to participate the 

exhibition at Mumbai, India in 1996. He was the member of Prime 

Minister's delegation to Malaysia in 1996. He also served the 

industrial sector as the Chairman of the Council of Karachi 

Industrial Associations during 1997-98.  
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                                                                          Annexure-B  
Agenda Session I 
 
 

National Conference [roundtable] on  

Pakistan National Counterterrorism Strategy [hardcore]: Focus, approaches and way forward 

 

Date:  May 20, 2014 

Timings:  09:00 AM to 10:45 AM 

Venue:  Kehkashan Hall- II, Serena Hotel, Islamabad 
Contact: 051-2112853-4, 03335513271 (Nawaf Khan) 

 

Guest Speakers 

1. Mr Tariq Pervez, former DG National Counter Terrorism Agency (NACTA)  

2. Retd. Air Marshal Sayed Qaiser Hussain, Defense Analyst 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Timing 

Arrival of Guests and Registration 09:00 –09:30 AM 

Welcome& Opening remarks by Dr. Ashraf Ali, President FATA 

Research Centre 
09:30 – 09:40 AM 

Introduction (Issue/Topic and speakers) by Hassan Khan  09:40 – 09:45 AM 

National Counterterrorism Strategy: A way forward to counter 

terrorism by  Mr Tariq Pervez 
09:45 – 09:55 AM 

Nature of conflict determine policy tools: Local perspective by  

Mr Qaisar Husain  
09:55 – 10:01 AM 

Discussion (Qs, As and Comments) 10:15 – 10:40 AM 

Concluding remarks 10:40 – 10:45 AM 

Hi Tea 10:45 – 11:00 AM 
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Agenda Session II 
 

National Conference [roundtable] on 

National Counterterrorism Strategy: Discussing soft policy tools for peace building in FATA 

 

Date:  May 20, 2014 

Timings:  11:15 AM to 12:55 PM 

Venue:  Kehkashan Hall- II, Serena Hotel, Islamabad  
Contact: 051-2112853-4, 03335513271 (Nawaf Khan) 

 

Guest Speakers 

1. Ms Ayesha Gulalai Wazir, Member National Assembly 

2. Dr. Manzoor Khan Afridi, Assistant Professor, International Islamic University Islamabad 

3. Mr Haroon Rashid, Journalist and Editor, BBC World Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Timing 

Introduction (Issue/Topic and speakers) by moderator 11:15 – 11:30 AM 

Peace building through cultural revival: Discussing the role of local 

community and institutions in FATA by Dr. Manzoor Khan Afridi 
11:30 – 11:40 AM 

Defining the Role of Media and Civil Society in the changing regional 

scenario by  Mr. Haroon Rashid 
11:40 – 11:50 AM 

Democratization of FATA: Strengthening Political and Democratic 

Institutions for promoting awareness against extremist ideas by  

Ayesha Gulalai Wazir 

11:50 – 12:00 PM 

Discussion (Qs & As, Comments) 12:00 – 12:35 PM 

Concluding remarks  12:40 – 12:55 PM 

Lunch  01:00 – 02:00 PM 
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 Agenda Session III 
 
Pakistan in Post 2014 Geo-political Regional Scenario: Exploiting Trade and business potential for 

peace building in FATA 

 

Date:  May 20, 2014 

Timings:  02:00 PM to 03:40 PM 

Venue:  Kehkashan Hall-I, Serena Hotel, Islamabad  
Contact: 051-2112853-4, 03335513271 (Nawaf Khan) 

 

Guest Speakers; 

1. Khurram Dastgir Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce 

2. Abbas Khan Afridi, Federal Minister for Textile Industry 

3. Sadiq Khan, Secretary to the National Security Division, Pakistan 

4. Zubair Mauti wala, President Pak Afghan Chambers of Commerce and Industries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Timing  

Presentation of the Overview of FRC work by Hasan Khan 02:00 – 02:10 PM 

Introduction (Issue/Topic and speakers) by Dr. Ashraf 02:10 – 02:20 PM 

Potential of trade and businesses in FATA and Afghanistan: A step 

towards peace building in the region by Zubair Mautiwala 
02:20 – 02:30 PM 

Impact of US withdrawal on regional Balance of Power: Pakistan’s 

challenges defining its national interest by Sadiq Khan 
02:30 – 02:40 PM 

Prospects of sustainable peace through commercialization of 

indigenous resources in FATA  Abbas Khan Afridi 
02:40 – 02:50 PM 

Business and trade: A government policy towards peace and 

development in the region [FATA] by Khurram Dastgir Khan 
02:50 – 03:00 PM 

Qs, As and Comments  03:00 - 03:30 PM 

Concluding Remarks by His excellency Ambassador Jesper M. 

Sorensen, Royal Danish Embassy, Pakistan 

03:30 – 03:40 PM 

Hi Tea 03:40 PM 
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Annexure-C 
    Glimpses of the event  
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Annexure-D 
Media Coverage  
 

1. Dawn News  
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2. Associated Press Club of Pakistan (APP)  
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3. BBC Urdu  
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4. Daily Times  
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5. Pakistan Observer  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



One Day National Conference Report 2014 

 

Peace and stability in FATA: Analyzing policy tools & institutional strengths 51 

 

 

 

6.   Khyber News  
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7. The News  
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8. Online International Network  
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9. Official News.PK 
 

 
 

 

 
 


