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About FATA Research Centre
FATA Research Centre (FRC) is a non-partisan, non-political and non-governmental research
organisation based in Islamabad. It is the first ever think-tank that specifically focuses on the
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan in its entirety. The purpose of establishing
the FRC is to create a better understanding about the conflict in FATA among the concerned stake
holders through undertaking independent, impartial and objective research and analysis. The FRC
endeavors to create awareness among all segments of the Pakistani society and the government
to jointly strive for a peaceful, tolerant and progressive FATA.
Biannual Security Report AFGHANISTAN
The Afghanistan Security Report reviews recent trends in conflict in Afghanistan such as the
number and type of militant attacks, tactics and strategies used by the militants and the resultant
casualties. The objective of this security report is to outline and categorize all forms of violent
extremism in the area, role of militant groups and the scale of militant activities. This report is
the result of regular monitoring of militant and counter-militant activities, employing primary and
secondary sources. The Centre collects data from the field through its field researchers working
in all the five provinces of Afghanistan, and also consults reliable secondary sources to ensure the
quality and veracity of its research. However, it also faces certain limitations since the area under
discussion is undergoing counter-militancy operations and imposition of curfew, militant and
counter-militant attacks sometimes restricts the mobility of our field staff. Thus, the number of
actual occurrences of violent acts may be greater than those being reported here.
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Glossary
Insurgent Attacks: Indiscriminate use of violence by militant outfits. The militant outfits are
mainly Afghan Taliban, IMU, ETIM, Al Qaida, Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and its various
offshoots and splinter groups like Mahsud Taliban of Khan Said group, Jamaatul Ahrar (JA) of
Omar Khalid and Majlis-e-Askari; Lashkar-e Islam (LI), Ansar-ul-Islam (AI);Jamaat al-Qaeda alJihad, Uzbek militants of Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. All the above mentioned groups
employ suicide attacks, beheadings, target killings, ambushes and improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), destruction ofpublic property, CD/video shops etc.
Counter-Militant Attacks: Large-scale military operations launched by security forces and
paramilitary troops against militants in Afghanistan in order to restore law and order and
establish the writ of the state. This category includes military offensives, search and destroy
operations, intelligence-based operations (IBOs),air attacks employing fighter jets, helicopter
gunships and drones.
Security Forces: This include NATO forces, Afghan National Army, and Police.
Infightings: Clashes among rival militant groups.
Inter and intra-tribal clashes: Clashes or feuds reported between tribes, clans and families
in Afghanistan.
Bomb Blasts: The category of bomb blasts include attacks involving explosives such as
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) in the shape of landmine blasts, roadside blasts, remote
controlled bomb blasts, human-borne improvised explosive device (HBIED) and vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device (VBIED).
Total Number of Casualties: The sum of total killed and injured in Afghanistan due to
militant and counter-militant activities.
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Chapter 1
Introduction
Profile of Afghanistan
Afghanistan is a land locked country, home to the ethnic groups of Pashtuns and Persians. It
shares its eastern border with Pakistan: the Durand line. The two countries hold periodic
meetings to discuss the boundary alignment. From 1839, to the year 1919, the country fought
Anglo-Afghan wars. Till 1919, the country was a buffer zone between the Russian Empire and
the British Empire in the subcontinent. King Amanullah, after victory in the third Anglo Afghan
war made an attempt to modernize the country which failed and caused civil unrest in the
country. In 1979, however, Afghanistan was invaded by Russia which resulted in a long, lethal
war (Grau & Cress, 2002). The USSR left Afghanistan in 1989 and subsequent civil wars
followed in the country. Eventually, the country fell in the hands of Taliban in 1996 who were
religious extremists and were against any kind of modernization in the country. After the
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2011, United States along with Anti-Taliban Northern Alliance
toppled the Taliban government in Afghanistan (Dale, 2011). In 2004, Afghanistan had her first
democratically elected President, Hamid Karzai who was re-elected for a second term as well.
In 2014, Ashraf Ghani became the Afghan president. The US led war in Afghanistan ended
officially on December 28, 2014(Time, 2014). However, a portion of U.S Army and NATO-led
troops continue to be in the country under the name of Resolute Support Mission in order to
help the military and economy of Afghanistan which has suffered greatly due to political and
social unrest as it depends on foreign aid for sustenance.

Methodology
The FRC research team collects information and data from both primary and secondary
sources and presents its analysis on the security issues regarding Pakistan (with separate
focus on FATA and settled areas of Pakistan) and Afghanistan. FRC’s internal database, daily
monitoring of more than a dozen English and Urdu newspapers, periodicals, magazines,
monitoring and reviews of locally distributed literature, and data collected from government
sources contributes to compilation of this work. Additionally an up-to-date archive system at
the FRC is consulted for authenticity and reference to important events.
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Chapter 2
Security Overview in Afghanistan 1st Half 2016
Afghanistan has been the hub of terrorism during the last two decades. Since the emergence
of Taliban in late 90’s, the country has faced millions of casualties and thousands of high-profile
militant attacks on its civilians and government institutions. The on-going decade has added
but another enemy to the state of Afghanistan, called Islamic State of Khurasan a.k.a Daesh.
The graphs below illustrate the total number of insurgency incidents that took place in Afghanistan
during the first half of 2016- January till June.
Insurgent Attacks in Afghanistan
First Half 2016
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There were total of 503 insurgency incidents that occurred during the first half of the year. Out of
the 503 insurgency incidents, 198 were militant attacks on civilians (39 percent of the total insurgent
attacks), 119 were militant attacks on Afghan Local Police (24 percent of the total insurgent attacks),
106 were militant attacks on Afghan National Army (21 percent of the total insurgent attacks), NATO
forces suffered five militant attacks (1 percent of the total insurgent attacks), 31 were militant
infightings (six percent of total insurgent attacks), 35 abductions (seven percent of the total
insurgent attacks) while nine were cross border attacks by militants accounting for two percent of
the total insurgent attacks during the outgoing first half of 2016.
To counter the escalating insurgent activities in the country, Afghan security forces with the help of
Resolute Mission are conducting intensive military operations across the country. During the outgoing
half – January to June of 2016, 763 counter insurgency activities were carried out in 32 provinces of
the country which accounts for 60 percent of the total insurgency and counter insurgency incidents.
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Out of the 763 counter militancy incidents, 594 (78 percent of the total Counter Insurgency incidents)
were Ground Operations conducted by Afghan National Army in coordination with Afghan Local
Police, 117 (17 percent) were Air Strikes while 52 (15 percent) were Drone Strikes against
insurgents.
The graph below shows that the first half of 2016 marked a phase of utmost violence in Afghanistan
where, 1266 insurgency and counter-insurgency incidents occurred across the country in which, a
total of 15,540 casualties occurred. 9,687 persons were killed while injuries were inflicted upon
another 5,853. Taliban insurgents suffered 69% of the total casualties caused across the country
during the said period. 10,742 casualties were wreaked upon them out of which, 7,162 were killings
and another 3,580 were injuries.

Nature of Casualties
Afghanistan
1st Half 2016

Nature of Casualties Afghanistan
1st Quarter 2016
Total

9875

Police 421

283

ANA 341

204

NATO

1

Civilians 584
ISIK 1366
Taliban

6052

3%
1%

4%
Taliban

14%

ISIK
Civilians

12
11%

1575

NATO
68%

398

ANA
Police

7162

3580

Next to this, 14% of the total casualties to have occurred were those of Civilians; 584 killings and
1,575 injuries caused to them add up to a total of 2,159 casualties. Islamic State of Khorasan (ISK) terrorists suffered 1,764 casualties during these six months which amounts up to 11% of the total
number. 1,366 ISK militants were eliminated while another 398 were wounded. Afghan Local Police
suffered 704 (5% of the total casualties) while Afghan National Army suffered total of 545 casualties
(4% of the total casualties).
The least number of casualties were caused to NATO forces: one killing and 12 injuries in three
separate incidents in Nangarhar, Badghis, and Helmand provinces.
The province of Nangarhar, where intensive military operation against Islamic State of Khorasan
(ISK) and Afghan Taliban is going on, remained the most disturbed province of Afghanistan during
the First six months of 2016. There were total of 201 incidents, among which 61 were insurgency
incidents (19 attacks on civilians, one on NATO, 12 on ALP, seven on ANA, 12 Group Infightings
among the militants, five Cross Border Attacks, and five cases of Abduction) while 140 were counter
insurgency incidents (72 Ground Operation, 40 Aerial Strikes and 28 Drone Strikes).
Helmand follows as it suffered the 2nd highest number of insurgency and counter insurgency
incidents as well as casualties during the Firsts six months of the year 2016. There had been a sum
of 110 (36 Insurgency and 74 counter insurgency) incidents that occurred in the province. Out of
the insurgency incidents, there were nine attacks on civilians, seven attacks on ANA, 19 attacks on
ALP while one case of abduction was recorded. The counter insurgency incidents included 61 Ground
Operations, 12 Aerial Strikes and one Drone Strike.
Kunduz is the 3rd province that suffered the most incidents during the First six months of the year
2016. A total of 96 (32 insurgency and 64 counter insugency) incidents were recorded. The
insurgency incidents included nine attacks on civilians, 12 on ANA, three attacks on ALP and eight
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abductions were recorded. The Counter insurgency incidents included 49 Ground Operations, eight
Aerial Strikes and seven Drone Strikes. Ghazni follows as the next province with largest number of
insugency and counter insurgency incidents. There had been 24 insurgency related incidents (five
attacks on civilians, seven attacks on ANA, eight attacks on ALP, one Infighting among the militants
and three cases of Abduction) while 42 Ground Operations, three Aerial Strikes and one drone strike
were conducted by the Security Forces against militants.
Security situation in Kandahar also presented a bleak picture. 27 (11 attacks on Civilians, seven
attacks on ANA, eight attacks on ALP, and one Abduction) were insurgency incidents, and 32 (28
Ground Operations, two Air Strikes and two Drone Strikes) were counter insurgency incidents, which
sum up to a total of 59 militancy and counter militancy incidents in the province during the first six
months of 2016. The capital of Afghanistan, Kabul also suffered some major insurgency and counter
insurgency incidents. There were total of 59 insurgency and counter insurgency incidents during the
first six months of 2016. There had been 38 insurgency related incidents (30 attacks on Civilians,
one attack on NATO, three attacks on ANA, three attacks on ALP and one abduction) whereas 21
Ground Operations were conducted by the Afghan Security Forces to counter rising tide of insurgency
in the area.
Similarly, a large number of insurgency and counter insurgency incidents, as well as casualties were
recorded in the province of Baghlan during the said period. 57 incidents occurred out of which 13
(six attacks on Civilians, three on ANA, three attacks on ALP and one infighting among the militants)
were militancy incidents and 44 (40 Ground Operations and four Air Strikes) were counter militancy
incidents.
The province of Uruzgun also suffered 49 violent incidents during the first four months of 2016.
There had been 20 insurgency incidents (three attacks on Civilians, 11 attacks on ANA, and six
attacks on ALP), whereas 26 Ground Operations and three Aerial Strikes were conducted by the
Afghan Security Forces to counter insurgency. The security situation in Kunar also remained
disturbed during the first four months of 2016 as there were total of 44 insurgency and counter
insurgency incidents. Out of these incidents, 23 were insurgency related incidents: eight attacks on
Civilians, six attacks on ANA, four attacks on ALP, one Cross Border Attack, three infightings and
one case of abduction. 21 (15 Ground Operations, three Aerial Strikes and three Drone Strikes) were
counter militancy incidents.
Herat follows with 41 militancy and counter militancy incidents, out of which 16 were insurgency
incidents (six attacks on Civilians, three attack on ANA, two on ALP, one Cross Border Attack, three
infightings between militants and 1 abduction), while 25 were counter militancy incidents (23
Ground Operations and two Air Strikes).
Next comes the province of Logar with 15 insurgency (nine attacks on civilians, three on ANA, one
attack on ALP and two abductions) and 23 counter insurgency (22 Ground Operations and one Drone
Strike) incidents, followed by Zabul with 17 insurgency (four attacks on civilians, three on ANA, nine
on ALP and one incident of infighting) and 19 counter insurgency (15 Ground Operations, two Aerial
Strikes and two Drone Strikes) incidents respectively. Paktika follows with total of 30 (11 insurgency
and 19 counter insurgency) violent incidents.
The province of Jawzjan also faced 28 incidents related to insurgency and counter insurgency,
followed by Farah, Paktiya, Sar-i-Pul, Badakhshan, Takhar, Kapisa, Parwan, Khost and Wardak faced
26, 26, 24,23, 23, 22, 22, 22 and 21 insurgency and counter insurgency incidents respectively.
Samangan, Nooristan, Laghman, Bamyan, Ghor and Badghis also faced a nominal number of
insurgency and counter insurgency incidents as well as casualties.

Mapping Armed Non-state Actors in Afghanistan
Overall, Afghan Taliban, Haqqani Network, Pakistani Taliban, and Islamic State of Khurasan (ISK)
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remained active participants in all violent incidents which occurred across Afghanistan during the
first six months of 2016. 1,315 ISK militants were killed while 383 were injured in Nangarhar, and
27 were killed in Helmand. Other casualties of IS-K militants were reported in Nooristan, Herat,
Paktika, Ghazni, Wardak and Khost. This indicates their presence in these regions.

Furthermore, in wake of the intensive military operations being carried out in Pakistan’s Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), adjacent to Afghanistan, a number of Pakistani Taliban have
moved to Nangarhar, Khost, Paktika, Paktia, Kunar, and Nooristan provinces of Afghanistan where
they are currently operating. These militants belong to Hakeemullah group of TTP, Majlis-e- Askari
of TTP, Lashker-e-Islami, Hafiz Gul Bahadar group of North Waziristan Agency (NWA), and Khan
Said Group (Mehsud Taliban).

In rest of the provinces, however, Afghan Taliban remained very active. They carried out multiple
attacks on civilians, security forces and, police forces in Kabul, Nangarhar, Faryab, Helmand,
Kandahar, Kunar, and other provinces. Among the Afghan Taliban groups, the Rasool group led by
Mullah Muhammad Rasool Akhund is very active as compared to other militant groups which include
Jabah-e-Qariha (military wing of Jundullah), Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), Haqqani
Network, Hizb-e-Islam, and Ethnic Uighurs in coalition with East Turkestan Islamic Movement.

Insurgent Tactics in AFGHANISTAN
The above graph shows ambush remained the most preferred tactic as militants in Afghanistan. On
187 occasions – 41% of the overall militant attacks – militants used ambush to target security forces
in Nangarhar, Kabul, Helmand, Kandhar, Uruzgun, Paktika, Ghor, Paktia, Herat, Zabul, Faryab, Kunar
Kunduz, Nimroz, Sar-i-pul, and Ghazni. With a total of 113 (25% of the total militancy incidents)
attacks using IED’s falls in second as the tactic mostly used during the six months.
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Insurgent Tactics in Afghanistan
1st Half 2016
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On 69 occasions militants opted for Target Killings which accounts for 15% of the total incidents,
while on 31 occasions they targeted mostly Afghan National Army, Afghan Local Police and other
Government institutions including NDS, using suicide vests.. There were nine Mortar Shelling and
nine Cross Border Attacks against civilians and Afghan Security Forces in the provinces bordering
the tribal agencies of Pakistan, especially in Nangarhar. There had been 35 cases of Abduction
targeting civilians and government officials, which occurred mostly in the provinces of Nangarhar,
Sar-i-pul, Nooristan, Kunduz, Faryab, Farah, Ghazni, Logar, Farah, Nimroz, Kabul, Kunar, Ghor,
Kandahar, and Herat.
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Chapter 3

Analysis and Future Predications
The security situation in Afghanistan presented a bleak picture during the first half – January to
June 2016. The insurgent groups expedited their violent campaign to topple the western backed
coalition government of Afghanistan. As a consequence of fierce armed clashes between rival
groups among Afghan Taliban, the onset of spring offense by Afghan Taliban under Mullah
Haibatullah Akhunzada and the growing presence and operational capacity Islamic State of
Khurasan (ISK) militants has significantly engendered insecurity across the country. Civilian
death toll has shot up, and the Afghan security forces are taking huge numbers of casualties,
which are a potential setback for the Afghan Establishment.
With the Taliban Insurgents led by Mullah Haibatullah and their affiliated militant groups, such as
the Haqqani Network and Hezb-e-Islami, deeply entrenched in the country, the emergence of
new international jihadi groups, such as Islamic State of Khurasan and regrouping of Pakistani
Taliban in Afghanistan have increased the challenges to ensure peace in Afghanistan. Although
Afghan security forces are employing intensive hardcore approaches to counter the exacerbating
terrorism in the country, the insurgents remain resilient.
Actors Mapping of Militant in Afghanistan
Since the beginning of the year 2016 militants in Afghanistan are growing in strength. Militant
groups like Afghan Taliban, Haqqani Network, Islamic State of Khorasan, Hisb-e-Islam, Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), East Turkeistan Islamic Movement, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
and Pakistani militant groups including Hakeemullah group of TTP, Majlis-e- Askari of TTP,
Lashker-e-Islami and Khan Said Group (Mehsud Taliban) remained active in 32 provinces of
Afghanistan. On 428 occasions the above mentioned militant groups carried out attacks against
civilians, NATO forces, Afghan National Army and Afghan Police. As part of spring offense against
the coalition government of Afghanistan, majority of these attacks were carried out by various
factions of Afghan Taliban, largely in Helmand, Kabul, Faryab, Kandahar, Uruzgun, Paktika,
Paktia, Nangarhar, and Khost Provinces of the country.
Afghan Taliban led by Mualvi Haibatullah Akhunzada
Mulalvi Haibatullah Akhunzada is the leader of Afghan Taliban. He succeeded Mullah Akhtar Mansur,
who was killed in a US drone strike in Nushki District of Balochistan province of Pakistan. Maulvi
Sirajuddin Haqqani and Mullah Yaqoob were appointed as the deputies of the group. This group
operates in almost all the provinces of Afghanistan.
During the outing first Half of 2016 this faction of Afghan Taliban remained active in Western, South
Western, South eastern, Eastern and North Eastern parts of the country. With limited operational
capacity, Afghan Taliban were also reported to be active in few areas of Central Afghanistan. To narrow
down their presence province wise, they are mostly present in Helmand, Paktiya, Paktika, Baghlan,
Herat, Nangarhar, Badakhshan, Faryab, Zabul, Ghazni, Kandahar, Farah, Kunar, Nooristan, Laghman,
Balkh, Jawzjan, Takhar, and Kapisa. They are also present in the provinces of Samangan, Parwan,
Kabul, Sar-i-Pul and Balkh with limited operational capacity.
This faction of Afghan Taliban remained the most virulent and dominant group in the country.
Particularly after 2014, when the late Mullah Akhtar Mansur was appointed as the new Amir [leader]
of Afghan Taliban, military the group made considerable gains inside Afghanistan. On 12 April 2016,
the group announced the launch of their annual spring offensive in Afghanistan, codenamed “Operation
Omari”. It was named after the movement’s late founder Mullah Muhammad Omar. The operation
proved to be the commencer of a new phase of large-scale attacks against government positions as
well as civilians, while employing a combination of hit-and-run assaults and suicide attacks in urban
areas. During the first six months, the Afghan Taliban have escalated their activities throughout the
country, especially Helmand, Kunduz, Baghlan, Herat, Ghazni, Nangarhar, Kunar, Uruzgun, Kabul, and
Kandahar.
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The killing of Mullah Akhtar Mansur in a US drone strike in 2016 was a big setback to Afghan Taliban
and was believed to undermine and impede the growing operational capacity of Afghan Taliban in
Afghanistan. However, appointment of Maulvi Haibatullah as the new amir of the group has instead
allowed the Afghan Taliban strengthened and widens their networks across the country by the internal
rifts and possible divisions that could has rose to surface over leadership issue.
Mullah Muhammad Rasool Akhund Group of Afghan Taliban [Anti Mullah Akhtar Mansur Group]
Mullah Muhammad Rasool Akhund heads the splinter Taliban Faction known as Rasool Group
a.k.a High Council of Afghanistan Islamic Emirate. Mullah Rasool is also Taliban’s former
shadow governor for the province of Farah. The group was separated from Afghan Taliban
when Mullah Akhtar Muhammad Mansoor took the leadership of Afghan Taliban.
Mullah Abdul Manan Niazi, Mansoor Dadullah, and Sher Muhammad Akhundzada were
appointed by him as his deputies of military affairs whereas Mullah Baz Muhammad Haris
was appointed by him as his deputy for political affairs. Mansur Dadullah was reportedly
killed in Zabul on November 11, 2015. Mullah Rasool generates finances through cross
border drug smuggling in Nimroz and some other provinces. Militants belonging to this group
are mostly present in Helmand, Herat, Paktika, Kunduz, Balkh, Nooristan, Khost, Zabul,
Nimroz and Ghazni. Apart from fierce armed clashes with Afghan Taliban led by Mullah
Akhtar Mansoor, no other incidents regarding attacks on Afghan Security forces or civilians
were claimed by them during the first four months of 2016.
Haqqani Network
Haqqani Network, a notorious militant group led by Siraj Uddin Haqqani, the Deputy to
Supreme Chief of Mullah Akhtar Mansur and also an active member of Quetta Shura,
remained active in Kabul and Gomal District of Paktika province of Afghanistan. According
to reports, Haqqani Network is coordinating with Afghan Taliban under Mullah Akhtar Mansur
to accelerate militant activities as part of spring offense against the coalition government in
Afghanistan. According to Afghan Government, militants of Haqqani Network were behind
the high profile suicide attack near NDS office in Kabul in which 64 people were killed while
347 were injured. Afghan security forces also claimed to have foiled several attacks planned
by Haqqani Network in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan.
Furthermore, reports of internal rifts among the few commanders of the network further
added to the deplorable state of security situation in Afghanistan. Mid-level commanders
Abid Hunar along with 24 other militants were killed when three days long an armed clash
between the two rival groups of Haqqani network took place in Gomal District of Paktika
province. According to Sailab Mehsud, FRC field researcher for South Waziristan, the violent
infighting between the two sub-factions of Haqqani Network started on 8th February 2016,
when Abid Hunar, a mid-level commander of the Haqqani network refused to accept Mullah
Akhtar Mansur as the legitimate head of Afghan Taliban.
Pakistani Taliban
After regrouping and re-establishing their network in the Eastern Provinces of Afghanistan,
Pakistani Taliban have also accelerated their activities inside the country. According to FRC
sources, Pakistani Taliban remained active in Khost, Paktia, Paktika, Nagarhar, and Kunar
provinces of the Afghanistan. Although these militants, during the outgoing quarter, carried
out comparatively less attacks on Afghan Security forces, the growing rift among these
groups regarding the future polices towards joining IS-K or Afghan Taliban, poses serious
threat to the already worsening security situation in the country. More than 200 fighters
have been killed in fierce armed clashes between Hakeemullah group of TTP and Khan Said
Group (Mehsud Taliban) in Birmal District of Paktia Province.
Gul Janat Mehsud aka Zabal Mehsud and Noor Allam aka Sra Stargay, two important
commanders of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan were killed when unidentified militants opened fire
at them in Laman area of Birmal district in Paktika province of Afghanistan.
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Islamic State of Khorasan (IS-K)
After the declaration of Spring Offensive by the Afghan Taliban, the ISK declared the
formation of a council (shura) – a leadership council for what they have named Khurasan
Province – using an old Arabic name for roughly the territory occupied by the modern states
of Pakistan, Afghanistan and parts of Tajikistan.
ISK is mostly present in Achin, Haskamena, Kot, Batikot, Khogyani, Mamandara and
Jalalabad districts of the province Nangarhar. They mostly inhabit the district of Achin
whereas they have nominal presence in the district of Nazyan, Tokhan, Rodat and
Chaparhar. Helmand is the second province where ISK has been detected. Although the
province is mostly inhabited by Taliban, the district of Sangin in Helmand is where the
presence of ISK has been noted during the first six months of 2016, however, the provinces
of Ghazni, Nooristan, Herat, Khost and Paktika have also witnessed their presence. Amid the
Intensive military operations, colossal losses of fighters in five fierce infightings with Afghan
Taliban in Achin, Khogayani, Batikhot and Jalalabad districts of Nangarhar province of the
country have significantly reduced the strength of ISK in Afghanistan. With exception of a
few skirmishes with Afghan Taliban, ISK remained active with limited operational capacity
during the first six months of the year 2016. Intensive military operation carried out by
Afghan security forces particularly in Nangarhar, strong hold of ISK, has without any doubt,
denied space for ISK to consolidate and expand its network in the socioeconomic and political
landscape of Afghanistan. According to FRC data base, only during the first four months,
1366 militants of ISK were killed while 398 were injured in Nangarhar, Hemand, Herat,
Paktika, Ghazni, Wardak, and Khost provinces of the country. The high number of ISK
militant casualties manifests the effectiveness of intensive aerial and ground offense of
security forces against ISK particularly in Nagarhar province of the country.
Islamic State of Khorasan (IS-K) and Pakistani Taliban
Although ISK is weakening in Afghanistan, the recent allegiance of four relatively smaller
groups of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan with ISK has again given hope for the latter to regain
strength in Afghanistan. These groups were formerly based in North Waziristan Agency in
FATA, Pakistan, however, after the intensive military operation, Zarb e Azb, carried out in
the region, they have shifted to Afghanistan. According to FRC sources Umar Mansur group
which was formed after the military operation against Lall Masjid (Red Mosque) in July 2007
in Islamabad, has joined ISK. The group mostly comprised of students of Islamic Madrassa
associated with Lall Masjid.
The second group which has joined ISK is Touhid wal Jihad – a relatively smaller group with
around 150 fighters – headed by Ubaidullah Peshawari.
The third group to have joined ISIS is Abdal ul Islam headed by Jawad Khan. This is also a
small group composed of hundred to one hundred and twenty militants.
The fourth group which has joined ISIS is Majlis Askari group of Abdullah Wazir. Abdul Wazir
is the resident of North Waziristan and the group was formed in early 2015 by Abdullah
Wazir in North Waziristan Agency. This is also a small group composed of one hundred and
fifty to two hundred militants.
All the four groups mentioned above were affiliated with the TTP and were very close to
Hakimullah Mahsud group of TTP. Similarly, Gilaman Mehsud aka Qari Saifullah, a senior
commander of Hakeemullah group, currently based in Nagarhar province of Afghanistan,
may join ISK in near future as he maintains a soft corner for the organisation. Gilaman
Mehsud has not yet announced a formal merger of his group with ISK due to unknown
reasons.
ISK militants during the last quarter of 2015 were very hopeful that majority of the Pakistani
and Afghan Taliban would join their group and ISK would soon become the dominant militant
group in the region like it is in Iraq and Syria. The outcome, however, was totally different
and majority of the militants in Pakistan and Afghanistan rejected ISK in the region and so
far, only the above mentioned few smaller groups have joined ISK. Even sectarian militant
groups like Lashker e Jhangvi and Sipah Sahaba Pakistan (anti-Shia militant groups) have
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not joined ISK so far, and neither have they expressed the slightest intent of joining the
group in the future, regardless of the fact that ISK claims to be anti-Shia and proclaims
Shias as their foremost enemy.
It is also said that ISK militants are nowadays offering hitherto unknown amount of money
to senior commanders of the above mentioned groups to join them. No major group
mentioned above is ready to join them. Most of the militant groups complain that ISK
militants only consider themselves to be on the right path and all others to be infidels.
Insurgent Tactics in Afghanistan
The on-going war against terrorism in Afghanistan has resulted in thousands of casualties
during the first half of 2016. The aid provided to Afghanistan government in the name of
Resolute Support Mission has enabled the Afghan Security Forces to carry out successful
counter terrorism operations including Air Strikes and Ground Operations, which has no
doubt, eliminated a considerable portion of Insurgents in Afghanistan. These achievements
signify, but a trivial victory of the Unity Government in their fight against militancy, as the
ratio of collateral damage has also been higher than ever during the last decade. The
militants have not only been able to increase their operational capacity but have also evolved
and adapted new strategies to terrorize the civilians as well as the military. From booby
traps to IED’s, from Grenades to Suicide vests, from face to face assaults to ambuscades
and target killings, militancy in Afghanistan has increased to a remarkable degree.
During the first six months of 2016, there had been total of 187 attacks on Afghan Security
Forces as well as Public Uprising Forces, using the tactic of ambush. The province of
Nangarhar and the capital city of Kabul faced most of these attacks followed by Helmand,
Kandhar, Zabul, Faryab, Kunar, Kunduz, and Ghazni. With a total of 113, attacks using
IED’s falls in second as the tactic mostly used during the said period. Most of the IED attacks
were carried out against Afghan Security Forces in the capital city of Kabul and in the
province of Nangarhar, followed by Helmand, Kandahar and Zabul. There has been a sum
of 69 Target Killings, almost all of which targeted Civilians. 31 attacks via Suicide Vests
targeted mostly Afghan National Army, Afghan Local Police and other Government
institutions including NDS. There were four Mortar Shelling and Cross Border Attacks against
civilians and Afghan Security Forces were recorded in the provinces bordering the tribal
agencies of Pakistan including Nangarhar. There had been 35 cases of Abduction targeting
civilians and government officials, which occurred mostly in the provinces of Nangarhar,
Kunduz, Faryab, Logar, Farah and Nimroz. Most of the abducted people were either killed
due to their ethnicities or their counter militancy actions or remarks while some were killed
due to their families’ incapability to pay the high ransom demanded by militants.
Terror Financing
The Different terrorist groups operating inside Afghanistan generate huge amount of money
through extortions, kidnapping for ransom, bank robberies, smuggling of drugs and other
items, and external donations from individuals as well as organizations based in Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Qwait, Pakistan, India, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan etc. Smuggling, in general, is
also a major source of funding for the Taliban. The same networks that can be used to
smuggle in arms and munitions, or smuggle out drugs, can be used to smuggle a broad
range of goods. According to media reports Taliban are earning more than 100 million of
dollar from drug smuggling. In addition, the Taliban operates a range of commercial
businesses, including emerald mines in the neighboring countries i.e. Pakistan, India etc,
timber concessions, some of which are legal some illegal, and marble quarries.
Kidnappings are another important source of revenue. With Taliban regaining strength in
Afghanistan, kidnapping for ransom and extortion cases are also increasing day by day.
According to FRC data base only during the first six months (January- June of 2016, 35
incidents of kidnapping and 69 incidents of target killing were reported across Afghanistan.
Foreign development assistance to Afghanistan has also become one of the vital sources for
Taliban funding. It is believed that almost every major project includes a healthy cut for the
in Taliban groups. According to media reports four telecommunication companies are already
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paying 10 percent of their annual profit to Taliban. Similarly Extortion against
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in the form of protection money or payments for
“security services” is also common. Otherwise the project will have to bear the consequences
in form of raw material stolen, laborers killed, engineers kidnapped or assassinated and the
infrastructure blown to bits. This signifies that International donor, primarily US are
unconsciously contributing to terror financing in Afghanistan.
Taliban group are also utilizing their networks in other countries to generate maximum
funding. According to FRC data base, 180 cases of extortions were recorded only in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces of Pakistan only during the first three months, January – March,
2016. According to government sources, of these cases, 98 percent of the calls received
were made by using Afghan SIM’s. Similarly, Ali Gilani and Shahbaz Taseer, who were
kidnapped by unidentified persons were abducted in the year 2013, were recovered from
Afghanistan.
After its emergence in Khorasan region in 2015, the Islamic State of Khorasan (ISK), has
been reportedly gathering a good amount by smuggling timber outside Afghanistan and also
investing in real estate within and outside the country. Although the group’s main source of
funding comes from oil reserves in Syria and Iraq.
The Future of Quadrilateral Peace Talks in Post Mullah Akhtar Mansur Scenario
The initiation of Quadrilateral Peace Talks is seen as a window of opportunity for putting an
end to the insurgency prevalent in Afghanistan for decades. Afghanistan, Pakistan, China,
and the United States of America, constituting the Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG),
met for the first time in Islamabad on 11th January, 2016. The representatives of these four
countries reflected upon combined efforts to facilitate Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace
and reconciliation process, in wake of the outcomes of the trilateral and quadrilateral
meetings held in sidelines of Heart of Asia Conference on 9th December, 2016. QCG
capitalizes on the rift among Afghan Taliban which occurred after the death of Mullah Omar,
separating Mullah Rasool (the head of a breakaway faction of Taliban) from Afghan Taliban
due to Mullah Mansoor’s succession as the new Taliban Leader. The split led to hopes that
Pakistan or China would succeed in bringing either late Mullah Mansoor or/and other Taliban
groups (Mullah Rasool or Hezb-e-Islami) to the table of negotiation. With some groups
joining the peace talks, others could be prompted to join the bandwagon of peace talks.
In this context, since 11 January 2016, GCG have held four meetings in Afghanistan.
Following the fourth meeting of the QCG, which took place on Tuesday (23rd February 2016)
in Kabul, the four participants issued an “invitation” to “all Taliban and other [armed] groups
to participate through their authorized representatives in the first round of direct peace talks
with the Afghan government expected to take place by the first week of March 2016.
Insurgents have hitherto categorically rejected the invitation of direct talks with the Afghan
government.
In the context the killing of Mullah Akhtar Mansur in a US as drone strike and the accession
of Mualvi Haibatullah as the new Amir of Afghan Taliban a number of unanswered questions
regarding the future of Afghan led and Afghan owned peace and reconciliation process have
come to surface: will the new Amir [leader] of the insurgent group will come to the
negotiation table in the Afghan led and Afghan owned peace talks or will he continue the
hardline strategy of his predecessor?
Although the US authorities and western backed coalition government of Afghanistan are
quite optimistic about the prospects for the resumption of peace talks with Taliban under
the new Amir – Maulavi Haibatullah Akhunzada. However, the chances for recommencement
of peace talks look very blur as the Taliban new Amir [leader] has not only rejected the
Afghan government offer to participate in the 6th round of Quadrilateral Peace talks rather
showed his resolve to speed up the insurgent activities in the ongoing spring offense in
Afghanistan. For instance, according to FRC data base, since the appointment of Taliban’s
new Amir [leader], more than 170 people have been killed while around 250 others have
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been abducted in 35 terrorism related incidents in Kabul, Kunduz, Ghazni, Uruzgun, Zabul,
Faryab, Wardak, Nangarhar, Parwan, Logar, Sar-e-Pul, Helmand, Ghor, Logar, Nimroz,
Paktia, Paktika, Balkh and Herat provinces of Afghanistan. Furthermore, the Taliban
insurgents have also categorically rejected the request of UN mission in Afghanistan and the
government-sponsored High Peace Council (HPC) for a ceasefire during the holy month of
Ramazan, thus further obfuscating the prospects for the revival of the stalled peace talks in
near future.
The reluctance of the Taliban insurgent’s new Amir, Haibatullah Akhunzada, to come to the
negation table is firstly due to the fact that the killing of Mullah Akhtar Mansur in a US drone
strike has left him with no other option except to follow the footsteps of his predecessor. To
prove himself as credible political and military leader, Haibatullah will have to avenge the
killing of Mulla Akhtar Mansur and gain more areas under Taliban control during the ongoing
spring offense or operation Omeri.
In the context, it is important to mention here that Taliban in the recent past have been
making steady territorial gains, albeit for short period, in Southern as well as in the northern
parts of the country. In the strategically important province of Helmand, for example, the
Taliban have recently forced the ANSF to beat a ‘tactical’ retreat from at least one district.
Furthermore, they are still capitalizing on their temporary takeover of Kundus and the recent
seizure of Dande-e-Ghori and Puli Khumari disticts of Baghlan province.
Secondly, given the experience of Murree Talks – the first face to face talks with between
Taliban insurgent and Afghan Government - and the recent killing of Mullah Akhtar in a US
drone strike, Taliban insurgents are suspicious about the seriousness of US and Afghan
government regarding the Afghan led peace process. The US is capitalizing on the existing
rifts among different factions of the Afghan Taliban which rose to the surface after the
announcement of death of Mullah Omar last year. For instance, it is believed that Afghan
Government and US are providing military and financial support to the breakaway factions
like Rassool group – a dissident faction of Afghan Taliban. The US believes that if some of
dissident insurgent groups agreed to join the peace process, it will not only weaken the
Taliban insurgent movement but will also prompt others factions of the Taliban to join the
peace talks. In this regard, the US has already brokered a peace deal with Hizb-e-IslamiGulbudin (HIG), and is expecting others groups to follow. However, this strategy US will
prove to be futile as it can fuel the already escalating infightings among the various factions
of Taliban insurgents. According to the database of the FATA Research Centre, only during
first five months of 2016, 31 infightings between various factions of Taliban were reported
in Nangarhar, Paktika, Herat, Zabul, Faryab, Kunar, Baghlan, Balk, Parwan, Kunar,
Nooristan, Helmand, Ghazni and Balkh provinces of the Afghanistan.
Thirdly, the Taliban insurgents on several occasions have reiterated that without the
withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, the removal Taliban from UN black list, the
release of Taliban inmates from prison and without imposition of Islamic Shariah in
Afghanistan formal peace talks cannot start. However, these demands or preconditions of
the Taliban insurgent are very less likely to be met as Afghan government has categorically
rejected to accept their demands.
Furthermore, the escalation in joint military operations carried out by the US and Afghan
security forces are also seen as a major impediment in reviving the stalled peace talks. The
US and Afghan government on one hand are asking the insurgents to give up violence and
come to the negation table while on the on the other hand are continuously stepping up the
counter insurgent activities across the country. According to the FATA Research Centre [FRC]
data base only during the first six months of 2016, 763 counter insurgency activities were
carried against the Afghan insurgents in which 7,162 Taliban insurgent were killed while
3,580 others were injured. With US president, Barack Obama assigning broader role to the
US troops in Afghanistan, the counter insurgency operations are also expected to escalate
in near future.
In this context, the deteriorating bilateral relationship between Pakistan and US, particularly
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after the killing of Taliban’s chief – Mullah Akhtar Mansur in a US drone strike in Balochistan
and dispute over F16 deal has further shrank the prospects for the resumption of peace talks
with the Taliban insurgents. Subsequently, the mounting tension at Torkham border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan, after the killing of a high ranked officer of Pakistan Army in an
unprovoked firing from across the border is seen as the final nail in the coffin of peace talks
with Taliban insurgents in Afghanistan.
It can be said that peace talks with Taliban insurgents under their new leader - Haibatullah
Akhunzada - will prove to be futile to end the decades long Taliban led insurgency in
Afghanistan. In fact the violent conflict in Afghanistan is expected to escalate as US and
Afghan security forces will step up the counter insurgency operations to counter the growing
operational capacity, influence and control of Afghan Taliban in the country.

13

