
Suicide Blast at Mohmand Agency Mosque 

Factual Updates 
On Friday, September 16, 2016, 36 people were killed while 27 others were wounded when a suicide 

bomber detonated the explosive jacket in a local mosque situated in the remote village, Pai Khan in 

Anbar Tehsil of Mohmand Agency during Friday prayer. Earlier on Thursday, a woman was killed when 

unidentified militants lobbed grenades and opened fire at the house of a pro-government tribal elder 

Malik Nasir Khan in Shah AlamSali, Michni of the Agency1. The blast took place when a large number of 

people were gathered in local mosque to offer Friday prayers. Jammat-ul-Ahrar – a splinter group of 

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan – claimed responsibility for both incidents: attack on the pro-government 

tribal elder’s house and the subsequent suicide attack on Friday2.  

Situational Background 
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar – a breakaway faction of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, currently stationed in Afghanistan 

– has been carrying out militant activities against security forces, pro-government peace lashkar [Peace 

Forces] and ordinary people in Mohmand Agency, on a regular basis. Militants associated with the group 

often infiltrate Pakistani territory across the Pak-Afghan border (Durand Line), to stage terrorist attacks 

in the said Agency3. According to FRC Data Base, only during the six months from January to June 2016, 

militants belonging to TTP-JuA carried out 27 terrorist attacks in which 59 people were killed while 18 

others were wounded4.  

Analysis 
The suicide attack which occurred on Friday is one of the major terrorist attacks to have occurred since 

the onset of military offense against militants in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas [FATA] of 

Pakistan. This terrorist incident has been condemned by civilian and military authorities of the country. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, in a statement, said that such cowardly attacks by terrorists cannot shatter 

the government’s resolve to eliminate terrorism from the country5. 

Since June, 2016, security forces of Pakistan have been conducting intensive military and intelligence 

based operations [IBOs] across the country, as part of the National Action Plan (NAP). According to 

military sources, government writ in the western border to the country has been restored and militant 
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networks in the region have been dismantled.  As a result a sharp decline of more than 36 percent was 

witnessed in militancy incidents in tribal areas during the first half of the year 20166.  

It is believed that in order to avoid the consequences of military operations, majority of both local and 

foreign militants previously operational in FATA have now stationed themselves in Khost, Nagarhar, 

Kunnar, Paktia and Paktika provinces of Afghanistan7. After regrouping and reestablishing their networks 

in Afghanistan, these militants have now increased their activities inside Pakistan. Cross border attacks 

from Afghanistan in Bajaur, Mohamand, South Waziristan, and Kurram Agencies have increased 

significantly during the past few months of the current year.  

Apart from that, militants, with the help of local sympathizers have enabled themselves to target not 

only FATA but the rest of the country as well. Although Jamaat-ul-Ahrar is currently said to be based in 

Afghanistan but on several occasions, has successfully carried out high profile attacks in Lahore, Quetta, 

Mardan and Peshawar8. The recent suicide attack in Mohmand Agency was also claimed by the same 

group which manifests its growing presence, threat perception and operational capacity throughout the 

country.  

Implications  
The recent suicide attack in Mohmand Agency is a significant security development in the current 

discourse of militancy and extremism in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas [FATA] of Pakistan.  

After months of decline in violence in the wake of intensive military offense against militants, the recent 

surge in high profile attacks and growing target killing incidents across the country manifest that 

militants will step up terrorist activities inside Pakistan in near future. The growing tension between 

Pakistan and Afghanistan and the escalation in violent conflict in Afghanistan will further add to it as 

most of the Pakistani Taliban are presently stationed in Afghanistan. 
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Relief Work at Following the Blast, The Express Tribune, September 16, 2016 

 

 

Volunteers and Government Officials Helping the Blast Victims after the Blast 

 



 

Khyberpakhtunkhwa Governor Iqbal Zafar Jhagra is Inquiring about the Health of Blast Victim in Agency 

Headquarter Hospital, Khar Bajaur Agency 

 

Cops Commander Lt. General Hidayatur Rehman is inquiring about the Health of Blast Victim in Agency 

Headquarter Hospital, Khar Bajaur Agency 


